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BURIAL RITE ALONG THE BULGARIAN
BLACK SEA COAST DURING THE LATE ANTIQUITY
(4th — 6th CENTURIES)

Some fundamental historical events set the chronological frame of the
work here presented. The affairs running on the Balkan Peninsula in the course
of 4th — the early 7th centuries were turbulent, and marked by severe raids of the
Great Migration nations. One of the crucial turns of the Late Antiquity history
was the adoption of Christianity as a dominant religion of clearly formulated
dogma. The consecration of Constantinople as a new Capital of the Roman
Empire in 330 came to be another event of great significance. As a result the
importance of the Eastern Balkan territories for the economical and political
reality increased ever so much, as they occurred to be naturally related to the
subsistence and defense of the Capital. The division of the Empire into Western
and Eastern one followed as the next important historical turn.

The evidence coming from 21 necropolises, as well as some particular
grave finds is interpreted. The archaeological investigation shows a complicated
picture. On one hand, the Christian burial rite appeared as inhumation, with the
corpse extended, spine and leg bones in a straight line, orientated west — east,
and the masonry tombs with hemi-cylindrical vault began to win recognition as
typical early Christian burial structure. On the other hand, a series of heathen
practices were still followed, as cremation, various orientations, and various po-
sition of laying the corpse, Charon’s obolos, grave goods and food. The heathen
sanctuaries, connected with some villages, also kept on functioning as late as
the last decades of the 4th century.!

The ethnic changes followed two main roads. On one hand, as a result
of the wars the local population decreased, and on the other — immigrants from
Barbarian origins settled down, peacefully or by violence. The ancient authors
paid special attention on the great invasions and settling down of entire nations
as foederati.

We have to mention here that the burial rite comes to be one of the most
important archeological sources when investigating the ancient history. As a
feature distributed on a large scale, and inherent to any archaeological culture,

1 V. Dintchev, On the ethno—cultural features of the village population on the present
Bulgarian territory in the 4th century A. D. — Archaeologia Bulgarica 2, 2, 1998, 64-87.
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it can be best differentiated in chronological terms, compared to other kinds of
sites under investigation, let us mention settlements for instance. The burial rite
is traditional and conservative, and gives the best information about the ethnic
affiliation, as well as the belief and social status of the buried.

The topography of the necropolises of the period and territory here dis-
cussed shows two main tendencies. On one hand it follows the antique Roman
and Greek tradition. This particularly applies to cities that experienced no hia-
tus. The necropolises were organized extra muros, and in the cases of smaller
settlements — outside the built-up area, though in the close proximity of it, as
it are peculiar to the Greek and Roman world.2 The big cities had two or even
more burial grounds — Marcianopolis, Odessos, Deultum, and Bizone. The
same feature can be found in some smaller dwelling places — the cemeteries
in the countryside of Yaila, near the village of Kamen Bryag, Kavarna region.
According to the antique tradition the necropolises were laid along the main
roads, leading to the built-up area.3

The origin of certain burial grounds can be associated with the ethnic
changes in the Late Antiquity — Necropolises NN 1 and 2, the village of Kamen
Bryag, Kavarna region. A new tendency on choosing a place for organizing
necropolis occurred with the adoption of Christianity as official religion. As
a result some necropolises appeared around Christian churches extra muros.
Concerning the territory under investigation, the necropolises of Odessos?,
Tomiss and Marcianopoli¢ display similar location. At the end of the 3rd century
the bi-ritual tumuli necropolises disappeared, and this is still another peculiar
feature of the rite here discussed.

During the Late Antiquity the number of tombstones sharply decreased,
and they were to be found mainly in the big cities’ necropolises. Nevertheless, it
seems rather likely that certain marking had existed made of non-durable mate-
rial, perhaps wood, clearly visible over the land surface of those days.

In my work I have distinguished ten types of burial structures. The burial
pits (fig. 1) are the first main type of graves. They display seven sub-types ac-
cording to the ground they have been dug into, the way of covering, the way of
digging in, and the possible existence of an inner marking.

We can suppose that the dissemination of this grave type relates to the
spread of Christianity, as during the middle Ages it turned to be the main one.

2 D. Robinson, Excavation at Olynthus. XI. Necrolynthia. A Study of Greek Burial
Costums and Archaeology. London. 1942, 125-127; J. M. C. Toynbee, Death and Burial in
the Roman World. London, 1971, 212.

3 C. Chera-Margineanu, V. Lungu, Noi descoperiri din necropolele Tomitane. - Pon-
tica 17, 1984, 101-190.

4 X. u K. llkopmun, Jeadecemeoouwmnama oeiinocm Ha Baphenckomo apxeono-

euyecko opysicecmso 1901 — 1921. — V3Bectust Ha BapHEHCKOTO apXe0I0THIECKO IPYKECTBO
7, 1921, 22.

