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Abstract: Zaldapa (Krushari, Bulgaria) is the largest known Late Roman
stronghold of the hinterland of the Lower Danubian provinces, established in
the context of an in-depth fortification campaign launched by Constantine I.
This article discusses the Christian landscape of Zaldapa and its evolution in
the sixth century by focusing on one of its churches, Basilica 2, remarkable for
its size, decor, and footprint in the urban fabric. It was built in the first half of
the sixth century, close to the northern gate of the fortress. Like the basilicas
located near the other gates, it served both the intramural city and its suburbs
while a large central church, Basilica 3, stood at the intersection of the main
thoroughfares, erected at the turn of sixth century to replace the fortress’ first
known Christian temple and its martyrial crypt. Basilica 3 was erected as the
city’s main temple, but Basilica 2 was of comparable size, its sumptuous decor
eclipsed that of the other churches of Zaldapa and, unlike them, it encroached on
the public space of its neighborhood. Overall, it seems less to gravitate around
the central church, like the other basilicas, than to define a new Christian pole
in the urban fabric of Zaldapa, distinct from the central pole founded on the
presence of martyrs, and shows the increasing impact of the Church in the city’s
landscape.
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2 Codumiicku ynusepcurer ,,CBetn Knument Oxpuacku”, milanova_albena@ya-
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3 With contributions from Georgi Atanasov, Dominic Moreau, Philip J. E. MillsT,
Elio Hobdari, and Tarek Oueslati. This article is a result of the projects La christianisation
du Bas-Danube dans 1’Antiquité tardive : exploration archéologique de Zaldapa (Bulgarie)
(Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada) and Borders and cultural
patterns: paganism vs Christianity in the contact zone of the Danube limes. Scythia Minor
and Moesia Secunda in the 4th-7th century (Scientific Research Fund, Bulgaria, Ne KII-
06-H60/10 -17.11.2021).
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Fig. 1. Location map (Tz. Yotov)

Cux. 1. Mana nokanuje (LIB. JoroB)
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In the second quarter of the fourth century, a network of new fortresses
emerged along the Lower Danubian /imes and in its hinterland, in the con-
text of an ambitious large-scale, in-depth fortification campaign launched by
Constantine and continued by its successors#. In this part of the Empire, until
then little urbanized outside the coastal line, therefore relatively little Romanized
and still deeply attached to the old cults, urbanization took place in parallel with
the intensive militarization of the provinces and the Christianization of both lo-
cal and new communities. In Scythia Minor, the easternmost province along the

4 The fortification of the south bank of the Danube had become a major issue af-
ter the Roman withdrawal of Dacia in 271, and even more so under the Tetrarchy. The new
construction program launched by Constantine I continued the efforts of his predecessors,
but displayed a vigorous and more ambitious character: S. Curéié, Architecture in the Bal-
kans from Diocletian to Siileyman the Magnificent, New Haven-London 2010, 45-50. On
the regional landscape see 1. Achim, D. Moreau, Le réseau des fortifications dans [’arriére-
pays bas-danubien tardo-antique : la Moesia Secunda et la Scythia, Perchement et réalités
fortifiées en Méditerranée et en Europe, Véme-Xeéme siecles / Fortified hilltop settlements in the
Mediterranean and in Europe (5th-10th centuries), ed. P. Pergola et al., Oxford 2023, 382-393.
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Fig. 2. Zaldapa
seen from

the northwest
(N. Beaudry)

Cn. 2.

3annana u3
CeBepo3anajHor
yria (H. Bonpm)

Danube, two of these strongholds stood out as the largest and became central
in the regional defensive network: Ibida, in the northern part of the province,
and Zaldapa in the south (Fig. 1)>. This article discusses the evolution of the
Christian fabric of Zaldapa by focusing on a sixth-century church notable for its
location, its scale, and its decor.

