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RESCUE EXCAVATIONS OF ROMAN AND EARLY
CHRISTIAN CEMETERY IN KAVARNA
(ANCIENT BIZONE)

In 1996 during building activities in the valley of Kavarna (district
Dobritch, north eastern Bulgaria, fig. 1) were founded burial structures, dating
from 3rd — 6th c. A. D. Immediately after we started rescue excavations and
24 graves have been discovered, some of them partly destroyed (fig. 2). We
distinguished two main levels in the cemetery — earlier from 3rd - first half of
4th c. A. D. of and the other early Christian level from late 4th — 6th c. A. D.
The archaeological investigation shows a complicated picture. On one hand,
the latest Christian level burial ritual appeared as inhumation in stone cist, with
extended position of the body, spine and leg bones in a straight line, orientated
west — east. The graves of that level have no grave goods. On the other hand,
the lower level shows series of pagan practices, which were still existed, such
as various orientations, and various position of laying the body, grave goods —
adornments, ceramic vessels, clay lamps etc. All finds from that level are in the
chronological span of 1st— 4th century A. D. Some of earlier graves were partly
destroyed by latest graves with different orientation.

Six graves related to the earlier pre-Christian level. The grave structure of
four them is a pit — graves 4, 7, 9 and 21, all partly destroyed from latest graves.
In the graves # 4 and # 7 were found 4-6 iron nails, probably from a coffin. In
all these graves were discovered grave goods — vessels, clay lamps etc. Grave #
10 belong to a child. The grave is covered with single tegula. In this grave were
found silver spiral bracelet in the shape of a snake, typical for 1st — 3rd century
A. D.(fig. 6). This type of bracelets were discovered in the burials of young girls
and women and have apothropeic function. The practice to covered graves with
tegulae has believed to be of Greek origin in science literature and appeared as
early as the 5th century B.C., spreading widely during the Hellenistic period.
This type of grave covering often occurred during the Roman period as well!.

In this level also we have studied a grave with niche — grave # 5 (fig. 3).
This is a grave with shaft — shaped entrance and a niche. The shaft — shaped en-
trance is of a rectangular plan and destroyed from modern digging activities in

I JI. TeroB, [ocpebannu obuuau u epodnu cvopviicenus y mpakume npes Pumcrkama
enoxa, Apxeonorus 12, 1, 1970, 6.
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Fig. 1 place of Bizone in southeastern Europe

Cn. 1 mecto buzosne y jyroucrounoj EBporu

upper part. The niche is hollowed out on the southern long side, its floor being
lower than the floor of the shaft. The access to the niche is blocked by six tegu-
lae, arranged longwise to the skeleton. A clay lamp was found into the grave
along with a figure of a bird and ceramic cup, all dating from 3rd — 4th century
A. D. Over the skeleton were also found five iron nails and iron cramp, probably
from a coffin or other wooden installation.

Similar burial structures are to be found in Northern Dobrudzha — in the
grave in Callatis;? in the Crimea3 and some other regions of the Northern Black
Sea shore. There they were associated with Sarmathian tribes’ migration to the
West, jugging by the grave goods found there. This type burial structure origi-
nated from the mid 3rd century B.C. in a Scythian — Sarmathian region.4 Some
of them have been long used as family vaults.

2 C.Preda, Callatis (Nekropola Romano — Bizantina), Bucuresti 1980, 86, pl. I, m. 14

3 B. 3ybaps, Hexponons Xepconeca Taspuueckozo I-1V 6. 1. 3., Kues 1982, 17-18,
puc. 7u 8.

4 W. T'ymuna, Hacenenus capmamckoeo epemenu ¢ donune pexu benvbex, B: Apxe-
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To the second (early Christian level) [T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
belong 18 graves, all built with stone slabs =
— cists. This is a box — shaped structure
made of stone slabs set on edge, usually a
single slab on each of the short sides, and
two to four slabs — on the long sides. All of
them with the exception of grave # 13 are
built and covered with limestone slabs. The
walls grave # 13 were built of little stone
blocks and covered with slabs. We have to
point out that this type of burial structure
was also characteristic in most of the cities
along the Black Sea coast, and in Northern
Dobrudzha.s

The cists occurred as early as the
Classical period and spread broadly during
the Hellenistic and Roman periods all over
the Balkan Peninsula, Asia Minor, along the
Northern Black Sea coast, and in Pannonia.
From an ethnical point of view, the practice
seems retained by the local Romanised or
Hellenised population.6¢ They kept this an-
tique type of burial structure until the early
7th century, and then gradually abandoned
it as a result of the Barbarisation. There are
not clear evidences that the early Christian
level with cists in necropolis of Bizone
continues without hiatus after pagan pe-
riod. Have in mind that all of earlier graves
are partly destroyed by latest, i. e. at the
time when the cists were built and the ear-
lier graves were not visible on the ancient C1. 2 Tlnan nckonanor nena nexporone
surface. It is very possible that between the
two levels there were 50 years or century
difference. In that case the date of the second level must to be middle of the
5th — Jate 6th century.