5 H. Nubar, Contributii la topographia cetatii Histria in epocha Romano — Bizantina.
Consideratii generale asupra necropolei din sectorul Bazilicii ,,extra muros*. — Studii si cer-
cetari de istorie veche 2, 1971, 335, fig. 1.

6 B. Banosa, Cmapu yvpreu u monacmupu 6 6wvreapckume zemu IV-XII 6. —THM 4
(1922/25), 1926, 461-462.
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The recent issue of the Late Antique
necropolis in Gradishteto, near
Gabrovo?, sheds some additional
light on the question. The necropolis
dates from the 6th — the very begin-
ning of the 7th century. The simple
pits are the main type of graves there.
The necropolis originated round an
Early Christian church and accord-
ing to the investigator it belongs
ethnically to a foederati population,
perhaps Sarmathians.

The graves covered with
tegulae of eaves — like arrange-
ment make the second types.
The grave size corresponds to
the height of the buried, as well
as to the format of the tegulae
employed. In certain cases im-
bricis have been also arranged
along the ridge of the grave cov-
ering thus formed. The practice
has pronounced Greek origin,
and appeared as early as the 5th
century B.C.9, spreading widely
during the Hellenistic period.!o
This type of grave covering of-

ten occurred during the Roman

period as well.u1

The third type consists of
graves built with stone slabs — cis-
ts (fig. 2)12. This is a box — shaped

Fig. 1.
Cn. 1.

structure made of stone slabs set on edge, usually a single slab on each of the
short sides, and two to four slabs — on the long sides. We have to note, that this
type of burial structure is to be found in most of the cities along the Black Sea

coast, and in Northern Dobrudzha.

7 K. KottueBa, Yepxsa u nexponon npu ykpenemomo cenuuje 6 m. Ipaduwe xpaii
Tabposo. — B: JI. PyceBa — Cnokocka u ap. (pen.). PUMCKHAT ¥ KbCHOAHTHYHHAT Tpaj.

Codus, 2002, 178-183

8 type VI, JI. T'etoB, [loepebantu obuuau u epobHu CoopbiiceHUss Y mpakume npes

Pumckama enoxa. — Apxeonorus 12, 1, 1970, 1-12.

9 C. Blegen, H. Palmer, R. Young, The North Cemetery. Princeton, New Jersey, 1964

= Corinth XIII. 73-74.

10 B. 3ybaps, Hexpononw Xepconeca Tagpuueckoeo I-1V 6s. n. 5..- Kues. 1982, 15-16.

11 H. Nubar, op. cit., 201-203.
12 type VII, JI. TetoB, op. cit. 6.
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The cists occurred as

Lrpatikonak -89 r - pussre carly as the Classical era!?
_TKbaprz  [POC M35 h- 141 . and spread broadly during
M 1:40 161 the Hellenistic and Roman

periods all over the Balkan
Peninsula, Asia Minor, along
the Northern Black Sea coast,
and in Pannonia.’4 From an
ethnical point of view, the
practice seems followed by the
local Romanized or Hellenized
population. They kept on this
antique type of burial structure
until the early 7th century, and
then gradually abandoned it as
a result of the Barbarization.

The next — fourth type
are masonry graves. There is
just a single monument of the
kind known from the territory
discussed. We have a report
about another grave built with
limestone and white mortar, in
Odessos necropolis. This type
of burial structure appeared in
the Eastern Balkan territories
UANEPTAA. ok uio o | in Ist — 2nd century. Initially
the masonry graves received
the ashes left after cremation.

Co. 2. Their appearance is associated

with the establishment of the

Roman power, and migration of Italic population that followed.!s They had their

greatest spread during the 4th century, and in the 6th century they were no longer
to be found. Usually they were meant to receive distinguished deceased.

The graves with shaft — shaped entrance and a niche form the fifth main
type (fig. 3). They were dug into limestone rock or marl. The shaft — shaped
entrance is of a rectangular plan!6. The niche is hollowed out on the northern or
southern long side, its floor being usually lower than the floor of the shaft. The
access to the niche is blocked by tegulae or limestone slabs, arranged longwise
the skeleton.

Fig. 2.

13 C. Blegen, H. Palmer, R. Young, op. cit., 75.

14 C. Blegen, op. cit., 448; E. Vago, 1. Bona, 1976, 16-17; C. Preda, 1980, 15-16;
B. 3y6aps, 1982, 21.

15 JI. Teros, op. cit., 7.

16 M. MupueB, Kvcropumckusim wekponon Ha Odecoc. — MI3Bectrst Ha BapHEHCKOTO
apXeoJIOrHIecKo APYKeCTBO, 8, 1951, 91-104.
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Similar burial structures
are to be found in Northern | - _
Dobrudzha — a grave in ' =
Callatis!7; in the Crimea and '
some other regions of the
Northern Black Sea shore.!8
There they associate with
Sarmathian tribes’ migration to
the West, considering the grave
goods found in them.!? As a
type they originate in the mid
3rd century B.C. in a Scythian
— Sarmathian environment. l
Some of them have been long -
used as family vaults.

