Heuya Yauposuh

IHNPEOBPAREILE U KPIITEILE IAPA KOHCTAHTUHA

[cuxomoruja u caBpeMeHa HayKa HUCY Kajpe J1a y MOTIYHOCTH o0jacHe
3aIITO HEKaJga YOBEK Y jeIHOM TPEHYTKY IPOMCHHU CBOj HAUWH KHBOTA H TO-
craHe npyraumju. Kako je BpeMe Mmpoiia3uiio W Kako je MUBIUIM3ANMja Hampe-
JIOBaJIa, TaKO je M 0Baj (DEHOMEH CBE BHUIIIC W BHIIIE MIOTUCKUBAH U HA EHEra ce
IeJaI0 IpyraddjuM ounMa. Y J100a IpOoCBETHTEILCTBA Mpeodpaheme je mort-
MMyHO PalMOHAIM30BaHO W 00jallllbaBaHO Kao M0jaBa Koja je CMHIJbeHA, HC-
KOHCTpYHCaHa M yHAIIpe ] JOHOCH KOPHCT. Y aHTHYKOM CBETY, YOBEK je ApyTraunje
pasMUIIJbA0 W HHUje MMao MmoTpely jJa W3BpraBa pyriy mnpeoOpahemeHUKE;
IUBWIIM3AIIMjCKa JOCTUTHYha HUCY Omila ycMepaBaHa Jia ce caMO HEKOJIMITUHA
JbY/U, Ha IIEJIOM CBETY, O IHHX OKOPUCTE; a M IOIITOBAJO Ce Hayesna Jia je
Onadicenuje dasamu Heeo npumamu v 1a Tpeda byoumu onudxcreaa ceoea.

1. IIpeoGpaheme—Cama peu npeobpaherse noapasymeBa jeHy 1yOUHCKY,
CYLITHHCKY TIPOMEHY U TO HE caMo Y MOHaImamy, Beh u y menTamurety. [Ipe-
obpalieme YoBeKka OTBPhyjy OpojHU MpUMEpU TOKOM HCTOpHje. Bemmku mpe-
obpahennny cy 3a0ee)KeHN Y CBUM HUBIIIM3AIMjaMa, a 3aHUMJBUBO j& U TO Ja
Cy OHH, HEKaKo, CBOJHM T'S€CTOM YCIEBAJIH Ja CKPEHY HCTOPHjy y APYyradujem
npasity. To HHje camo JIeTeHla 0 HeKHM PEBOJTYIIHOHAPHUM MpoMeHama, Beh je
TO TIPIMEp MPOMEHE KHUBOTA M3 KOPEHA.

[Ipeobpaheme, metanoia, conversio, TOHOCH TIOTIIYHH TIPEOKPET ¥ yMy
jemHor doBeka. HajOospu mpuMepu kKopeHWTOr mpeoOpahema cy oHu 3aberne-
JKeHU Ha ctpaHuiiamMa Crapor 3aBeTa. Y MOpy MHOroooxaria, rmojaBuio ce He-
KOJIMKO JbYIIU KOjU Cy TIOBepoBaiHn y jenHora bora — y boea JKueoe nogeposauie
Aspam, Hcak, Jakos, Mojcuje, cmapozaeemnu nampujapcu, yapesu, npopoyu.
Wnaxk, Hajoossu mpumep npeoOpahemenuka je amocron IlaBie, koju je of
xpucroronutesba Capia mocrao CBETIOCT MHOrOO0Xa4koM cBeTy — of Tap-
ca, mpeko AtuHe W jenuHcke Makenonuje, Manre, na cBe mo Puma. [lamos
MmyT je myT npeoOpaheHrka, koju je OMo mpuMep 3a MHOTe y kKacHHje 100y. Kao
npeoOpalieHuK, OH je KPCTHO MHOTE KOjH Cy TPEILIH TPHOBHUT MyT 10 XPHCTA.
Hukako He Tpeba 3a0opasutn u Jyctuna ®uitocoda, moTOmET MydeHHKa, KOjH j&
y3 pasroBop ca crapieM TpudoHom, oceTro uckpy npeodpahema. Kacuuje je kp-
IITEH ¥ CBOjJUM JKMBOTOM H JISJIOM TI0Ka3a0 Kako je moryhe na ¢punocod mocra-
HE UCTUHCKH XpHUIThaHuH, MydeHHUK 3a XpucTa. KacHuju mpumep npeobpaliema
jecre u OnakeHN ABTYCTHH, KOjH j€ Y MIIaJIOCTH )KMBEO PACITyCHO 1 HEMOPAJTHO,
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na Ou y3 cuiry npeoopahema nmocrao Benuky xpuirhancku Mmucnunai. Ha kpajy,
HUKO 0fI OBUX npeoOpaheHnKa HHje caMo CBOjOM BOJFOM IOTIIEAA0 Ka Hebecnma
U Ha wuma eudeo Kpcm.! YBex je y Tome 0uo npcm boxju. [Ipeobpaheme je
TajHa, HAJUbYIICKa W HAIIpHUpOAHa TajHa. [lakie, MoTuBe 3a mpeobOpalieme je
temiko Hahw, jep nmpeoOpaheme He MOXKe J1a ce paIlOHAIHO 00jacHHU.

EnBapn ['m6oH je xunoternukyu HaBeo Moryhe motuse [{apa KoncranTrHa
3a ipeoOpaheme, a To cy: (1) 1o6poBoIBHO MpUXBaTame XpHUllhaHcTsa, (2) mo-
JTUTHYKA KOPUCT, (3) Bepcko yoeheme, (4) Hanpenaxk, (5) moOyHa MPOTHB CTapOT
cucrema.2 Ilon Jlemepn je ucrakao ma ce mpeoOpahennk KoHcTaHTHH umax
CMUIIIJBEHO MOYEO BUIIE MPUKJIAkaTh XpHulthancTBy Tek oA 320. roguHe, MTo
3aKJbydyje 1o HoBurhiMa Koju Cy y TOM Nepruoy KoBaHH. AKo mopa3 JInkunuja
324. ronuHe yjeIHO cMaTpaMo IMOpPa3oM MHOTOOOILITBa, MOpaMO OUTH BpIIO
oba3puBu npema npeodpahewy Llapa Koncrantuna.3 Llap je nyro u momnako
MPUXBaTa0 MMOMHUCA0 Ja ce KPCTH, jep My je, kako [lom Jlemepn kaxe, Xpui-
haHCTBO JIeNTOBalI0 HAjCHAXKHU]E U CYIITHHCKH Jpyraduje, ¢ THM JIa HHje JKeIeo
Jla TIOTIYHO YHHIITH MHOroOomTBO. Ca apyre crpane, Llap je 3ancta mmao Ha
yMy caMo XpHUIThaHCKY Bepy — CTAIHO je OO 3a0KYIIJbeH MPOOIeMUMa KOjH CY
HacTajanu y XpuinhancTBy: ca3ao je [IpBu BaceIbeHCKHU cabop, TPYIAHO ce OKO
pelraBama npoodiemMa Koje Cy W3a3uBajiy OTIIaJHHUIA U CAMO3BaHIIH. 4

