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Milo{ Obili} u razgovoru sa 
Latinima:
“Kad bi ste poznavali na{e manastire, 
pobo`ne zadu`bine na{ih slavnih 
kraqeva, kad bi ste znali {ta su oni 
i koliko ih je, kad bi ste videli tu 
divotu kakva se nigde ne mo`e videti
 vi bi se zadivili.”

Ne{to kasnije jedan Austrijanac:
„Nama, javnosti zapada, slabo 
obave{tenoj i ~esto nepravednoj, 
pokazuje da je srpski narod daro-
vit za sve umetnosti. Nekada davno 
izme|u Vizantije i Zapada, znao je da 
obele`i svoje mesto. Danas, on zna da 
ga obele`i i me|u nama,“

@ivimo u vremenu kada mo- 
ramo udru`eni, sva svoja zna- 
wa iskoristiti da sa~uvamo za 
budu}a pokolewa i najmawi trag 
vizantijskog kulturnog nasle|a. 
Na taj na~in u~vr{}ujemo te- 
meqe moderne Evrope i zbli`a-
vo wene narode koji su, na ovaj 
ili onaj na~in, ba{tinici te-

Miloš Obilić, talking to the Romans:
„If only you knew our monasteries, pious 
endowments of our glorious kings, if you 
could grasp their meaning and number, if 

you could only see this beauty that cannot 
be found anywhere else, you would be 

amazed.“

An Austrian, some time later:
„It shows to us, the Western public, poorly 
informed and often biased, that the Serbian 

nation is gifted for all the arts. In the old 
days, between Byzantium and the West, 

it used to know how to mark its place. 
Nowadays, this nation knows how to mark 

it among us, as well.“

The current times impose that 
we, united, use all our knowledge to 
preserve even the tiniest traces of the 
Byzantine cultural heritage for future 
generations. Thus we strengthen the 
foundations of modern Europe and 
bring closer together its peoples who 
are, one way or another, heirs of the 
Byzantine cultural attainments. For 

Sl. 1 Otvarawe nau~nog skupa, blagoslov Episkopa ni{kog Gospodina Irineja 
Fig. 1 Opening of the Symposium, the blessing of Reverend Irinej, Bishop of the Niš Eparchy
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kovina vizantijske civilizaci-
je. Iz tog razloga simpozium je 
osmi{qen tako da predstavi 
istorijsko-umetni~ko lice i du- 
hovni portret grada Ni{a i 
srpskog naroda, te da na nau~noj 
osnovi sagleda tekovine vizan-
tijske civilizacije sa prostora 
Balkana i Evrope. Grad Ni{ je 
predodre|en da istraje na putu 
vaspostavqawa istine i ponov-
nog vaskrsa Vizantije

Ve} tre}u godinu grad Ni{ 
organizuje me|unarodni nau~ni  
skup „Ni{ i Vizantija“. Simpo-
zium „Ni{ i Vizantija“, temat-
ski {iroko osmi{qen, svake go- 
dine nenametqivo usmerava zna-
wa istaknutih istra`iva~a na 
odabranu pod temu. Ove godine 
skup je bio u znaku najtragi~nijeg 
kulturolo{kog doga|aja u isto-
riji Evrope i se}awa na 800 go-
dina od pada Konstantinopoqa 

this reason, the aim of this symposium 
is to present the historical and artistic 
image and the spiritual portrait of the 
city of Niš and the Serbian people, 
and to comprehend on a scientific ba-
sis the achievements of the Byzantine 
culture in the territory of the Balkans 
and Europe as a whole. The city of 
Niš is predestined to persevere on the 
pathway to establishing the truth of 
Byzantium and its restoring to life. 

It has been for the third straight 
year that the city of Niš organizes the 
international scientific meeting „Niš 
and Byzantium“. The Symposium „Niš 
and Byzantium“, organized with broad 
scope of topics, each year discreetly 
directs the knowledge of eminent re-
searchers to the selected subtopic. This 
year, the meeting was marked by the 
most tragic cultural event in the history 
of Europe and by the memory of 800 
years after the fall of Constantinople 
and its capture by the Romans. There, 

Sl. 2 Otvarawe nau~nog skupa, uvodna re~ Mi{a Rakocija 
Fig. 2 Opening of the Symposium, introductory lecture, Miša Rakocija
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i wegovog osvajawa od strane 
Latina. Tu u Konstantinopoqu 
o~uvala se, i preko znamenitih 
gradova kakav je bio Ni{, zra~ila 
je u dubinu Evropskog kontinen-
ta gra~ka kultura i filozofi-
ja, rimsko pravo i hri{}anska 
vera. Civilizacijsko i kultur-
no `ari{te, prvi put zaga{eno 
1204. godine, vi{e nikada nije 
zasijalo nekada{wim sjajem. I  
pored svega, ostale su jasno vi-
dqive tekovine vizantijske ci-
vilizacije ~vrsto ugra|ene u te-
meqe savremene Evrope.