The next main type cov- Fig. 3.
ers tombs dug into limestone Cn. 3.
rock, marl or loess. There are
several sub-types distinguished according to the presence of an opening in the
burial chamber that leads to the ground surface. The first sub-type — VI, 1 are
tombs sunken in the rock, with chamber opened to the land surface, and en-
trance with steps hewn into the rock (fig. 4). They consist of burial chamber and

3,
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Fig. 4.
C. 4.
17 C. Preda, Callatis (Nekropola Romano — Bizantina). — Bucuresti. 1980, 86, pl. 1,
m. 14.

18 H. BorganoBa, U. I'ymmna, Hogvie mocunvhuxu II — 111 6. 1. 5. y c. Ckanucroe B
Kpbimy. — Kpumckuii c6opank Hcropun u Apxeonornu 112, 1967, 132-139.1967, 132-139;
B. 3y6aps, op. cit., 17-18, puc. 7 u 8.

19 W. Tyumna, Hacenenus capmamckoeo epemenu 6 donune pexu Benvbex. — B:
Apxeonornyeckre uccienoBanus Ha rore Bocrounoit EBponsl. Mocksa, 1974, 74.
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entrance. The chambers are
shaped in the form of trun-
cated pyramid, as the wall
that has the entrance, is
usually vertical. As a rule,
the openings that lead to
the surface are considerably
smaller than the chamber
basis. They close by means
of massive limestone slabs,
with grooves hewn for 1-1

them around the openings. @r
This type tomb were to be |

found during the Antiquity r e 2 |~

and Late Antiquity on the i

Balkan Peninsula only in | ' i !
Necropolises NN 1 and 2 | . %% ]
in Yaila near the village | {*
of Kamen Bryag, Kavarna
region, and on Cape of
Kaliakra, Rock Necropolis
N 1.
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The next sub-type cov- }_ A e
ers tombs that have chambers
without any opening to the Fig. 5.
ground level. Their walls CIL 5.
are inclined inwards to the
ceiling, so that the chamber section displays the form of truncated pyramid (fig.
5). The angles are rounded. The ceiling is flat or rounded, though the tombs
in Varna, generally the tombs with shaft-like entrance in the necropolis on the
Market Square20, and certain tombs in Necropolis N 1 near Kamen Bryag?!
have their ceiling shaped as hemi-cylindrical vault. The latter clearly manifest
the impact of the Early Christian tradition, and the tendency to resemble the
masonry tombs with hemi-cylindrical vault. The crosses found occasionally on
their walls evidence this also.

The next, seventh main type includes tombs built of stone slabs. In the ter-
ritory under discussion we have just a single monument known to belong to this
type — the tomb from the village of Gorun, Shabla region. As a burial structure
they represent a development of the cists, so in some works they are combined
in one and the same type22. The size and presence of entrance make the general
difference.

20 Pazaren Ploshtad

21 A, Canxun, [I. Tontano, Crkannu epobruyu ¢ mecmnocmma AHiina kpaii ¢. Kamen
opsic u Ha noc Kamuaxpa, Tonbyxuncku okpve. — APXEOIOTHUECKU OTKPUTHS W Pa3KOIKH
mpe3 1985, B. TepHOBO, 1986, 112-113.

22 C. Preda, op. cit., 15-16
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There follows the eighth main type of burial
structures. These are masonry vaulted tombs hypo-
geum (fig. 6). They are the most typical ones in the
Early Christian period. This type of tombs is clear-
ly related to the adoption of the rite of inhumation
during the Late Antiquity. Two main subs—types are
distinguished - tombs with hemi-cylindrical vault,
and tombs with cross — like vault. The construc-
tion of the roof — a hemi-cylindrical or cross-like
curved plane, symbolizes the dome of heaven thus
well corresponding to the Christian way of think-
ing. The vault’s inner decoration exalts its archi-
tectural effect — stars, crosses, birds, and symbols
of soul’s salvation from the material23. During the
period here discussed this tomb type has its closest
parallels in Asia Minor. The fact associates with
the large number of Asia Minor and Syrian immi-
grants. The vaulted tombs were family ones, and
usually were used repeatedly.