Jasbe, Te3y O MOJUTHYKOM OTIOPTYHH3MY U CMHUIIIJBEHOM TPUOIIMIKABAY
XpumhaHcTBy, onet 6e3 jakux aprymenara, opanuo je u [lanank. 1 meros cras
npema npeobpahemy Llapa KoHcTanTHHA pae TMHUjOM palMOHAIN3Ma U MPO-
cBetuTesbeTBa. Hamme, [lanank 3aroBapa te3y na je KoHcranTwH mpuxBatno
CHHPETUYKU Aen3aM (WIH naeancku MOHOmMeu3am, Kako ra kpctu Bypkxapnm)
CBOT OIIa, @ 3aTUM j€ y Taj PEIUTHO3HH CHCTEM — CaMO M3 KOPHCTH — JKEJIeo 1a
ymeTHe XpuihaHcTBo. “HberoBo He3Hame U cyjeBepje, HCTO Kao U jKesba Ja
VIOBOJBEH IIEJIOM CBETY, JOBEIH Cy T'a IO yCBajamha ITBOCMHUCICHOT PEIUTHjC-
KOT' cTaBa, Koje je 3aapkao O0apem a0 324. rofuHe, ako HE W JIO CBOje CMp-
Th.”S OBa [lasaHkoBa TBpIa 3aCHUBA CE, KAKO OH CaM Kaxke, Ha HEIIOOMTHUM
JOKa3uMa: MaraHcKH KapakTep 3BAaHUYHUX TEKCTOBA, 3a[PKABAbE MAaraHCKUX
CBEIITEHUKA Yy IApCKUM ciyxOama. [Iutamo ce, 3ap je TO KJby4HH JOKa3 Ja
je Llap Ouo maranuH y nymm? 3BaHHYHE TEKCTOBE HHj€ OH CaM IHCAo, 1Ma 1a y

1 Anysuja Ha Beue mpen OMTKY Koj MuBHjckor Mocta, kana je [{lap KonctHatuu
puaeo Kpcr Ha HeGecuma. Ta uynecHa mojaBa Kpcera, 1 1eroB 3aBeT 1a hie CBU BErOBH paTt-
HUIIM HOCUTH Ha oziehu u oxstonuma Kpcet nonenu cy My HajoutHujy nodexy. [loce Te Outke
Pomejcko [apcTBo je 1o6wmto jenuor Llapa u JOXKHBENO je CHCTEMCKH Mpeobpaxaj — mpeoo-
paheme. O oBom norahajy Buau Jlakranmmje, O cupmu npoconoumesva, rnasa 44.

2 Gibbon, Edward, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Wordsworth, Great
Britain, 16, 365.

3 Onumpuuje Buau cryauje: H. hadwick, “Conversion in Constantine the Great” y
Religious Motivation: Biographical and Sociological Problems for the Church Historian, ed.
Derek Baker. 1-13. Oxford:Basil Blackwell, 1978; T.D. Barnes, “The Constantinian Reforma-
tion.” y The Crake Lectures, 1984: A Classical Symposium held September 27-28; Barnes,
“The Conversion of Constantine”, Classical Views n.s., 4 (1985); Keresztes, “The Phenom-
enon of Constantine the Great’s Conversion”, Augustinianum 27 (1987).

4 Bojckoeoha, yap, ceemay, yp. H. Ozumuh, Huiu 2002; IT. JTemepiie, KoHcmanmunoga
xpuwhancka u ucmourbauxa Monaxuja, 55.

5 Bojcrosoha, yap, ceemay, XK. P. Tlanauk, [Tocmynuo npeobpahere, 81.
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BEroBUM MUcITHMa ocehamo marancku nyx, Beh Cy TEeKCTOBH HACTajally Ha JIBO-
PY, a MUCAIK Cy X TBOPCKH CITYKOCHUIN KOjU CYy BEpOBATHO 00pa30BaHM y Ma-
TaHCKOM AyXy. Jlajke, muTame je mTa 3a jbera 3Ha4d caM KapaKTep TEKCTOBa, a
11 je To popMa Trcama — Koja je 300r o0pa3oBama JbYIU KOjU Cy MUcad, Ouia
narancka. O 3aapkaBamy CBEIITCHHUKA Y JIBOPCKO] CIYXOW Kao HEOOUTHOM
JI0Ka3y Ja je u caM [lap maranus, He TpeOa HE TOBOPHUTH, jep HEKOIHUIIMHA JbYTH
KOjH cy ToOpO paJuiiv CBOj MOCao HUje Tpedaio jJa HacTpaaajy 300T Tora mro
cy maranu. IToBpx cBera, Mopamo /ia miejaMo KakBH Cy 3aKOHH OMIIM KOjuMa je
Lap Bnagao: oH je 3a0paHuO KPTBOMPHUHOIIEHE. 3ap OM TO MaraHuH ypaauo?
Munserma cMo J1a je TO AaJIeKO jadu A0Ka3 oJ] OBa JiBa HaBeeHa. [lanank 3aTum
3acTyna Te3y aa je [lap mocTynHo moctao XpuinhaHuH: MPBO j& CYAHO O JIAKHAM
penurujamMa v og0auo MHOroOoXKayke KyaToBe, OTKPHO je Ja mocToju JexaH,
BpxoBHuu bor, u Ha kpajy, OTKpuBa 1a je oH moMohHuK Kora je bor mocnao Ha
3eMJpy 1a ['a HajaBu. CyjeBepjeM ce cmatpa To mTo je Llap mocie cHoBuhema
Kpcra, Hapenno ma ce XpumrhaHCKH CHMBOJ ITOCTaBH Ha Oapjake U IITHTOBE.
Ogne nmamo Beh HaBeneHy TeopHjy Aa je Llap moBepoBao y XpUCTOBY CHary u
Keleo je Ja je uckopuctu. Ha kpajy, [Tanank nnak kaxxe na He cMeMo 300T 0BO-
ra ga omdanumo ctBapHocT LlapeBor mpeoOpahema, jep uctude aa je ox 312.
ronuHe Llap BepoBao y Xpucra, Te na je ox Tana 6uo Bpio npupxkeH L[pkeu
XpHUCTORO;].