We found in grave # 22 one of the covering stone slabs, above the chest
of the skeleton has an inscription. The slab is engraved with cross and the name
TIMQTI written with Greek letters (fig. 9). This is the second time that that
early Christian inscription appears from Bizone, and it was found during ar-
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Fig. 2 Plan of the excavated part of the
necropolis

oJIOTHYecKue uccienoBanus Ha ore Bocrounoit EBponbl, Mocksa 1974, 74

5 C. Blegen, Excavations at Troy 1932, American Journal of Archaeology 36, 1932,
448; J1. T'etos, op. cit. ,6, type VII; E. Vago, 1. Bona, Der spdtromische Siidostfriedhof von
Intercisa, Budapest 1976, 17-18; C. Preda, Callatis (Nekropola Romano — Bizantina), Bucu-
resti 1980, 15-16.

6 C.Blegen, H. Palmer, R. Young, The North Cemetery, Princeton, New Jersey 1964
= Corinth XIII, 75.
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chaeological excavations. The other inscription was also found in a stone slab
with cross and woman’s name AEONTIZ. There are also few fragments of fu-
neral inscriptions with parts of crosses and letters, mainly parts of names in the
collection of the city museum of Kavarna.

Inscriptions contain common early Christian names and that cannot be
in help for ethnical interpretation.” Bizone during 3rd — 6th century had variety
of population including local Thracian inhabitants, which is very difficult to
be proved after they adopted Christianity and changed their names following
Christian tradition of the names. A Barbarian ethnic groops were also present in
the city, mainly German and perhaps Sarmathians or their Hellenized descen-
dants, according to the results from the graves with niche and the last excava-
tions of extra muros necropolis of Bizone88 as well as the rock necropolises
1 and 2 in Yaila near the village of Kamen Bryag and on Cape of Kaliakra,
Kavarna region.

In conclusion we can say that the excavated graves were part of the city
necropolis, build as extra muros necropolis following antique Greek and Roman
tradition. After adoption of Christianity in 4th century and in Early Byzantine
period the burial rite has changed. During Hellenistic and especially Roman
period Greek language has established as main on the Western Black sea coast.
Judging by the inscriptions, the Greek remained still dominant during the Early
Byzantine age as well. The same composition was preserved during the Early
Byzantine time too, as it was very likely in the other west Black Sea cities.
As time progresses the indigenous inhabitants disappeared gradually, and the
Greek element become prevailed over the others. This situation remained while
the new Bulgarian state was founded in 681 A. D.

Catalogue of the graves:

Grave # 1. Grave, built with stone slabs - cist. The burial structure is de-
stroyed during digging activities. The slabs of the cover are missing. Dimensions
of the cist — 1.58x0.68x0.30 m. Orientation of the grave — West-East. The bones
of the buried are also missing. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 2. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 4, Ne 2). The burial
structure is destroyed during digging activities. The slabs of the cover and of
the North and East sides are missing. There are remains two slabs of the south
side and one of the West side, each of it with dimensions — 0.50x0.60x0.30 m.
Remaining length of the grave — 1.27 m. Orientation of the grave — West-East.
The skeleton is partly destroyed. The bones of the legs, lower part of the hands
and ta3a are missing. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 3. Grave, built with stone slabs - cist. Dimensions of the cist —
1.75x0.60x0.40 m. The stone box is covered with 3 slabs. Orientation of the
grave — West-East. The skeleton is decay. Grave inventory was not found.

7 B. Bewesnues, Cmapoxpucmusinckume naonucu om Bapua xamo ucmopuyecku
uzeopu, V3Bectust Ha HaponHust myse Bapua 34, 1983,30.