Zaldapa

The site now identified as Zaldapa is located on a hilltop plateau in what
is today southern Dobrudja (municipality of Krushari, province of Dobric,
Bulgaria; Fig. 2). With its 2.05km-long rampart, 32 towers and suburbia, it
is the largest known Roman fortress of the hinterland of the Lower Danubian
provinces. It was built at the intersection of two strategic roads, one connect-
ing Durostorum, on the Danube, to Callatis and Dionysopolis on the Black Sea
coast, the other connecting Marcianopolis to Ibida and the northernmost out-
posts on the Danube and serving the rear of the frontier as the river flows north-
ward (Fig. 1)6.

The first known mention of Zaldapa is in Hierokles’ Synekdemos (ca.
530), where it was listed among the cities of the province of Scythia?. It was also

5 B. Hdunues, Hosume xvcnopumcku yenmpoge na Scythia u Moesia Secunda, Coop-
HHK B aMeT Ha npodecop Benmmsap Benkos, ed. 1. Anamkosa et al., Codust 2009, 414-448.

6 K.B. Illkopnui, HExotopbis u3s nopors BoctouHoit bonrapin, Azeecmisn Pyccka-
20 Apxeonocuueckazo Hncmumyma 6v Kowcmaumuwnonons — Bulletin de ['Institut ar-
chéologique russe de Constantinople 10 (Codus 1905), 492-502.

7 Hierokles, Synekdemus 637.7, ed. E. Honigmann, Brussels 1939, 13. Written
sources are presented and discussed in B. Benxos, 7 padem 6 Tpakus u [axus npes kochama
aumuunocm (IV-VI 6.). IIpoyusanus u mamepuanu, Codpust 1959, 91, 6en. 4; C. Topbaros,
Kvcnoanmuunusim epao 3anoana / The late antique city of Zaldapa, Sofia 2000, 6-7; id.,
3anoana (Zaldapa), Pumcku u paHHOBH3aHTHICKY cenuiua B bbparapus, T. 11, ed. P. IBanoB,
Cooust 2003, 87; D. Moreau, G. Atanasov, N. Beaudry, The archaeology of the Late Roman
city of Zaldapa: the status quaestionis in 2016 (with an appendix on seasons 2017-2019),
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Fig. 3. Site plan in 2023, based on LiDAR survey, satellite imagery and field survey
(adapted from B. M’Barek).

Cn. 3. Inan nokanuje u3 2023. Ha ocHoBy LiDAR uctpaxuBama, CaTeIUTCKUX CHAMAKa U
TEPeHCKUX HCTpaxkuBama (azantupado og b. M’bapeka).
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known as the homeland of general Flavius Vitalianus (1520), who led a revolt
against Emperor Anastasius and thus contributed to the rise of the Justinianic
dynasty8. Around the mid-sixth century, Procopius mentions its fortifications
among those whose restoration he attributes to Justinian9. The city was sacked
by the Avars in 586, recovered by Roman troops in 587, then sacked again by
the Sclaveni and recovered again in 59310: these changes of hand bear witness
of the strategic significance of this stronghold in the defensive system of the
frontier. The city is thought to have been abandoned shortly afterwards and
never reoccupied, thus the excellent preservation of its remains.

The interest of the site did not escape the attention of the “Fathers of
Bulgarian archaeology”, Karel and Hermann Skorpil, who visited it several
times between 1889 and 191011, They described and planned the fortifications,
which they dated to the second quarter of the fourth century, and identified
the city’s main thoroughfares determined by gates to the north, southwest and
southeast, and by a postern to the northwest (Fig. 3). They located and planned
a large building bordering one of these axes, probably a horreum whose dimen-
sions (101x18m) suggest the importance of the city in regional military logis-
tics. They also excavated a sixth-century church (Basilica 1) and identified a
second one (Basilica 2), while their archives show that they also identified other
structures intra-muros12. Romanian archaeologists carried out occasional exca-
vations between 1913 and 1940 while Dobrudja was under Romanian jurisdic-
tion, but their work remains unpublished!3. In 1949, shortly before the creation
of an artificial lake to the west, Milko Mirchev exposed the first compartment

Archaeology of a world of changes: late Roman and Early Byzantine architecture, sculpture
and landscapes — In memoriam Claudiae Barsanti, BAR 2973, ed. D. Moreau et al., Oxford
2020, 37-38.