[IpeoOpaheme Temko MoXke Ja ce CBelle Ha pallMOHAJIHE MOjMOBE, aJH
aKo TMOKYIIaBaMao U Jia IOCTaBUMO XMIIOTE3y 3a TO MOPaMO MMaTH Ha yMy U
HAAMPUPOTHO, “HENOTHYHO” — 33 HAC JbyJe — JesoBambe bora y ucropuju.

2. Kpmrrewe — Kpuimerse je Cera Tajua y Llpkeu Xpuctooj. TajHa kpo3
Kojy ce ynasu y Beuno LlapctBo Hebecko. [Tomrro je mpeobpaheme TBUT 4OBEKOBOT
HECBECHOT, ITOKPET Cplia, [1a yMa, OHO JIOHOCH KPIITEHCKY peaHOCT. CYIITHHCKMM
npeodpahemeM ce obmaunmo y 6ermy onehy XpruCTOBaCKPCHOT JKHUBOTA.

Y npBa Tpu Beka caM 00peT KpIITekha HHje IMao HEKY oceOHy CTPYKTY-
py.6 Panu xpumthanu cy oBuM o0penoM yiaa3uin y 3ajeasuiy, Lipksy. Kpmreme
je 6mI0 HeoBOjUBO YKJIOIIBbeHO ¥ CBety JIuTyprujy, a cam obpen ce 3aBpiia-
BAa0 YeaUBOM MUpd, KOjU je MPeCTaB/bao M pajlocT CBUX wiaHoBa L{pkse 300r
HOBOKPIIITEHOT, aJld U CBEA0YCH:E 3ajeHHMIIC [ j€ Y FIheHOM Hapydjy HOBH UJIaH.
Crucu Caeror HUrnaruja boronocna, 3aTuM JyCTHHOBH CIIMCH U CIUC Yuerve
dsanaecmopuye anocmona ce Claxy Ja je emucKoIl KpIiTapao;’ Oamr Kao mro
je ouno u y cnyuajy kpmrema Llapa Koncrantuna. UnonutoBo Anocmoncko
npedarped cBefour aa je u moueTkoM 111 Beka oOpes UCTOBETaH ca OHUM IITO

6 O xpurersy Buau Thomas M. Finn, “Ritual Process and the Survival of Early Chris-
tianity,” Journal of Ritual Studies 3 (1989); Paul F. Bradshaw, The Search for the Origins
of Christian Worship: Sources and Methods for the Study of Early Liturgy (London, SPCK,
1992).

7 OmmmpHUje BUIH Jena anocmonckux yuenuka, mpeseo EMUCKoI 3aXyMCKo-Xepliie-
TOBauKH U MPUMOpPCKH AtaHacuje, Manactupu Xwnangap u Teppour, Bpmauka 6ama — Tpe-
oume, 1999, 45-77; 103-111; 227-275; 427-459.

8 O oBoMm crucy Bpio cy 3HadajHe cryauje: Gregory Dix, ed., The Treatise on the
Apostolic Tradition of St Hippolytus of Rome, rev. Henry Chadwick (London, SPCK, 1968);
G.J. Cuming, Hippolytus: A Text for Students, Grove Liturgical Study, 8, rev ed (Bramcote,
Notts, Grove Books, 1987) u Allen Brent, Hippolytus and the Roman Church in the Third
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je ommcaHo y HaBeneHMM crniucuMa.® Tex ox IV Beka MoXe ce IpaTHTH CTPYyK-
Typa caMor o0peza, y KOMe Cy Ce OfBajayia JBa aclieKTa: Apu3ue W KaTHXyMe-
Hart. [Ipu3ue Ha KPIITECHE Ce OMIMKOBA0 U MYUYCHHUIITBOM Y IEPHOIY MPOTOHA.
MelyytuM, GOm0 je ¥ MHOTO OHHX KOjU Cy OMJIM KaTHXyMEHH, a HaMEpHO Cy
oAyaraju Jia ce kpere, tako na llap Koncrantun Huje 6uo ycamibeH npumep
cBor 06a. MHoru ¢y Owin Xpuinhanu y cpily, ajid Cy c€ KpIITaBaJId TeK Tpes
CMPT KaKo OM MM KpPLITEHCKOM CUIIOM OMJIM OOPUCAHU CBU IPECH, IITO MOXKE
Ja Oyze jak yTHIlaj HanmaneHor Mopanusma y Bepu. Llap KoncranTus je ucro
MHCJIMO U MCTO YPaano, ITO BUANMO M3 CBEIOYAHCTBA KOje HaM JIOHOCH CITHC
Kueom Koncmanmunos.

Jpyru acmekT KpITema y PaHOXPUIITNAHCKOM IEPHOLy OHMO je KaThxy-
MEHCKH IEPHOJ: yUCHE O BEPOUCIIOBEIAY U O CAMOM XPHIThaHCKOM >KUBOTY.
MHoru cy 6uiu noyyaBaHH O CaMOM 3Hauajy KpIITema U obaBe3ama xpuithana
y CBETY, OCIIe ynaxema y LIpkBy, alu cy MHOTH YUUIIM U O CAMOM BEPOUCHO-
Bemamy. |0 KaTuxyMeHar je MpoIBeTao y MEepHOAYy IOCIe MPOTOHa, TOYETKOM
IV Beka Hekako y ucto BpeMe kaja je Koncrantun nocrao Llap, kana je MHOTO
JpyaM ynazuio y Llpkay.