8 1. Tares, Apxeonocuyecku paskonku na noc Yuparman kpaii Kasapua (anmuyno-
mo busone) npes 2002 2, [IpoyuBannst Ha KbcHOAHTHYEH Hekporoa ot IV-VI Bek, Munaio,
2,2004, 9-13.
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Fig. 3, grave 5
Cx. 3, 1pob 5

Grave # 4. Grave pit with dimensions 1,90x0,55m. Orientation of the
grave — South East-North West. The skeleton was found in anatomic order with
hands, lying alongside of the corps. . Lenght of the skeleton: 1,61m. Grave in-
ventory: 1. Glass balsamarium. Found near to the left hand. Destroyed. 2. Clay
lamp. Found over legs. Similar lamp was found in Ognyanovo, Bulgaria, dis-
trict Pazardjik,’ dated in 3rd — 5th century A. D. 2. Over the corps was found 4
iron nails, probably from the coffin.

Grave # 5. Grave with niche (fig. 3). Upper part of the skeleton is situ-
ated under later Grave # 2. Enter shaft to the niche is destroyed by grave # 2
and modern building activities. On southwest side of the corps entrance to the
niche is covered with six tegulae, puted on their short side. The dimensions of
the tegula are 0.66x0.39 m. Orientation of the grave — North West-South East.
The skeleton is partly decay. Lenght of the skeleton: 1,55m. Grave inventory: 1.
Clay lamp, decorated with bird. Found between the knees of the buried. Similar
lamp was found in Ognyanovo, Bulgaria, district Pazardjik10,10 dated 3rd — 5th
century A. D. 2. Clay cup. Found in southeastern part of the entrance between
tegulae and niche. Similar cup was found in Piatra Frecatei, Romania, Northern
Dobrudzha,! dated in 4th century A. D. 3. Over the corps was found 5 iron nails
and iron cramp, probably from a coffin or some wooden installation.

Grave # 6. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 4, Ne 6). Partly de-
stroyed by building activities. Orientation of the grave — West-East. Lenght of
the skeleton: 1,56m. Grave inventory was not found.

9 T KyamanoB, Aumuunu namnu. Konexyus na Hayuonannus apxeono2uuecku my-
3seti, Sofia 1992, 44-48, # 390, type XLIL2.

10 Jhidem, # 200, type XXII.

11 A. Petre, La Romanité en Scythie Mineure (Il-e —VIl-e siécles de notre ére), As-

sociation internationale d’Etudes du Sud-Est Europeen. Bul. 17-18, Bucurest 1987, 17, fig.
36d.
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Fig. 4 graves 2 and 5, craves 6 and 7 Fig. 5 graves 7, 8 and 11

Cn. 4 rpo6oBu 2 u 5, xynu 6 u 7 Cn. 5 rpoboBu 7, 8 u 11

Grave # 7. Northern part of the grave pit is destroyed after digging of
grave # 6 (fig. 4, Ne 7; fig. 5, Ne 7). Orientation of the grave — East-West. Parts
of the skeleton are missing (fig. ). Lenght of the skeleton: 1,66m. Grave inven-
tory: 1. Lamp, clay. Found between the feet. 2. Over the corps was found 6 iron
nails, probably from the coffin.

Grave # 8. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 5, Ne 8). Covered with
three limestone slabs. Orientation of the grave — West-East. Grave of a child.
Lenght of the skeleton: 1,34m. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 9. Grave pit was partly destroyed by building activities. From the
skeleton was preserved only lower part of the legs and part of the chest. In the
remaining part of the grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 10. Grave pit, covered with tegula. Grave of a child. Orientation
of the grave — East-West. From the skeleton preserved only part of the skull.
In the grave was found silver spiral bracelet in the shape of a snake (fig. 6, Ne
10).

Grave # 11. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 5, Ne 11). Covered
with four limestone slabs. Dimensions of the cist — 1.64x0.65x0.60 m. Covered
with four slabs. Skeleton is decay. Orientation of the grave — West-East. Lenght
of the skeleton 1,55M. Grave inventory was not found.
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Fig. 6 graves 10q 12 and 13
Cn. 6 rpo6oBu 10k 12 1 13

Fig. 7 graves 14, 15 and 16
Cn. 7 rpoboBu 14, 15u 16

Grave # 12. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 6, Ne 12). Partly de-
stroyed in eastern part. Covered with four limestone slabs. Skeleton is decay.
Orientation of the grave — West-East. Lenght of the skeleton 1,50 m. Grave
inventory was not found.