8 D. Moreau, Les moines scythes néo-chalcédoniens (de Zaldapa ?). Etude prélimi-
naire a une prosopographie chrétienne du Diocése des Thraces, [Jobpymxka 32 (Cunuctpa
2017), 191-194. Some scholars, however, express doubt about the identification of the for-
tress with the small town (moAigua) of ZaAdapa mentioned by John of Antioch: Topbaros,
Kvcnoanmuunusam zpao, 7.

9 Procopius of Cesarea, De Aedificiis 4.xi, ed. H.B. Dewing, Cambridge, MA 1954,
308-315.

10 Theophilact Simocatta, Historia 2.10.10 and 7.2.16, ed. de Boor, Stuttgart 1972,
90 and 249.

11 [kopnun, op. cit., who first identified the site as Abrittus. Its identification as
Zaldapa was first proposed in 1955 after the discovery of an inscription locating Abrittus at
Razgrad (Bulgaria): T. UBanos, /[ea naonuca om aumuunus epad npu Pazepad, 3Bectus
Ha Apxeonoruueckusi HHCTUTYT 19 (Codus 1955); R. Vulpe, Granita de sud a provinciei
Scythia §i localizarea oragelor Abrittus §i Zaldapa, Studii si cercetari de istorie veche si
arheologie 6.3-4 (Bucharest 1955), 939; B. bemesnues, 43 xvcHoanmuunama u cpeonose-
xosna ceocpaghus na Cegepousmouna Bvneapus, VI3BecTnsi Ha ApXeoJ0rHueCKHsl HHCTUTYT
25 (Codus 1962), 2-4; id., Zur Geographie Nordost-Bulgariens in der Spdtantike und im
Mittelalter, Linguistique balkanique 4 (Sofia 1962), 59-60.

12 M. BoaueB, ITvpsume nnanose na 3ardana 6 apxuea na Kapen Ilxopnun,
Jlo6pymxa 32 (Cunncrpa 2017), 187-202; 1. Banepues, Om apxusume — 3a anmusnus 2pad
3anodana (mozasa ece owje “Abmaam xane/A6pumyc, Jobpymxa 32 (Cunuctpa 2017), 161-
166; Moreau et al., op. cit., 39.

13 Ibid, 42-43.
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Fig. 4. The north end of the intramural city, looking east (N. Beaudry).

Ci. 4. CeBepHH Kpaj yHYTpalmber rpaja, norien ca ucroka (H. boynpu)

(10.80%5.30m) of a large extra-mural cistern at the foot of the promontory;
leaning against the slope and fed by a spring, it was accessible to the north by a
covered corridor descending from the rampart!4. The first synthesis on the site
was published in 2000 by Sergey Torbatov, who built on his own field surveys
but still essentially relied on the work of Karel Skorpil!5.

Recent excavations

Despite its potential, Zaldapa remained hardly explored until 2014, when
Georgi Atanasov and Valeri Yotov undertook the excavation of a large church
and its crypt (Basilica 3), followed by the excavation of an earlier church and
crypt lying underneath (Basilica 4)16. Following several exploratory missions,

14 M. Mupues, BonHusAT pe3epBoap U Kaltax Ipu Kpernocrra Adput, Mzeecmus Ha
Bapnenckomo apxeonozuuecko opyscecmeo / Bulletin de la Société archéologique a Varna 8
(Bapna 1951), 99-103.