MHoru paHOXpHUIThaHCKHM CIIUCH CBEAOUE Aa je KAaTUXyMEHCKH IEepHO[
Tpajao M YaK JIO TPU TOAWHE,!! 3aTo MITO je y Nepuody MporoHa tpedano na
Oyzie MCTaKkHyTa jaka xkeJba 3a KPIITEHheM U jaka Bepa y Backpenor bora, kako
Ou 4oBeK MpHUCTynHuo KpiTewky. Kako HaBoje Bacunuje Benuku u [puropuje
Huckn Ha moveTKy roanHe oIiallleHH Ccy ce NMpHjaBJbHBaNU aa he ce KPCTHTH,
a TO je 3HA4YWIO Ja ce OHHM OIMax IPHIPEMajy 3a KpmTeme. JoaH 31maTtoycT
HaBOJIM KaKo Cy C€ OHU KOjU Cy OWJIM MHOTOOOIIIIH, a XTEIH CY Jla ¢€ KPCTe U
mocTady Xpuirhauu, Kajajau | OJPHUIAIH OJf CBETa IITO Cy PaJiiv Ipe U 1a Cy
Iocjie KaTHXyMEHCKOT ITepruoia ONBaJIi KPIITEHH.

KpmrewellapaKoncTantrunaje onvcanoy cnucy JKusom Koncmanmunos.
IIpen xpaj Tor cmuca onucanu cy aorah)aju Koju Cy NPEeTXOAUIN H-ETOBOM KpIII-
TEHY, caMO KPINTEHE, HEeroBa CMpT U caxpaHa. Mako je OMII0 OHHX KOjH Ccy
CYyMBAJH y ayTeHTHYHOCT OBOT CIMca U ommca KpmTema Llapa, jacHo ce u3
OBOT cBeovyaHcTBa BuaM aa je Llap Koncrantun, u npe caMor KpiTema, 61o
y cpity xpumhaHuH U Jja je CBECHO MPUCTYNHO CMUCKOIMMA Jia Ta Mpel CMPT
kpcre. Ca apyre cTpaHe, HeMa CBEIOYaHCTaBa U3 TOT IEPHOIA KOjU TPYXKajy
Ipyraunjy ciuky o BepH Llapa Koncrantuna. /lakie, CBM OHM KOjH Cy TOBOPHITH
na je Llap 6uo camo momuTHYap U 11a je Tpreo xpunihane 30or mupa y Llapcty
HEMajy UBpPCTE AOKa3e 3a TO.

Century: Communities in Tension Before the

Emergence of a Monarch Bishop, Supplements to Vigiliae Christanae, 31 (Leiden:
Brill, 1995).

9 Jlena anocmonckux yuenuka, 439-445.

10 36or Tora nito je 6UI0 J0CTa JbYIH KOjU Cy OMYTOBIAYMIIN Ca KPIITEHEM, CITHCKO-
ITH ¥ CBELLITCHUIM HUCY J03BOJbABAIIH JIa HEKPIITEHU-omIaleHu Oyny Ha CBetoj JIuTypruju
nocne Jlutypruje Peun. Jlakne, Hekpmrrenn cy 6wnn y LipkBu JoK ce unTana 3a4ana u3 Je-
BanleJpa U allOCTOJICKUX CITHCA, a 3aTHM Cy MOIIU Jia 4yjy 1 Oecely, alnu oaMax Hoclie Tora
MoOpaii Cy Aa Hamycrte 3ajeanuiy. Ha Taj Ha4MH Cy CBEIUTCHUIM NPAKTHYHO YTHULIAIH Ha
JbyJie Jla ce KpcTe Kako 61 mpuctynuin Yamu.

11 [Tena anocmonckux yuenuxa, 438.
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VY 61. maBu cniuca JKueom Koncmanmunog KUBOTOIKCAL] OITUCY]j€ KaKO
ce Koncrantun pazboneo y Jenunomospy. “Ty je HEKO BpeMe MPOBEO y LPK-
BM MYyYEHHKa, U 3aKINBa0 ce u Monmo bory. bro je yoehen na my ce skuBoT
ommku kpajy. Ocehao je ma monasu Bpeme kajaa Tpeda Ja 3aTpakd ouuIiherme
IpexoBa U3 CBOje MPOILIOCTH, YBPCTO Bepyjyhu Ja he, mako cy cBe Tpelke Koje
j€ HampaBUO CMPTHH TPEX, HEroBa Jyllla OMTH O4MIIheHa O rpexa Kpo3 Je-
JIOTBOPHOCT TajaHCTBEHUX PEYH M CITACOHOCHOM BOJIOM KpIITerha.”” 12 Kao moxkaj-
HHK, HETIPeCTaHo ce Mojno, kineuehu Ha npary Lpkse. Tana My je cBelITeHUK
IPOYNTA0 MOJIMTBE U OH je OTHINAo Ja obuinasu okonuHy Huxomunnje, rae ce
CpeTao ca eMUCKOIMMa U pasroBapao ca mbHhMa 0 Kpiutemy. [lakie, oBaj nepuj
MOXe Jla ce cMarpa KaruxyHatoMm.!3 3Hajyhu na je Llap 6uo nokperau [IpBor
BaceJbEHCKOT cabopa, ¥ J1a je TOKOM CBOT JKUBOTA OHO OKPY)KEH CIMHCKOITUMA U
CBEIITEHUIIMMA, J1a j€ IPOBOANO MHOTO BPEMEHA y TIPUYH Ca KIHPHIIAMA TOKOM
LEJIOT CBOT )KMBOTA, MHUIIUBEEA CMO JIa je €0 FHETOBOT JKUBOTA Kaja je Oumo
Bragap LlapcTBoM, Omo mepron y KoMe ce OH IpHIpeMao 3a KpimTeme. OH je
OMO OITIallIeH TOKOM TOT Jiefia CBOT )KHMBOTA, TAKO Ja j& ca/ia Mpe]] CMPT MPUIIA0
HCKPEHOT CpIia J1a ce KPCTH.

V 62. maswu criuca JKusom Koncmanmunoe HaBenene cy peun Llapa Kon-
crantuHa: “CTHrao je yac KOMe caM c€ Iyro Hajao, ca UCKPEHOM KEJbOM H
MOJIMTBOM, y KoMe nobujaMm craceme y bory. Yac je crturao, gac y koju MOTy
Ja 3a71001jeM O1arociaoB TOT medaTa Koju JOHOCH OeCMPTHOCT (BEYHOCT), Yac
y KOjU MOTY Jla IPUMHM IedaT cracema. Mucnuo cam na he ce To necutu y
BoAM peke JopaaHa, rie ce u Hamr Cnacuresb, HaMa 3a NPHUMeEpP, KPCTHO: aJu
Bor, koju 3Ha mTa HAM je Ha KOPUCT, OAPENUO je Ja MPUMUM Taj OJarocios
6aw opne. Heka Oyne Tako 6e3 oanarama: jep je To berosa Bosra, OHora Koju
je Tocmomap *uBOTa M CMPTH, TAKO J1a MO]j ’KHBOT OBJIe Tpeba J1a ce MPOIyKH U
Jla Moja cya0rHa Oyne oBe3aHa ca HapoJoM boxjuMm, U y 3ajeIHUIU ca BhUMa,
Yy MOJIUTBH moITo caM wiaH L{pkge, ja hy ceOu npumnucaru of Tor 1o0a Kakas
he MU )KMBOT OWTH, OHAKaB Kao IITO Npwimdn theroroj ciyxou.”14 Hapogehu
OBE pedYr MOXKEMO Ja 3aKJbYInMO J1a je KoHCTaHTHH IIaHupao na ce KpeTu y
Jopnany, anu ra je GonecT noxypuiia ¥ IpuMopasa ia ce kpetu y Hukomuauju.
Ocum TOra, OBE M3rOBOpEHE peuu Mmokasyjy Aa je Llap gocra mo6po 3Hao mra
je KpIITeme.