Some of these tombs display painted decoration. In most cases the painting
is similar to the patterns in the large necropolises of Serdica and Thessalonica.
The decoration of the tomb in the village of Osenovo comes to be of a special
interest. Its vault also represents the heaven, as the stars are rendered as blue
and red dots. There are two human busts on the vault too, radial lines rising out
from their heads, encircled by an arc. These figures symbolize the Moon and
the Sun.

The sarcophagi are the next, ninth main type of burial structure24. We
know just a single piece of this type — a sarcophagus cover with a cross and
inscription, coming from Deultum. We have reports for sarcophagi from the ne-
cropolis in Odessos as well2s. The last, tenth type of burial structure we have to
discuss, is a small stone box used to receive remains after cremation. We know
one and only piece of the kind, from the necropolis in the village of Krapetz,
Shabla region. A coin of Constantine the Great dates the grave.

All the objects found during investigation of a burial structure can be
interpreted as grave inventory. Generally they divide into two groups — costume
elements: adornments, preserved parts of clothing — belt buckles, fibulae, etc.
They all are personal belongings. We can add them to the objects of religious
or apothropeus function — crosses, pendants containing roll with text, etc. The
other group of finds represents grave goods — clay and glass vessels, food, coins
left as Charon’s obolos, etc. Unfortunately, a great number of graves, masonry

23 K. Musres, Jexopamugnama sicusonuc na Coghuiickus nexkponon. Codus. 1925, 6-
8; 1. OBuapoB, Apxumexmypa u 0exopayus Ha cMapoxXpucmusHcKume spooHUYY 8 Hauiume
semu. — Apxeonorust 19, 4, 1977, 20-30; J. Valeva, Sur certaines particularites des hypogees
paleochretiens des terres thraces et leurs analogues en Asie Mineure. — Anatolica 7 (1979-
1980), 1981, 117-129.

24 type VIII, JI. T'etos, op. cit., 6-7.
25 M. Mupues, 1951, op. cit., 92.
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and rock tombs in particular, were plundered as early as the ancient days, thus
it is difficult to say what kind of grave inventory had been left inside. Usually
we unearth just fragments of clay or glass vessels, seldom a part of costume ele-
ment, overlooked perhaps by the robbers.26

Jewels form the most numerous group of grave inventory. Usually they
are found at those regions of the skeleton, they have been traditionally worn
while still living. This circumstance suggests that jewels were personal belong-
ings and they have not been left as grave goods. The commonest types of jewels
presented are bracelets, necklaces, rings, and earrings.

Bilateral, three-compound bone hair-combs, decorated with incised lines,
are often to be found also in the graves dating from the Late Antiquity. Alongside
a two-compound bone comb, an iron steel and two pieces of flint, three iron
buckles, and an erased bronze coin were discovered together in a grave in the
necropolis of Chirakman Cape?7. Graves containing a few belt buckles, steel and
flint, two-compound bone comb, and a coin, left as grave goods, are peculiar
of the German tribes, Gepidic in particular. The strongly worn out, indefinable,
3rd century coin, lying over the chest bones, left as a Charon’s obolos, should
be generally interpreted as a terminus post quem for the date of the grave, and
of the necropolis too.

The costume elements discovered in the graves here discussed are fibulae
and belt sets. The fibulae are usually made of bronze, occasionally gilded, and
in rare cases - golden or silver. The Zwiebelknopffibeln?8 of the Late Roman
type, dating from the 4th - beginning of the 5th centuries are the commonest
pieces. Fibulae mit umgeschlagenem Fuss?9 are another type, often to be found.
They form a provincial Roman type of a very broad spread, and were also often
worn by the population of Sintana de Mures — Chernyahovo Culture. The rest
of the fibulae discovered in the graves belong to the bow type, peculiar of the
various Barbarian tribes from the Great Migration age. They are usually in pairs
thus suggesting a fashion representative of the German tribes.

The belt buckles and fittings are the other large group of artifacts, pertain-
ing to the costume elements. They are present in all types of grave structures.
Most frequently they are made of bronze, occasionally of iron, the latter found
strongly corroded. Belt buckles and fittings of precious metals are also well
known. All objects of this group known from the territory discussed belong to
Late Roman and Early Byzantine types. They have a chronology well worked
out; nevertheless they do not present a possibility for an ethnic interpretation.
The Late Roman belt buckles have oval, round, or U-shaped frame, and oval,
round, triangular, or rectangular plaque of folded sheet metal, with rivets to fix it

26 JI. Bobuesa, Apxeonocuuecka kapma na Tonbyxuncku okpwve. — Codust. 1971, 46.

27 4. Tares, Apxeonozuuecku pasxkonku na noc Quparxman kpaii Kasapua (anmuunomo
busone) npesz 2002 2. Ilpoyusanus na xecnoanmuuen nekponon om IV-VI éex. Munaino, 2,
2004, 9-13.