15 Topb6aroB, KvcHoanmuunusim epao.

16 T Aranacos, B. Horos, 1. Banepues, Anmuuen 2pad 3andana, obwuna Kpywapu,
obnacm [obpuu. Pannoxpucmusincka 6azunuxa, ApXEOJOTHYECKH OTKPUTHS M Pa3KOIKH
[AOP] mpe3 2014 r. (Codust 2015), 421-423; ead., Aumuuen epad 3anrdana, odwuna Kpywapu,
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an International Archaeological Project was launched in 2018 to draw a dynam-
ic portrait of the city’s urban landscape, of its economy and of its military and
religious environment during Late Antiquity!”. The international team focused
on the northern end of the site, where the rampart forms a salient projecting to
the north between a tower overlooking the cistern and the north gate (Fig. 4). It
first explored Basilica 2 and the north gate!8; after the covid pandemic, it also
explored, west of Basilica 2, the postern giving access to the cistern below, and
joined the Bulgarian team in excavating and documenting a tetraconch church
discovered to the east of Basilica 31°.

obnacm JJoopuy. Pannoxpucmusincxa 6azunuxa, AOP ripe3 2015 (Codust 2016), 460-463; ead.,
Aumuyen epao 3andana, oowuna Kpywapu, oonacm Jobpuu. Pannoxpucmuaucka 6asuiuxa,
AOP mpe3 2016 (Codus 2017), 296-297; I. Aramacos, . Banepues, Apxeonoeuuecko
npoyusane na 6asunuxu Ne 3 u 4 ¢ 3anoana, oowuna Kpywapu, obnacm [Jobpuu, AOP mpe3
2017 (Codus 2018), 246-248; ead., Pannoxpucmuancku 6azunuxu Ne 3 u 4 6 3anoana, AOP
mpe3 2018 (Codus 2019), 262-264; ead., Anmuuna kpenocm 3andana — keapmanu ce6epHoO u
10o1cno om bazunuxa Ne 3, AOP nipe3 2019 (Codust 2020), 1. II, 729-732. G. Atanasov also ex-
plored the sanctuary of Basilica 1 in 2016: G. Atanasov, Y. Valeriev, Basilica # I with a newly
discovered crypt from the Roman / early Byzantine city of Zaldapa. Addenda et corrigenda,
Archaeologica Bulgarica 25.2 (Sofia 2021), 45-80.

17 The Zaldapa International Archaeological Project was co-directed by Georgi
Atanasov and Nicolas Beaudry, with the collaboration of Albena Milanova and Dominic
Moreau. It was funded for the most part by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada with a substantial contribution from the Danubius project (Agence natio-
nale de la recherche, France). Fieldwork has also been supported by HALMA, the Université
de Lille and the Université du Québec a Rimouski, and received material support from the
municipality of Krushari. The work of the Bulgarian team was also funded by the Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria.

18 T. Aramacos, N. Beaudry, A. Munanosa, 1. Banepues, D. Moreau, basunura
Ne 2 u yenmpanna ceseprna nopma na 3anoana, AOP mipe3 2018 (Codus 2019), 260-262;
ead., Aumuuna kpenocm 3andana — cexmop ,,cesepozanad” u Basunuxa Ne 2, AOP npe3
2019 (Codmus 2020), 1. II, 732-737; D. Moreau, N. Beaudry, La forteresse tardo-antique
de Zaldapa (Bulgarie). Histoire du site et bilan des deux premieres saisons de la Mission
archéologique internationale, Revue archéologique 73.1 (Paris 2022), 174-178; N. Beaudry,
B. M’Barek, D. Moreau, G. Atanasov, La forteresse de Zaldapa: un projet archéologique
international, Dossiers d’archéologie h.-s. 40 (Dijon 2021), 66-69.