INocne meroBux pedu, enucKonu cy ciyxuiu CBeTy ciyx0y, Kako Kaxe
YKMBOTOIHKCAI] “II0 YOOHYjaHOM yCTaBy, a My Cy JaBajli HEOIIXOJHE CaBeTe
yrHehH ra yYeCHUKOM CBETOTajUHCKe ciyx0e”.15 Tako je KoHcTtaHTuH, TpBH 0]
CBHX BIaziapa, KpireH y L{[pkBu, a KpIITeH je y XpaMy mocBehieHoM MydeHuIIMa
Xpucrouma. [Tocne kpiTema BUIIE HAje HOCHO IAapCKy MyPITypPHY OIEHKIY.

VY 63. raBu cnmca onmcaHo je kako ce Llap mommo Bory mocne kpmire-
wma. “Cajia 3HaM Jia caM 3amcTa 0JarocjioBeH: caja caM CUTypaH Ja caM Jo-
0ro cHary 6eCMpTHOCTH | J]a caM TI0CTao 3ajeHn4ap boxaHcke cBeTiIoCTH.” 16

12 Vita Constantini 61.
13 Cf. EJ. Yarnold, “The Baptism of Constantine,” Studia Patristica 26 (1993), 95-96.
4 Vita Constantini 62.
15 Vita Constantini, 62.
16 Vita Constantini, 63.
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3aBemTao je CBOjUM BOjCKOBOhama Kako Ja ra caxpaHe, a 3aTHM j€ MOJAEIHO
FOJIMIIIHE HATPajie PUMCKUM rpaljaHuMa CBOje MPECTOHUIIE, Y HACIEACTBO je
OCTaBHO UMIICPH]y CBOjUM CHHOBHMA, “Kao Jia OAlITHHN OYCBUHY”, 3aIIUCA0 j&
YKUBOTOIHCALL.

Y oBe HaBelleHe TP IVIaBe jacHO ce MoTBphyje 1a je KoHcTaHTHH CBECHO
mpeJ; cMpT KpiiteH y xpunrhanckoj L{pkeu, ga je mpunpeMao cBoje KpIITeHwe,
Jla je 3Hao IITa je KPIITeHhE U IITa je 3ajeqHuia ca Jemaum borom.

3. Jonpunoc Lapa Koncmanmuna y paseojy Hosux uoeja u cmpemverba
v anmuukoj yusuauszayuju — Jlnoxnenujax je, npe KoncanTuna, Beh packuHyo
ca pUMCKOM TPaJHUITjOM U KIMAo je HareTe oJHoce ca puMckuM CeHnarom. OH je
CTBOPHO JIP>)KaBHHU CHCTEM, Koju he kacHUje ykuHyTH KoHCTaHTHH.

Ha xpajy III n mouetrkom IV Beka LlapcTBo je 6mio y KpusH, a MHOT00O-
XKadka pesuruja je Omia y Bpio jomeM cramy. Kako Jako6 Bypkxapn HaBomu:
“maraHcTBO OU ce n3ryomo na Huje gomnuio Xpumhanctso.”!7 Pumcko LlapctBo
je nomackoM KoHCTaHTMHA MOCTano XpHUIITHAaHCKO, INTO je IO MUIBCHY
Iona Jlemepnea jeman o HajBaxHUjuUX Jorahaja y ucTopuju, anu 1a je Taj
norahaj yjeqlHO JIOHEO W MHOTe clIokeHe mpobieme.18 Kako cy ce camu Jbynu
peoOpaTHiIN y HOBY Bepy, XpHIIThaHCTBO, Tako je 1 yutaBo Pomejcko LlapcTBo
JIOKUBEIO CYIITUHCKH TpeoOpakaj u npeodpaheme.

Hamouerky IV Beka, IlapcTBo je OWIT0 y TPHIIMYHO JIOIIEM CTamky, HE CaMo
MaTepHjaTHO-(pHHAHCH]CKOM, Beh ¥ JyXOBHOM. 300T CTaJTHUX PaToBa M IUPEHa
TEPUTOpPHje, alli 1 300T pa3Boja TPrOBHHE — U HA KOIHY, 1 Ha MOPY — HauyuH
KHUBOT Jeyau ca Mcroka, Bennkn Opoj KynToBa ca McToka u pasiuyuT HaYuH
MUIIJBEHA, 3a04€HY0 je crapo, ymrymkano Pomejcko Llapctso. IlpuxBarama
HOBHX HMCTOURAYKHX KYJITOBAa M MaJOa3WjCKUX OOXKaHCTaBa 3HAYMIO jeé HOBO
cyjeBepje u moBehaBame Opoja Ooroea u KynTosa.!9 Kako ce kBapuia 3BaHUYHA
MHOTO0OKa4Ka Bepa, TaKko ce KBapuiia M MOJUTHKA, jep OHU KOju Cy OnnM Ha
BJIACTH JKeJIeH Cy Jla, Ha caMo ceOM CBOjCTBEH HAuWH, Blanajy. Mnak, y mp-
’aBHO-TIOJIUTHYKOM CHCTEMY JI0CTa JyTO Ce HHje HUIITa HOBO JiemaBano. MHo-
roboXkayKa peNuruja ce puxaarajia Ha pojerby U HHje ce HUIITA PAgHIo Kako
OW ce YHANpeauo KyJT, a CAMIM THM XXPEUeBH HUCY MOIIIU Ja MPYyXKe HUKAKaB
JOTPHUHOC Y TIOMaKy COIMjaJTHOT >KuBoTa Pomeja. Moxemo pehn ma cy myHuHx
mect BekoBa PuM m McTok uBenn Ha MCTH Ha4ywH, 0e3 BeIHKHX y3nmeTa. Of
outke xox Vce m cmptr Anekcannpa Bemmxor, 3aTuM pacrnpadaBama HETOBOT
[apCTBa U CTBaparha HOBHX JIPKaBa; HHUIITA C€ CYIITHHCKH HOBO HHjE JCCHIIO.
[TocTojanu cy nokymaju a ce peopmMama MPOMEHH HEITO Ha 00JbE — CETHMO
ce I'paxa u 1Ba TpujyMBHpaTa — ajid HUCY YCIISNIH Jla CBY €HEPrHjy ycMepe Ka
CTBapamy Heder HOBOT, Beh ¢y caMo 0OHaBJbAIIHM CTapo.