28 1. Kovrig, Die Haupttipen der kaizerzeitlichen Fibeln in Pannonien. - Diss. Pann.,
Budapest, 1937, 125-129; E. Keller, Die spdtromischen Grabfunde in Stidbayern. — Munch-
ner Beitrdge zur Vor- und Frithgeschichte. Band 14. Munchen, 1971, 26-55.

29 A. Xapanambuesa, /[lea muna KvcHoawmuunu Guoyiu 6vé Baphenckus myseil.
— M3Bectus Ha Haponuus myseit Bapna 25 (40), 1989, 31-33.
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to the belt. The Early Byzantine buckles are with oval or rectangular frame and
lyre-shaped or oval plaque. Most of them are entirely cast. Buckles consisted of
hook and tongue alone, are also often found. Belt strap ends and mountings are
presented in good number as well.

The grave gifts are the next main element of the grave inventory. Coins,
weapons, lamps, and glass and clay vessels have been left inside. At some plac-
es they kept on following the custom of giving Charon’s obolos during all the
period in discussion. One to three in number coins have been left, occasionally
in the dead individual’s mouth, in graves generally displaying Antique tradition
preserved. A grave in Deultum is of certain interest, as 23 bronze coins dating
from the mid 4th century have been discovered in it.30

Clay lamps appear to be grave gifts most frequently left — meant to light
up the soul’s way in the world beyond. A single lamp is usually present in a
grave. In tombs the number of lamps usually corresponds to the number of bur-
ied individuals. The rite is a heathen one, its roots lying in the Antique tradition,
and under the influence of the Sarmathian death customs, especially in the case
of the rock necropolises in the vicinities of Kamen Bryag.

Clay vessels are the commonest grave gifts. Vessels of standard Late
Antique types, made on fast potter’s wheel prevail in the group of everyday ce-
ramics. Drinking vessels — pitchers and cups, are the most frequent kinds. Pots
are more seldom to find, usually in the region of leg bones, and some times — by
the skull. Some graves contain earthenware unguentarii, peculiar of 3rd — mid
4th century. Leaving clay vessels for food, and oftener for drinking, as grave
goods is a heathen practice that contradicts the Christian norms. Its roots must
be looked for in the Antique tradition still kept on by the local population, as
well as in the tradition of the coming Barbarian nations, who also adopted the
practice of wine drinking as a part of the burial ritual3!.

The orientation of the skeleton appears to be one of the most important
elements of the burial rite. This refers particularly to the period here discussed,
as it was the time the inhumation became the main way of burial. After the
adoption of Christianity as the principal religion all over the Roman Empire in
the 4th century, the dead had to be laid with their heads to the west, according
to the regulation of the faith. So the prevailing cases are indeed of west — east
orientation, thus confirming mass adoption of the Christian religion and cus-
tom. Nevertheless, the number of graves showing deflection from the main west
— east orientation is rather not so low, and in certain cases the deflection reaches
45 degrees. Some of the mentioned cases can be explained as seasonal, though
the others have to be interpreted as peculiarities of the rite, heathen reminis-
cence, and presence of Barbarians32.

The position of the skeleton comes to be the next very significant element
of the burial rite. We distinguish 12 variants of laying the dead in the territory

30 U. bouesa, Kvcrhoanmuyna monemna naxooka om [eyimym. — Hymusmarnka 3,
1984, 23-29.

31 B. Magomedov, The tradition of ritual feats as a part of burial customs in
Chernyakhov — Sintana culture. — Archaeologia Bulgarica 4, 2, 2000, 59-64.

32 T. HukutuHa, Cucmemamuka noepebanvHoco o00psoa niemen YepHaxoeckoi
Kkyavmypul. Mocksa, 1985, 35-38.
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examined during the Late Antiquity. The main differences refer to the position
of the arms. The legs were usually straight, though some exceptions are also
known. The crouched position was still presented, though considerably more
extended compared to the previous ages — let us term it a flexed position. In
some cases the dead has been obviously laid on his back, with legs flexed at the
knees, subsequently the leg bones falling on the side. We have no evidence of
the arms’ position in most of the cases. We have to accept though that the dead
have been laid on the back, and with arms in various positions.

The richest collection of old Christian epitaphs all over Bulgarian terri-
tory comes from Odessos. The vast number of the inscriptions is in Greek, and
in its spoken, vernacular version by that. This circumstance well illustrates the
ethnic composition of the population in the Late Antiquity — local antique in-
habitants, as well as large numbers of immigrants coming from Asia Minor and
Syria, involved in trade and crafts. Inscriptions in Latin are also discovered in
Odessos — three in number altogether entirely preserved, and six fragments.33

Some of the tombstones from Odessos belong to ecclesiastic — let us men-
tion Presbyter Peter and his son Bonos, reader.34 The inscription from Byala,
Varna region, also refer to a clergyman, presbyter.