Skup polazi od stanovi{ta 
da upravo istorija umetnosti, ar-
heologija, istorija, filozofija, 
kwi`evnost, klasi~na filolo- 
gija, teologija, mogu doprineti 
boqem upoznavawu i zbli`avawu 
evropskih zemaqa i naroda. To 
je vreme kada dobri poznavaoci 
i Ni{a i Vizantije, otkrivaju 
korene savremene Evrope. 
Simpozijum, to se ve} sada mo`e 

in Constantinople, Greek culture and 
philosophy, Roman law and Christian 
religion were kept alive and radiated 
from it towards the heart of Europe 
through famous towns, like Niš used 
to be. This intellectual and cultural 
center, extinguished for the first time 
in 1204, has never brightened up again 
to its former glory. Clearly perceivable 
achievements of the Byzantine civili-
zation have remained firmly embed-
ded into the foundations of modern 
Europe, notwithstanding. 

The starting position of the 
Symposium is that the history of art, 
archaeology, history, philosophy, liter-
ature, classical philology and theology 
can contribute to a better understand-
ing and rapprochement of European 
states and nations. It represents a 
period of the year in which connois-
seurs of both Niš and Byzantium are 
revealing the roots of contemporary 
Europe. It may well be stated that the 
Symposium has already given a sig-
nificant contribution to the clarifica-

Sl. 3 U~esnici nau~nog skupa, Predsedni{tvo grada Ni{a 
Fig. 3 Participants in the Symposium, the Presidency of Niš
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re}i, dao vidan doprinos da se 
nau~nim  argumentima razobli~e 
vekovni nesporuzimi i zablude o 
Vizantiji.

Skup je odr`an u velikoj 
sali Univerziteta u Ni{u. U 
holu ispred sale postavqena 
je izlo`ba “Portreti Srba u 
sredwem veku” - oma` akademi-
ku Vojislavu \uri}u, autora 
Dragomira Todorovi}a. Na zavr-
{noj sve~anosti u ime u~esnika 
simpozijuma prisutnima se obra-
tio, ne skrivaju}i odu{evqewe 
za dobru organizaciju skupa, dr 
Giorgio Bezoari sa Univerziteta 
u Milanu.

Po~etak rada skupa je bla- 
goslovio Vladika ni{ki Go-
spodin Irinej, u~esnike pozdra- 
vio gradona~elnik Goran ]iri} 
a otvorio dr Radivoje Radi}. 
Reprezentativni Zbornik ra-
dova i kompakt disk (elektron-
ska verzija Zbornika) sa pro-
{logodi{weg simpozijuma “Ni{ 
i Vizantija - II”, predstavio je dr 
Grem Xons sa Oksforda:

„Posebno sam impresio-
niran ranohri{}anskim spome-
nicima koji su otkriveni u Ni-
{u. 

Za nas, u Zapadnoj Evropi,  
to su lekcije koje u~imo o 
Istoku. Zadivqen sam energijom 
koju poseduje Ni{, kosmopolits-
ki i evropski grad na raskrsni-
ci, kao i impresivnom vizijom o 
svom razvoju. Ovo je grad koji ide 
napred. Siguran sam da se Srbija 
i Crna Gora ubrzano kre}e putem 
ka Evropi i mnoga vrata }e se 
tek otvarati. Ima puno toga 
{to jedni od drugih u~imo. Za 
mene i moje kolege Ni{ i Nau~ni 

tion of centuries-old disagreements 
and misconceptions of Byzantium by 
scientific arguments. 

The Symposium was held in 
the Main Conference Hall of the 
University of Niš. The exhibition 
„Medieval Portraits of Serbs“, or-
ganized by Dragomir Todorović in 
homage to the academician Vojislav 
Djurić, was laid out in the foyer. At 
the closing ceremony, on behalf of the 
participants, the auditorium was ad-
dressed by Dr. Giorgio Bezoari from 
the University of Milan, who openly 
expressed his delight with the organi-
zation of the meeting. 

The Symposium was blessed 
by Reverend Irinej, Bishop of the Niš 
Eparchy, and opened by Dr. Radivoje 
Radić, while the Mayor Goran Ćirić 
welcomed the participants. Dr. 
Graham Jones from Oxford promoted 
the representative Proceedings and the 
CD from the last-year’s Symposium 
„Niš and Byzantium II“, having said: 

„I was especially impressed by 
the early Christian monuments that 
had been discovered in Niš. For us 
in the West Europe, these are the les-
sons that we’ve been learning about 
the East. I am amazed by the energy 
that Niš possesses as a cosmopolitan 
and European city at the crossroads, 
as well as its impressive vision of de-
velopment. This is a city which goes 
forward. I am positive that Serbia 
and Montenegro are moving quickly 
on their way towards Europe and 
that many doors are yet to be opened. 
There is a lot to learn from each other. 
For me and my colleagues, Niš and 
this Symposium represent a signifi-
cant and fixed point of every academic 
year.“
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skup predstavqaju  bitnu i fik-
siranu ta~ku svake akademske go-
dine.“