Kpw3za y )KMBOTY aHTHYKOT YOBEKa U H-ErOBE KyAType J0BeJa je 10 JeKa-
JeHIMje NpyITBa. “PednTo cBeno4aHCTBO CTapema U KBapemha PUMCKOT CBETa,
3a mTa XpUIIhaHCTBO HE CHOCH KPHUBHILY, jeCTe IeJla HCTOPHja OBOT HEpPHO-

17 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, preveo Dusan Jani¢, Sremski Karlo-
vci — Novi Sad, 141.

18 Bojckeoha, yap, ceemay, Tlon Jlemepne, Koncmanmunosa xpuwhiancka u uc-
mourauxa monaxuja, 52.

19 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 150-184.
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na.”20 Tako Jako0® Bypkxapy jeqHOM pedeHUIIOM Ne(HHUIIE KBAPEHE PUMCKOT
CBETa, aJi ca TOCEOHOM ONPEAHUIIOM O HEBUHOCTH XpHIIThaHa, HAaKO je MMao
nomr ctaB peMa KoHctanTuHy kao Xpunthanumy.

VY TakBoM 0e3HM3I1a3HOM TPEHYTKY I0jaBrno ce KoHcTaHTHH ca KeJhoM 11a
MIPOMEHH CTape HABHKE U YBE/Ie HOBHHE Y KMBOTY U MOJIUTHIN. KOHCTaHTHHOB
orar KoHcTaHIHje, Hako je MaJio BlIa1ao, yCTaHOBHO j€, HaKO Y IIEPHOTY TPOroHa
xpumrhaHa, CCTEM ToJIepaHIyje, Koju je KoHcTaHTHH Hacieano 1 IOCTaBHO Kao
uzaean pnanaBuHe. Koncrantus je og 306. rofiHe ¥ BETOBOT NPOTTIAlIaBamka 3a
Iapa M3jallkbaBao Kao 3alTUTHUK xpuirhana.2! Lap je kpeHyo u3 bputanuje
u nokopuo 1eno Pomejcko Lapcteo. HapaBHO, Tako HEMITO je ycreBaio U MHO-
MM JPYyTHUM BOjCKOBOhaMma, aju je OH MOKPEHYO APYTY HAYMH MUILBCHA; Ha-
JIUK PEBOJIYLMOHAPHO] AJIEKCAHPOBOj jenuHu3aluju VcToka, mTo CBEIOYH O
ydecTBOBamY bora y HCTOpHjU Kpo3 peaiHe JbYICKE JINIHOCTH.

On 306. romune, Llap je mokymasao Ja IOKpPEHE HOBE CTBAPH Y y4Ma-
JIOM CHCTEMY, KaKo Yy OpKaBHHYKOM W BOJHO-TIONUTHYKOM JKUBOTY, TAKO H Y
camoM npymTBy. KoHcranTrH je Ha OCTpBY HOKPEHYO MHOTA [EIIaBamba: OX
H3TPaJihe BOJHUX JIOTOpa, TpaloBa, Mpeko GopTudUKaimje, 10 U3rpajme Mo-
cToBa u myTteBa. Ca apyre ctpane, Llap je ydecTBoBao y pa3Oujamy yumaliux
JPYIITBEHUX HaBHKa, MIOKPETA0 HOBE HAYMHE y MUIBCHY, Pa3BHja0 HOB CH-
CTeM y €KOHOMH]jU M Bojciy. [lomTo je MHOroOOKauku KyaT Beh OHO TOJNHKO
M30Ta4YeH, OH HHje XTeO Jia yUecTByje y lbeMy. [locToje cBemouancTa aa je eh
u weroB otanl Korcrannuje Xmop BepoBao y jeqHor BpxoBHor bora u na Huje
6o MHOro6oxal. buo je To mpuMep KacHOT MaraHcKOr MOHOTen3Ma.22 Jlakie,
kynT y KoncrHarnunoBoj Kyhu je 6M0 MOHOTEHCTHYKH U OH HHj€ MOTao Ja ce
OyIpE MOPOJUYHOM YTHIIA]Y, Beh je HacTaBHO ca MOHOTen3MoM. KoHcTaHTHH
je oTmoveo KoHauHy 60pOy ca maraHcTBOM U MHOTOOOKaukuM Pumom, y kopuct
jemHoboxauke Bepe y bora JKupor. YiipaBo My Ha ToMe HajBUIIIE U 3aMepa Hbe-
TOB MOCPEIHH HACIICIHUK JyirjaH, KOji HUje MOrao Ja ce MOMHUPH ca TUM Jia
je KoncTaHTHH npeoOpa3no aHTHYKA PUM U J1a je YKUHYO KPTBOIPHHOIIICHA
¥ THUME yJapuo BEIHKH, aKo HE W OJCYIHH, ynapai MHorooomTBy. Kacauje he
Jako0 Bypxxapxa nenuampaHo xa3uBaTH Ja ce KoHCTaHTHH HUKaIa HUje Tpen-
CTaBJbAO Ka0 XpUIIThaHUH U Aa je 610 IpopadyHaTH HOJIUTHYAP, AJIH HAKAJIOCT,
HHje Te UCKa3e MOTKPENno HaBOMMA U3 HEKHUX CBE0YaHCaTBa U3 TOT IEPHO/a,
0 ToMe, Beh je MpOoM3BOJFHO U3BEO 3aKJbYUKE HA OCHOBY HEKOJIHKO IPEMHUCA O
KoHCTaHTHHOBHM MOCTYIIMMA U B-eT0BOj Topoauiu.23 Umak je Bypkxapn mpu-
3Ha0 ja je Koncrantun 6uo jenHoOoXkall, a 3a TO HABOJM Kao J0Ka3 HaTIHC Ha
KoHCTaHTHHOBOM CIIaBOIYKY y Pumy.24

Kao HajOospH IpUMeEp MPHU3BOJFHUX TEOPHja HABEIH CMO CAMO HEKOIUKO
BpII0 ONTHUX HABOJa HETIPABUITHOT U HEIOCIIETHOT 3aKJbyUrBama —Jakoba Bypk-
xapTa, udje neno Joba Koncmanmurna Benukoe, o0uiyje HEMOTKPEIIJbEHUM U
MIPOTHUBYPEUYHUM 3aKJbYUIIIMA.