Another group of individuals honored with tombstones, belonged to the
military class. Two inscriptions from Odessos mention Karel’s deceased wife
and son. In the second inscription commemorating the death of his son Johan,
he is denominated stratilates. The title likely corresponds to Magister militum,
and that is general. Magister militum is mentioned also in an inscription from
St. Vlas, Varna region, and it is well possible the Magister militum of province
of Thracia to be referred to3s. The son of Strobil, known from a grave inscription
from Odessos, was also linked to the military class. The father was numerarius,
treasurer, in the regiment.

A large number of inscriptions relates to civilian trades exercised by the
buried individuals. Two epitaphs honored ship owners; one of the men came from
the Island of Pelle in Smyrna Bay, Asia Minor. The ship owners were merchants
at the same time. They were also engaged in shipbuilding, and in shipping36. Still
another inscription mentions Stephen who was a merchant in linen, and was born
in the village of Bambolo in Bithynia, Asia Minor. Daniel was a merchant too,
coming from the village of Tarutia, in the province of Apamea, Syria.

A doctor’s epitaph is known also from Odessos. According to the inscrip-
tions preserved, the best-represented guild is that of the furriers. Five epitaphs

33 V. Besevliev, Spdtgriechische und spdtlateinische Inschriften aus Bulgarien. — Ber-
lin. 1964.1964, 18-39; 1964; B. bemesnues, Eoun 1o cmapoxpucmuancku Haonuc om Baphua.
— W3Bectust Ha Hapomuus Mmyseit Bapua 20, 1969, 232-233; Cmapoxpucmusinckume naonucu
om Bapna kamo ucmopuyecku uzéopu. — VI3Bectus Ha HaponHusa My3eld Bapna 34, 1983, 24;
1983, 19-34; M. Mupues, 1960, Hosu enucpaghcku namemuuyu om Yepromopuemo. — W3-
BecTHs Ha BapHeHckoTo apxeonmorunuecko apyxectBo 11, 1960, 35-58; 1961, op. cit., 7-21;
E. Popescu, 1976 Inscriptiile grecesti si latine din secolele IV — XIII descoperite in Romania.
— Bucuresti. 1976.

34 V. Besevliev, 1964, op. cit., 77-78; B. beuesnues, 1983, op. cit., 24.
35 V. Besevliev, 1964, op. cit., 116-117; B. Bewesnues, 1983, op. cit., 23.
36 V. Besevliev, 1964, op. cit., Ne 96; B. bemesnues, 1983, op. cit., 24.
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and fragments of inscriptions belong to them. Still another trade are mentioned
in epitaphs as well: an inscription refers to lovin, who was marble-cutter; an-
other one tells us about Damiana, wife of Johan, candle-maker.37

The inscription begins with the monogram of HMI - a Greek abbrevia-
tion of the sentence of Maria gave birth to Christ that is a typical Early Christian
formula3s.

Considering the inscriptions discussed above, we can draw conclusions
mainly on the ethnic composition of Odessos. Inscriptions coming from other
places contain standard Early Christian names that cannot serve for ethnic inter-
pretation. Some remains of Greek population from the ancient Miletus colony
very likely survived to the Late Antiquity, probably mixed with local Thracian
inhabitants. Greek has established itself as main language. When the city went
under the power of Rome, new immigrants came too. They were connected
with the army and provincial administration, and talked Latin. Nevertheless,
judging from the inscriptions, the Greek remained still dominant during the
Early Byzantine age as well. Many of the epitaphs mention immigrants from
Asia Minor and Syria, as obviously the city kept busy trade and economic con-
nections with them. A Barbarian ethnic element was also present in the city,
German mainly; and perhaps Sarmathians or their Hellenized descendants, hav-
ing in mind the spread of graves with niches. The same composition was pre-
served during the Early Byzantine time too, as it was very likely in the other
west Black Sea cities. The indigenous inhabitants disappeared gradually and the
Greek speaking element prevailed over all the others.

Jopnan I'areB

INTOI'PEBHU OBPEJI HA BYTAPCKOJ OBAJIM LIPHOI' MOPA Y KACHOM
AHTHUYKOM IIEPHOAY (IV - VI BEK)