19 T Aranacos, N. Beaudry, A. Munanosa, D. Moreau, i1. Banepues, B. M’Barek,
E. Hobdari, Anmuuna xpenocm 3andana — Cesepna nopma, myHeivm Kvm ampuyma
na basunuxa Ne 2 u mempaxonxanna yvpkea Ne 6, AOP mpe3 2021 (Codus, in press);
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Fig. 6. Plan of Basilica 2, 2023 (N. Beaudry).
Ca. 6. ITnan 6a3mmmke 2, 2023 (H. Boxpn)

While excavation in this part of the site yielded a few pre-Roman sherds,
the supply of ceramics at the northern end of the site only really began in the
first decades of the fourth century (Fig. 5). This fits well the dating of the for-
tifications by Skorpil20 and the earliest coins found in the excavated tower of
the north gate, which are Constantinian. The dating of the fortifications to the
second quarter of the fourth century is also supported by spolia taken from a
Thracian temple at Telerig which is known to have been destroyed shortly after
32421, The collapse of the supply of ceramics after the sixth century would con-
firm the abandonment of the site.

I. Aranacos, N. Beaudry, A. Munanosa, D. Moreau, B. M’Barek, E. Hobdari, M. Rodé¢,
Anmuuen zpao 3andana — Cesepna nopma, bazunuxa Ne 2 u mempaxouxarna yvprea, AOP
mpe3 2022 (Codus, in press); I. Atranacos, N. Beaudry, A. Munanosa, E. Hobdari, Anmuuen
epad 3anodana - obexm ,,Bazunuxa Ne 2 6 semauwgemo c. JJobpun, obw. Kpywapu, oon.
Jo6puu, AOP mipe3 2023 (Codus, in press).

20 See also P. I.E. Mills, N. Beaudry, D. Moreau, The coarse wares from the excava-
tions at Zaldapa, Bulgaria, LRCW 7. The end of late Roman pottery: the last centuries at the
crossroads, ed. M. A. Cau Ontiveros, J. M. Macias i Solé, A. Ribera i Lacomba, Oxford, in
press.

21 Topbaros, Kvcnoanmuunusm 2pao, 85-86; id., Ykpenumennama cucmema na
nposunyus Ckumus (kpas na II-VII 6.), Codust 2002, 56-58; id., "Hpwe "Hoouotog (npeo-
eapumenHy OaHHU 3a AHMUYHUs KYImoe yenmup kpail Tenepue, IOxcna /lobpyoaca), Heros
Hephaistos. Studia in honorem Liubae Ognenova-Marinova, ed. T. CrostHoB, Benuko TspHO-
B0 2005, 80-91.
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Fig. 7. Aerial photograph of Basilica 2, 2023 (N. Beaudry).
Cn. 7. Aepodotorpaduja 6asmmuke 2, 2023 (H. bompn)

The Christian landscape of Zaldapa

Our knowledge of the Christian landscape of Zaldapa has been profoundly
renewed since excavation resumed in 2014, allowing a better understanding of
the growing footprint of Christianity in its urban fabric. Six intramural churches
are now known, all discovered or re-explored in the last decade (Fig. 3).

The earliest known Christian temple in Zaldapa is Basilica 4 (28x14m),
erected in the late fourth or early fifth century at the intersection of the city’s
main thoroughfares. It is a three-naved basilica with a projecting apse, built
on a large rectangular crypt comprising two vaulted rooms and a corridor ac-
cessed by a staircase from the south aisle. Such crypts are a common feature in
the province of Scythia, where fierce persecutions left about 150 martyrs, but
this one is particularly large and would have comfortably accommodated the
remains of several saints22.