Grave # 13. Grave, built with little stone blocks with dimensions - 0,20-
0,40x0,20 m. Partly destroyed in western part (fig. 6, Ne 13). Covered with lime-
stone slabs of which is still remained two. Orientation of the grave — West-East.
The skeleton is destroyed in upper part. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 14. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 7, Ne 14). Partly
destroyed in western part. Covered with limestone slabs of which remained
two. From skeleton remained only skull and few small bones from the chest.
Orientation of the grave —East-West. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 15. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 7, Ne 15). Partly de-
stroyed in western part. Covered with limestone slabs of which is still remained
three. Skeleton is decay. Orientation of the grave — West-East. Grave inventory
was not found.
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Fig. 8 graves 17q 18 and 19 Fig. 9 graves 21 and 22
Co. 8 rpo6oBu 17k 18 u 19 Cin. 9 rpo6oBu 21 u 22

Grave # 16. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 7, Ne 16). Partly de-
stroyed in western part. Covered with limestone slabs of which is still remained
two. Skeleton is decay. Orientation of the grave — West-East. Grave inventory
was not found.

Grave # 17. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 8, Ne 17). Covered
with a single large slab in the lower part. Orientation of the grave — West-East.
Lenght of the skeleton - 1,61m. Grave inventory was not found.

Grave # 18. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 8, Ne 18). Orientation
of the grave — West-East. Destroyed by modern building activities. Between
the remained bones was found bronze buckle. Similar cup was found in Piatra
Frecatei, Romania, Northern Dobrudzha!2,12 dated with the coin of Honnnorius
(395-423 A.D.)

Grave # 19. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 8, Ne 19). Partly de-
stroyed in eastern part. Covered with limestone slabs of which is still remained
three. Skeleton is decay. Remained only the skull and upper part of the arms.
Orientation of the grave — West-East. Grave inventory was not found.

12 A. Petre, La Romanité en Scythie Mineure (Il-e —VIl-e siécles de notre ére), As-
sociation internationale d’Etudes du Sud-Est Europeen. Bul. 17-18, Bucurest 1987, 62, fig.
166 g.
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Grave # 20. Grave, built with
stone slabs - cist. Destroyed by mod-
ern building activities. Skeleton is
also destroyed. Orientation of the
grave — West-East. Grave inventory
was not found.

Grave #21. Grave pit (fig. 9, Ne
21). Orientation of the grave — East-
West. Lenght of the skeleton — 1,48m.
In the lower part skeleton is decay.
Right of the skull was found clay bal-
samarium. Similar is found in cem-
etery of Thomis, Romania!313, dated
in 4th century A. D.

Grave # 22. Grave, built
with stone slabs — cist (fig. 9,
Ne 22). Dimensions of the cist —
1.91x0.77x0.60 m. The stone box is
covered with 4 slabs. Orientation of
the grave — West-East. Skeleton is
decay. On the third cover slab from
west to east on the side with face to
the corps is incised cross and over the
cross name TIMQTI. Dimensions of the
slab — 0.56x0.315x0.045 m. High of
the letters — 0.021-0.052 m. Grave in-
ventory was not found.
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Fig. 10 graves 23 and 24
Cn. 10 rpodoBu 23 u 24

Grave # 23. Grave, built with stone slabs —cist (fig. 10, Ne 23). Dimensions
of'the cist—2.20x0.77x0.60 m. The stone box is covered with 6 slabs. Orientation
of the grave — West-East. Lenght of the skeleton — 1,62m. Grave inventory was

not found.

Grave # 24. Grave, built with stone slabs — cist (fig. 10, Ne 24). Dimensions
ofthe cist—2.01x0.68x0.60 m. The stone box is covered with 5 slabs. Orientation
of the grave — West-East. Lenght of the skeleton: 1,72m. Grave inventory was

not found.

13 C. Chera—Margineanu, V. Lungu, Contributii la cunoasterea unei necropole cre-
stine a Tomisului(ll), Pontica 16, 1983, 1983, 219-224.
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Iordan Gatev
HNCKOITABAILA PUMCKOI' U PAHOXPUIIIRAHCKOI I'POBJbA
Y KABAPHU (AHTUYKU BIZONE)

Tomnae 1996 3a Bpeme rpalheBuHCKHX panoBa y monuan KasapHa (okxpyr JloOpud,
ceBepHoucrouHa byrapcka) 24 rpoGHuIe cy OTKpUBEHe. MU CMO M3BOJUIIN [Ba OCHOBHA
HUBOA Ha rpolOuby, rpe npse nonosuHe 11 Bexa 1o npse nonosune IV Bexa HOBe epe, U IPYyTH,
panoxpumrhancku HEBO of kpaja [V no VI Beka. Apxeosnonrka HCTpaXkuBamba MOKa3yjy KOM-
IUIMKOBaHy ciiuKy. C jeiHe cTpaHe, MOCIeIbH HUBO CaJp’Ki pUTyasl XpuihaHCcKe caxpaHe y
KaMeHOj KPHIITH, Ca UCIIPYXKEHHUM I0JI0XKajeM Tella, KHIMEe M KOCTH]y HOTY Yy TIPaBoj JINHUJH,
y cMepy 3amaf - ucTokK. [poOoBH Ha TOM HHBOY HeMajy HUKakBe Tparehe nmpenmere. C npyre
CTpaHe, HIKU HUBO T0Ka3yje HU3 MaraHCKUX 00nvaja, Koju Cy oLl YBeK MOCTOjajt, Kao LITO
Cy pa3JIMYUTH CMEPOBH, Ka0 ¥ Pa3HH MOJIOKAjH HoJIarama Teia, npaTehn mpeaMeTH - HaKuT,
KepaMH4Ke MOCy/ie, ININHEHE JIaMIIe, UTI.