OsBaj pax 6asupaH je Ha mojanuMa u3 21 HeKpomoJyie U HEKOJIUKO MOCeOHO MHTEp-
MIPeTHPaHUX TPOOHUX Hama3a. ApXeoJollka MCIHTHBama Jajy clokeHy ciuky. C jemne
cTpaHe, 1moctojao je XpuirhaHcku morpebHHM oOpen, Kao YKOMaBambe PAaBHO MONOKEHOT
TeJla MCHPABJEEHUX HOTY, MOCTAaBJBEHOI y IPaBIly 3alai-MCTOK, a 3WAaHe I'pOOHHLE ca
MOJIyOOJIMYaCTUM CBOZOM IpuxBalicHe Cy Kao THUMNHYHE paHO-XpHiufiaHCKe IpoOHE KOH-
crpykuuje. C apyre cTpane, joll yBEeK Ce yNpakiaBao HHU3 MAraHCKHX o0WYaja, Kao MITO
je KpeMupame, pa3jifuhTa OpHjeHTallja Tela W yKOIaBamhe Y Pa3IM4YuTHM MOJIOXKajHMa,
XapoHoB HoBuKh - 060JI, IPEIMETH U XpaHa 3a 3arpoOHH XKHUBOT KOjU Cy CE CTaBJbalH Y
rpo6. [Tarancka CBETHJIMIITA, TIOBE3aHA Ca HEKUM CEJIMMA, HACTABMIIA Cy /1a QYHKIMOHHIIY
CBe 10 OCHeAmuX AeteHuja [V Beka.

ETHnuke mpomeHe pasBujane cy ce y naBa mpasia. C jemHe cTpaHe, JOKAJTHO CTa-
HOBHHIITBO CE CMabUBAJIO YCIIE] PATOBA, a C IPYTe - HAceJbaBaJlH Cy Ce JOLballi BAPBAPCKOT
MopeKIIa, MUJIOM iy cuiioM. Tornorpaguja HeKpoIona 13 Neproa 1 ca TEPUTOPHje KOju ce

37 V. Besevliev, 1964, op. cit.

38 B. bemesnues, 1983, op. cit., 27; A. Bandy, The Greek Christian Inscriptions of
Crete. V. 1. Athens, 1970, 10-11.
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y OBOM pajly pa3Mmarpajy moka3syje qBe IiaBHe TeHiaeHiuje. Ha jemHoj ctpaHu, oHa mpatu
PHUMCKY M IpuKy Tpaauuujy. To ce moceGHO OJHOCH Ha IPajoBe KOjU HUCY UMAIH MPEKH/
y pa3Bojy. Hekpormone cy Ouie opraHu3oBaHe W3BaH IPAACKHX 3UIHUHA (extra muros), a'y
clly4ajy MarbUX Hacesba - U3BaH CTaMOCHe 30He, Majia y ’eHOj HelOCpeIHOj ONN3UHH, LITO je
KapaKTepUCTHYHO 3a TPUKH M PUMCKHU CBET. BelMKH rpaoBH UMaIH Cy JIBa HJIM YaK M BUILC
rpo6spa. [IpemMa aHTHYKO] TpaaHILIUjU, HEKPOIIOJe Cy Omie rpaljeHe mopen IIaBHHUX MyTeBa
KOjH Cy BOJMJIM y CTaMOEGHY 30HY HaceJsba.

Bpoj HaaArpoOHUX CIIOMEHHKA M3 KACHOT aHTHYKOT IIEPHOIA JPACTHYHO j€ MarmH, a
MO ¢y ce HahM yIIIaBHOM y HEKpOIIoJaMa BeJIMKHX rpajoBa. Mnak, rpoGoBHU Cy BEpOBaTHO
6unm obesnexkaBaHW MaTepHjaioM KOjU HHje MOrao Ayro 1a Tpaje, MOXKIa IPBETOM, a y TO
BpeMe Cy Ce jaCHO BUJICIIN Ha TEPEHY.

VY pany cam kiracu(hpUKOBao AeCeT THIIOBA TPOOHUX CTPyKTypa. IIpBH IaBHU THI IPO6-
HUIIa YMHE IPOOHE jame.

I'poOHHMIIE TOKPUBEHE TErOJIOM - LIPEIIOM apaHXUPAHHM Y OOJIHMKY CTPEXe YHHE JIPYTH
THIL.

Tpehu Tumn cactoju ce o nucTa - poOHMIA H3AYO/FEHHX Y KAMEHY U 03UAaHUX KaMe-
HHM IU10YaMma.

Crnenehu - 4eTBpTH THII Cy 3uIaHe rpoOHHIE. Ha HCIUTHBAaHO] TEPUTOPHjU TOCTOjU
CaMo je/laH CIIOMEHHUK OBE BPCTE.

I'poOHHMIIE ca yIa30M HAIMK Ha IIaXT U HULIOM 4YKMHE IeTH riaBHU Tur. OHe cy Guie
yKOIIaBaHE Y KpeuwhauKy CTeHy i Jjanopar. CiudHe rpoOHe CTpyKType Mory ce Hahu y
Cesepnoj Hobpyuu 1 Ha Kpumy, rae ce mose3yjy ca MUrpanyjaMa capMaTcKux rieMeHa Ka
3amaiy, cyaehn rmo npeaMeTrMa Koju cy HaheHu y muma.