Multidisciplinarnost 
i tematska {irina skupa, omo-
gu}avaju sveobuhvatnije sagle-
davawe dostignu}a vizantijske 
civilizacije i kulture kao i 
wenu uloge u formirawu moderne 
Evrope. Nau~no-istra`iva~ki 
rad svakog u~esnika pojedina~no, 
zna~ajan su doprinos kako svo-
joj nauci, tako i celovitijem 
sagledavawu vizantijskog sve-
ta i wegovog odjeka na potowe 
umetni~ko stvarala{tvo. O to- 
me svedo~e izlo`eni radovi sa 
ovogodi{weg okupqawa. Izla-
ga~i su imali na raspolagawu 
vrhunsku opreme: video bim, 
dijaproektor i najsavremeniju 
opremu za simultani prevod. 
Obilazak spomeni~kog nasle|a 
Ni{a za mnoge je predstavqao 
profesionalnu radost  i prijat-
no iznena|ewe.

Zbornici radova sa ni{kog 
skupa su neizbe`na literatura 
za svakog ozbiqnog istra`iva~a. 
Od ove godine elektronska ver-
zija Zbornika radova u celosti 
se nalazi na sajtu grada Ni{a:

h t t p : / / n e w s . n i s . o r g .
y u / d o c / p - k o n s t a n t i n . p h t m l ; 
http://news.nis.org.yu/doc/zbornik/
pocetna.htm.

Od posebnog je zna~aja in-
formacija da je simpozijum “Ni{ 
i Vizantija” uvr{ten u spisak 
svetskih kongresa vizantologa. 
Radi o~uvawa tradicije simpo-
zijuma, me|unarodnih veza, ste- 
~enog ugleda, posebno zbog po-
dizawa na vi{i nau~ni nivo, 
pokrenuta je inicijativa da suo-

Multidisciplinary aspect and the-
matic diversity of the Symposium en-
able more comprehensive understand-
ing of the achievements of Byzantine 
civilization and culture, as well as 
its role in the formation of modern 
Europe. Scientific researches of each 
individual participant represent sig-
nificant contributions both to their 
respective sciences and to the univer-
sal comprehension of the Byzantine 
world and its reverberation to subse-
quent artistic endeavors. Presented 
papers from this year’s meeting bear 
witness to this. The lecturers had top-
quality equipment at their disposal: 
a video-beam, a slide projector and 
state-of-the-art devices for simultane-
ous translation. Sightseeing of Niš and 
its monuments meant professional joy 
and pleasant surprise to many of the 
participants. 

Collections of papers from the 
Niš meetings fall into the unavoidable 
literature for every serious researcher.

Starting from this year, the entire 
electronic version of the Symposium 
Proceedings shall be presented in the 
City of Niš Web Site: 

h t t p : / / n e w s . n i s . o r g .
y u / d o c / p - k o n s t a n t i n . p h t m l ; 
http://news.nis.org.yu/doc/zbornik/
pocetna.htm.

The information of particular 
importance is that the Symposium 
„Niš and Byzantium“ has been list-
ed among the world congresses of 
Byzantologists. In order to secure the 
Symposium tradition and preserve in-
ternational connections and acquired 
reputation, and particularly to elevate 
it to a higher scientific level, an initia-
tive has been launched to include as the 
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rganizator nau~nog skupa bude  
odeqewe za arheologiju i isto-
riju umetnosti pri Centru za 
nau~na istra`ivawa SANU u 
Ni{u. Sve ovo u ciqu dugotra-
jnosti skupa i o~uvawa reprezen-
tativnosti Zbornika radova 
kao garanciju wegovog nau~nog 
elitizma.

Mi{a Rakocija

Symposium co-organizer the Section 
for Archeology and History of Art of 
the Research Center of the Serbian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and 
the University of Niš. It is all aimed at 
securing longevity of the meeting and 
preserving the representative quality 
of the Proceedings as a guarantee of 
its scientific elitism. 

Miša Rakocija

Sl.4 Veliki knez Vukan u veliki `upan Stefan, Studenica; Kraq Sefan 
Prvoven~ani, Mile{eva; Sv. Sava, Hilandar – sa izlo`be “Portreti Srba u 

sredwem veku” - oma` akademiku Vojislavu \uri}u,  
autor Dragomir Todorovi} 

Fig. 4 Grand Duke Vukan and Grand Župan Stefan, Studenica; King Stefan the First 
Crowned, Mileševa; St Sava, Chilandar – from the exhibition „Medieval Portraits of 

Serbs“, organized by Dragomir Todorović in homage to the academician Vojislav Djurić