20 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 249.
21 Gibbon, Edward, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 16, 365.
22 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 232.
23 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 304.
24 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 320.
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4. 3a u npomue Lapa — O KOHCTaHTMHOBOM HBOTY OCTaJl0 j€ MHOTO
CBEIOYAHCTaBa, KAaKO U3 MHOT00O0Xad4Kol, Tako W W3 Xpuirhanckor mnepa. Ox
xpuIrhaHCKUX MHcala HajBaXHUjU ¢y curypHo Jlakranmuje, CozomeH, Cokpar
Cxonactuk 1 Jerceruje Kecapujcku, KojH je Halmucao HEKOJIUKO CITMCa O Biaja-
BuHH Llapa KoncranTtuHa, 3aTuM Oenexuo meroBe Oecene, U CBE OHO IITO Ce
JelaBaia y TOKy napeBama. Bpio je ouran u criuc JKusom Koncmanmunos,
a 3aTUM ¥ MHOTe Oecesie M CIHCH IPKBEHHUX BCJ]I/IKO}IOCTOjHI/IKa KOju cy Om-
b0’ ynyheHn camoMm llapy. JeBCCBI/I_]e Kecapujcku je cauyBao 3a 6yz[yhe reHe-
paije HermoOUTHO BaXKHE MCTOPHjCKE YHMEHEHHIE M JOKYMEHTa KOja MOTY Ja
HaM MOCIIyXe y pa3jalliibaBamby LapeBOr JKHMBOTA, BEPOHUCIIOBEAAba U JeIamba.
INomenyhemo nucma AHmeHycy, ryBepHepy Adpuke M enUCKOIly KapTaruH-
ckoM llemmnujany, y kojumMa je Llap HETBOCMHCIICHO TOBOPHO O CBOM XpHIII-
haHckom ompeniesbey. Ca ipyre cTpaHe, cadyBaHU Cy U 3aKOHHU KojuMa je Kon-
CTaHTHH BJIaJao0, KOjH Takohje MOTy J1a yKa)Xy Ha FeroBO BEpOUCIIOBEIAmE. Y
criucy JKugom Koncmanmunos e na je Lap 3a0paHio KPTBONPHUHOIICH:E
y TaraHcKuM XpaMOBHMa, IPOPHIaka, U Ja je HaBOOHO oOllacHe TyBepHepe
na m3rpalyjy u oOHaBJbajy pkBe. Y cBoM nmucMy Canopy, napy Ilepcuje, Kon-
CTaHTHH TOBOPH JIa Bepyje HajcBeTHjoM BepoM y JenHor Ceetor bora. M3 oBor
CE jaCHO BW[IW, N1a JIM jeé TO PEJHKT NMPOTHBYPEYHOT MaraHCKOI MOHOTEH3Ma,
Koju HaBoaM Bypkxapa, miu mmpasa Bepa y Xpucra.

Ca npyre cTpaHe, IOCTOj€ CBEJIOYaHCTBA U MHOTO0OXKaIla — Ha IIPBOM Me-
cTy, Beh momenyror Jynujana Arnocrare, a 3aTUM U OHUX KOjH Cy KHUBEJIU [OCTIe
Koncrantunose cMmptu: EBHanuje u3 Capaa, u 3ocuma.

[TpunudHO je 9yIHO ca KOJIUKO XKapa Cy KpUTHKOBaHH XPUITNAHCKY IHCITH,
caBpemenuiy Llapa, koju cy omnmcany HBeroB )KUBOT. TEIIKO je a Cy OHH KOjU
Cy JKHBEJH 3ajemHo ca L{apem, OMan TOMMKO MPUCTPACHU U IPOTHBYPEUHH, a 4
CY OHH KOjH CY JKUBEIIU JIC[IEHHjaMa, a TOCEOHO OHM KOjU Cy )KMBEJH BEKOBHMA,
nocite [{apa Ouim oAroBOpHU Mpe]] UCTOPHjOM M OynyhuM reHeparmjama u Kpu-
THYKH pUCTYyiIM KoHCTaHTHHOBOM *kHBOTY. JynujaH Anocrara je 61o HajBe-
hu nmporuHuK llapa y HajOIMKeM MeproOay IApEeBOT 3€MHOT XUBOTA. Hheros
HacTaBJbad KOjU je omasioBaxanao LlapeBo npeobpaheme u kpmremwe, 61o je Es-
Hanuje u3 Capma. Ha BeroBy KpUTHKY ce HajoBe3ao 3ocumMa koju je y VI Beky
MOHMXaBajyhe roBOpHO 0 IApeBOM JyXOBHOM U MEHTAJTHOM Ipeodpaxajy. 30-
CUMWHHU TEKCTOBH Cy OTKpHBEHH y X VI BeKy, a caMUM THM j€ y TOM pa3io0iby
mojayaHa KpuTH4Ka cBecT npema LlapeBoj metanoi. Joxanec JIeBHKIaBHUjyC je
mramiiao 3ocuMuH omyc y bazeny, 1576. roqune.2s OnaMax je TeHICHIIMO3HO
cKpajHyo cBenouaHcTBa JeBceBuja Kecapujckor u haBopruzoBao 30CUMHUH KpH-
THYKH cTaB npema Llapy. OBaj Hu3 HactaBwim cy Ensapa [mOoH u, moHajBHIIe,
Jako6 bypxxapar. CBu onu 3ajeHO Omtu ¢y IpoTHB Tora fa je Llap 6uo uctus-
cku xpumhaHuH, Beh 1a je OMo caMo IMOJUTHYAp U CUHKPETHCTA, KOJH j& CBE
pajro KaKko OW 3a]p>ka0 HEOrpaHHUYEHyY BIIACT y CBOjUM pykama. tbiuxoB 1k je
Omo na npukaxy llapa kao moxynaraHuHa, KOjH c€ TOJBOpaBa0 XpHIThaHuMa
camo Ja 6u cadyBao CBOjy BiacT. Jlakie, CBU KpUTHYApH Cy 0J0ujaIu fa Ipu-
xBare npeobdpaheme [lapa 1 UCTHHUTOCT KeJbe 3a KPIITEHEM, aJin 0e3 moceo-
HOT CBEZI0YaHCTBA O TOME.