Crnenehin maBHH T 00yxBaTa TPOOHHIE YKOIAHE y Kpedurbak, Jaropar] Wid Jiec.
VIMa HeKOJIHMKO MMOA-THUIIOBA KOjU e Pa3iIuKyjy Mo 00IMKY OTBOpa KOjH Off TpOoOHE 0/aje BOAN
Ka MOBPILIKMHH 3eMJbE.

Crnenehu, cenqmu TN yKIbY4yje TpoOHUIIE M3rpaljeHe o] kKaMeHuX mioda. Kao rpodHe
CTPYKTYpE, OHE NPECTaBIbajy pPa3Boj LKCTA, 11a € Y HEKUM paJloBUMa Tpehu U cexMu TUII
KOMOMHYjy Y jenaH jelMHCTBEHH. [J1aBHa pasznuka Mely BUMa je y BeIMYUHU U IPHCYCTBY
yJa3HOT Jela.

3aTHM cieaM OCMH IVIaBHU THII TPOOHUX cTpyKTypa. To cy onexom 3acBolene rpoOHuU-
e - xunoreymu. OHe Cy HajkapakTepUCTHYHHje 3a paHo-XpuihaHcku nepuoa. OBaj TUI
rpoOHHMIIA je jaCHO MOBE3aH ca ycBajambeM o0pela caxpamHBama TOKOM KaCHO-aHTHYKOT
n06a. Y HeKUM o] OBHUX TpoOHHMIIA HaJla3u ce CIMKaHa JeKOpalHja.

Capxodasu npencransbajy ciaeaehu, eBeTd THI TpoOHUX cTpykTypa. [To3HaT je camo
jenaH CIIOMEHHK OBE BpCTE.

[Mocnentbu, feceTr THI TPOOHUX CTPYKTYpa o kojuma hemMo roBOpHTH je Maiio yayoJsbe-
BC Y KAMCHY Y KOje Cy Ce CTaBJhaJd OCTAallM HaKOH Kpemanuje. [IpoHaljen je camo jenan
OBaKaB M3Qy0JbEHH KaMeHU OJIOK y Hekporonn y ceiy Kparer y pernony Illa6na. I'po6 je
natupal npema Hopunhy Koncrantuna Benukor.

Cau 06jextH Hal)eHH TOKOM HCTPaKHBaEha TPOOHIX CTPYKTYpa MOTY C€ HHTEpPIIPETHPATH
kao rpoOHU MHBeHTap. OHU Cce, TeHepaIHO, MOTY HOAEIUTH Y 1Be rpyrie. [IpBy YnHe eneMeHTH
HOIIIIE: HAKKT, CadyBaHM JIeNoBH ofiehe - nojacHe xomye, ¢pudyrne, nta. Cee To cnaja y JUuHy
UMOBHHY. FbUMa MOXXEMO JI0fIaTH PENUIHO3HE WM aloTPOIHE 00jeKTe - KPCTOBE, MPUBECKE
KOjH CaJipKe CBUTAK ca TEKCTOM, HT/. J{pyry rpyIly Hajla3a YuHe IPeIMETH 3a 3arpOOHHU )KHBOT
- KepaMuuKe M CTAaKJICHE IOCy/Je, XpaHa, HOBYMNM OCTaBJbaHU Kao XapOHOBH OOOJHM, T,
Haxxanoct, MHOTO rpoOHHIIA, HAPOUINTO 3UAAHNX OJf OIIEKe X KaMeHa, OWJIO je OIJbauyKaHo joIl y
AHTHYKa BPEMEHA, T€ je TelIKo pelin KakaB TpOOHM MHBEHTAP CE HAJIA3UO0 y HHMA.

Haj6oraruja 36upka crapux xpumthanckux emurada Ha 11e10j Tepuropuju byrapcke
Hanasu ce y Onecocy. Benuku Opoj Hatnvca je Ha IPUKOM je3UKY U Ha TaMOILIELEM AHjaleKTy
rpuxor. OBaj nogarak 106po WIyCTpyje eTHHYKN CACTAaB CTAHOBHHUIITBA y KaCHO-aHTHYKOM
MIEPUOJLY - JIOKAJIHHU CTAPOCEACOLIH, Ka0 1 BeIMKH OpOj MMHUIpaHaTa Koju Cy JIOLUIH 13 Maie
Asuje u Cupuje, 30or TproBuHe u 3aHarctsa. ¥ Oznecocy cy takohe Hal)eHu HaTIMCH Ha Ja-
THHCKOM jE3HKY - YKYITHO TPH O4yBaHa Y LIEJIOCTH, Kao M LIeCT GpparMeHara.