lect rpoOHuLa je MTOBE3aHO ca paHujuM mnpexpuirhanckuM HuBoeM. [pobHa cTpy-
KTypa 4eTBOPO X je jama - rpobuuna 4, 7, 9 u 21, 1 cBe Cy ACNMMHUYHO YHUIITEHE HOBUjHM
rpo6oBuma. Y rpobHHIIaMa 4 1 7 mpoHal)eHa cy 4 - 6 TBO3IeHa eKcepa, BEpOBAaTHO U3 KOBYETA.
VY cBUM OBUM IpoOHHILIAMa OTKPUBEHH Cy Ipatehn NpeMETH - OCY/e, NIMHEHE JIaMIIe, HT.
VY 0oBOM HHBOY, Takohje cMO MpoydaBalid TPOOHHUIYY ca HUIIOM - Ipob 5. To je rpoOHuUIAa
ca jaMoM, OOJMKOBaHMM YJa3oM M HUIIaoM. [IpucTyn HummM OIOKHpalie cy 4eTHPU OIeKe
pacnopehene no ayxxuHu ckenera. CinyHa CTPYKTYpe 3a caxpamHUBame MOTY ce Hahu y
ceBepHoj [1oOpynu - y rpoouutm in Callatis, na KpuMy n HeknM 1pyruM pernoHuMa ceBepHe
obaie LipHor mopa. Ty cy Ouim noBofeHH y Be3y ca MUrpanujom CapMaTHaHCKHX IJIeMEHa
Ha 3anaj.

Jlpyrom (ctapoxpirhanckom) HHBOYy mpumazia 18 rpo6osa, cBu mirpaheHu momohy
KaMEeHHX I104a - Kpunre. To je cTpyKTypa y 001Ky KyTHje 0/f KAMEHHX I1I04a IT0CTAaB/BEHUX
Ha UBHUIIE, 0OMYHO je/IHa [JI0YE Ha CBAKY O[] KPATKUX CTPaHa, M JIBE 10 YeTUPH IIJI0UE - Ha JIyKe
crpane. Ca eTHHYKE Tauyke MICAMINTA, IPAKCy je HACTaBHMIA POMaHNW30BaHA M XEJICHU30BaHa
nomynanija. Y rpoby Op. 22 mpoHANUTH CMO jemHy O MOKpHBajyhMx KaMeHHUX IuIioya,
KOja M3HAJ IPyay CKejleTa MMa HaTmuc. Y Iiody je yrpaBupa Kper ca umenom TIMQTI
HaNMCaHUM IpUkuM ciroBuMa. OBO je IpyTH IyT Ja ce paHOXpHIThaHCKH HATIINC I0jaBJbyje
n3 busone, mWTO je yTBphHEeHO TOKOM apXeoNIOMIKMX MCKOMaBama. Jpyru Harmmc je Taxohe
npoHal)eH y KaMeHOj I104H ca KpcToM U jxkeHckiuM umenom AEONTIZ.

V 3akspyuKy ce Moxke peh 1a Cy HCKOIIaHH I'POOOBH IPHIIAIAIIHN IPAJICKO] HEKPOTIOJIH,
nsrpaleHoj xao extra muros necropolis, Mo yrieay Ha TPUKy M PUMCKY Tpaaunujy Haxon
ycBajama xpuinhanctsa y IV Beky u y paHom BusaHTujckom nepuoay, putyai caxpaHe ce
npoMeHUI0. TOKOM XEJIeHHCTHYKOT M MOCeOHO PHUMCKOTr IIepHo/ia, TPUKU je3HK je I10CTao
3BaHUYHM je3WK 3amagae obane L{pHor mopa. Cynehn mo HarmucuMa, TpUKH je3WK OCTaje U
Jajbe IOMUHAHTaH TOKOM PaHOBH3aHTH]jCKOT 100a.