25 Onmmmpuuje Buau Keresztes, “The Phenomenon of Constantine the Great’s Con-
version”, Augustinianum 27 (1987).
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Jako6 Bypkxapn je yak Haracuo aa ce Llap nmpen kpaj cBor XUBOTA MpHU-
OJIFDKHO TIATaHCTBY,26 a O FeTOBOM KPIITEHY TOBOPH JIa CBH MOTY Ja IO CBOM
THUYHOM Haxohemy mporeHe 3amro ce Llap kpctno,?’ mpu ToM He HaBoachu HI
penax o LlapeBoM kpmremy u3 cruca JKusom Koncmanmuroa.

Crnenehy xumote3y o KoHcTantnHOBOM TipeoOpahemy u KpmTeHy a0
je Auapeac Andennu,28 a oHa ce cBoau Ha To na Llap Huje mpuxBaruo Xpwuii-
harctBo 300r GorocimoBckor cucreMa LlpkBe, HUTH 300T HOBO3aBETHOT MOpa-
nu3Mma, Beh 30or Bepe y XpucroBy Oe3rpannuny Moh. Llap ce ociamao Ha Xpu-
CTOBY CHAr'y U y 10j je BUJieo OCHOB 3a mupeme LlapcTBa u curypHoct y modemy
NPOTHB CBUX NPOTHBHMKA. TakaB OIHOC mpema Bepu y XpHCTa HUje HHKaKO
Morao Aa Oyae UCTUHCKHU XpHihaHCkH, Beh ce Taj oqHOC 3acHUBAO Ha yoehewmy
na he lap umartu ycmexa y 0oBo3eMJbaCKIM HaMepaMa | XKHBOTY. MehyTum, na
1M je Moryhe 11a je YOBEeK KOjH je IMa0 YTIIHTAPUCTUIKH OTHOC IIpeMa XPHUCTY
u LlpkBr npucTao a ce Ha Kpajy CBOT JKUBOTA KPCTH U Ja U3TOBOPU OHE peuu
Yy TPEHYTKYy KpIHITEHa... 3ap TakaB YOBEK He OW peKao Ha Kpajy CBOT JKHBOTA!
X6ana Ha ceemy, anu ja cam unax MHo2o00xcay u eepyjem y 6oea cyHya...

LlapeB maHETHUPHUCT OIUCYje CBAKH ACHEKT HETOBE BIAIaBHHE, 3aTHM CH-
Tyalije y KOjuMa ce Hallao, TpHjyMQallHe moxoe, ... Melyytum, xuBoronucan
HHje OIICao OHO IITO je OMIIO TPaIUIMOHATIHO IPIIUKOM IMOOSTHIYKUX Map-
LIeBa — IpUHOLIEH-E KpTBe Jynurepy Ha pumckoM Kanutony. Iap Koncrantun
OYHIIIEHO HUje *KPpTBONpHHOCHO. [la mu je moryhe na 6u Llap Ha Taj HaywH xe-
JIe0 Jia ce JoABopu xpuinhanuMa koju cy unak y LlapctBy 6mnu mamuna? Kako
je moryhe na je Llap npexkunyo Tpaguuujy u ycpen TpujympanHor ycxuheHa
ypaauo OHO IITO Hapoj (4MTaj, MHOroOoxadyku!) He 6u Bojeo na muxoB Llap
ypanu?

5. 3axmyuax - Ilocne rope HaBeeHUX NpUMepa IpeodpaheHnka y ucto-
pHju, ca moceOHUM OCBPTOM Ha cBeTor anoctoia [1asna, Mopamo fa Harmacumo
J1a je jeJlaH O HajKOHTPaBEP3HHUjUX UCTOPH]CKHX JIMKOBA KOju je mpeoOpaheHuk
W TpBU KpIuTeHu pomejcku Bianap — Llap Koncrantun Benuku. Oxo meroBor
JKHBOTA M IHETOBOT IpeoOpalierha U KPIITekha MHOTH UCTOPHYAPH TPOBOIUIN
Cy 1Ie0 CBOj XKHMBOT; HEKH Cy yCIIeNIM J1a cxBate U mpuxsare llapa, a Heku cy
MOCTANId HEeTOBU HajBehu KpuTHYapu. MUILUBEHA CMO JIa j€ jeIHHU MpodiieM
KOZ TIPUXBATH-a MM HETPUXBATamka, yIIPaBO HEBEPOBAKE, OMHOCHO BEPOBAHE
y TajHy y4yecTtBoBama bora XXusor y ucropuju.

26 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 356.
27 Burkhart, Jakob, Doba Konstantina Velikog, 360.

28 Bojcrosoha, yap, ceemay, A. Anbennu, Yxsahen y mamy cyjesepja, 45. (Andrew
Alf6ldi, Harold Mattingly; The Conversion of Constantine and Pagan Rome, Clarendon Press,
1948.)
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Ivica Cairovi¢
CONVERSION AND BAPTISM OF EMPEROR CONSTANTINE

The topic of this paper is the conversion and baptism of Emperor Constantine. In
the first part of the paper, the terms conversion and baptism are explained in the context
of the Early Church (until the III century A.D.). The baptizing ritual administered in the
first centuries of Christianity is explained after that. The aim was to clarify christening of
Emperor Constantine. This study has primarily been based on the references from the sources
- Ecclesiastical History and Life of Emperor Constantine.

This text represents a contribution not only to the history of Early Church, but also
to the history of Byzantium in the context of Christianity. For this very reason, our task is to
analyze likewise the studies throwing a negative light to the baptism and creed of Emperor
Constantine that originated in a later period, in particular the studies of Edward Gibbon and
Jacob Burchardt. However, it should be pointed out that this work was not developed on
the conflict of opinions of Eusebius of Caesarea on one side and Edward Gibbon and Jacob
Burchardt on the other.

Finally, in this paper we emphasize the significance of Emperor Constantine’s baptism
for the Christian Church and development of Byzantium.