Basilica 4 was destroyed around the mid-fifth century and replaced
around the turn of the sixth by a much larger church on the same site, Basilica
3 (38x21m). It is also a three-nave basilica with a projecting apse, preceded by
a tripartite narthex and a large atrium opening by a colonnade onto one of the
main streets. Its sanctuary was built on a crypt, like that of Basilica 4, but of
more modest dimensions and accessible from inside the sanctuary23: this may
indicate a change in the relationship with the martyrs, despite a continuity in the

22 1. Barnea, Les monuments paléochrétiens de Roumanie, Vatican 1977, 11-13, 150;
id., Le cripte delle basiliche paleocristiane della Scizia Minore, Revue des études sud-est
européennes 19.3 (Bucharest 1981), 489-505; G. Atanasov, A. Milanova, Les cryptes des ba-
siliques de Zaldapa au regard des autres exemples en Scythie, Mésie Seconde et Chersonése
(ve-yme siecle), A Danubio ad Gothiam : La christianisation du nord-ouest de la Mer Noire
dans I’ Antiquité tardive, in press.

23 G. Atanasov, L. Valeriev, V. Yotov. The crypt in the sanctuary of the Basilica No. 3
at the ancient city of Zaldapa (Province of Scythia), Humt u BuzanTuja / Ni§ and Byzantium
14 (Nis 2017), 123-132.
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Fig. 8. Aerial photograph and plan of the sanctuary of Basilica 2, 2022 (N. Beaudry).

Cn. 8. Aepodotorpaduja u mman cetwmmra 6asmuke 2, 2022 (H. boxpn)

Fig. 9. Fragment of a reddish conglomerate column
(A. Milanova).

Ci. 9. ®parment cryba LPBEHKACTOT
KoHIIoMepara(A. Munanosa)

martyrial character of the central church of
the city. Whether Zaldapa has been an epis-
copal see is still debated, but even if it was
not built as a cathedral, Basilica 3 was cer-
tainly intended as Zaldapa’s main Christian
temple24.

Three other intramural basilicas
are known today in Zaldapa, all three-
navec churches with a projecting apse
and each close to one of the city’s main
gates. Contemporary with Basilica 3, with
which it shares many features, Basilica 1
(27,75%16,50m), whose sanctuary was
partly paved with mosaic, stood close
to the southwestern gate. Basilica 2
(39,50%21,70m) was built later, in the first

24 Whether, or when Zaldapa became an episcopal see depends on the interpreta-
tion of medieval sources: see Moreau et al., op. cit., 37-38; Moreau, Beaudry, op. cit., 73.
The erection of an episcopal see would have required the erection of a new cathedral or an
evolution in the functions of an existing church. According to G. Atanasov, a first bishop
was appointed for Zaldapa after the mid-sixth century, Basilica 3 became a cathedral and a
later annex, at the south-east corner, should be interpreted as its episkopeion: G. Atanasov,
Y. Valeriev, La résidence épiscopale a proximité de la cathédrale de la ville romano-byz-
antine de Zaldapa dans la province de Scythie, Archaeologia Bulgarica 24.1 (Sofia 2020),

51-52.
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Fig. 10. Sample of glass tesserae found in the sanctuary (Ph. Mills).

Ca. 10. Y3opak crakiennx teccepa nponalennx y ceetunuiuty (@. Muiic).

half of the sixth century, between the north gate and the northwestern postern.
Close to the southeastern gate, Basilica 5 (21x17,50m) was identified and partly
excavated in 2019 and 2020 by loto Valeriev, who dates it to the mid-sixth cen-
tury?5,

25 JA. Banepues, 3andana — Pannoxpucmusncka 6asunuxa Ne 5, AOP mipes 2019 (Co-
¢us 2020), 1. 11, 739-741; id., 3aroana — Pannoxpucmusincka 6azunuxa Ne 5, AOP nipe3 2020
(Codus 2021), T. 11, 665-667; id., Pannoxpucmusnckama 6azunuxa Ne 5 6 weousmounama
uacm Ha KecHoanmuynus 2pad 3anoana (npeosapumenno cvobwenue), I'pannna, nepudepus,
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Fig. 11. Impost and capital (N. Beaudry).

Cn. 11. Ummnoct u xanuren (H. boapn).

Fig. 12. Imprint of a marble slab on the
south stylobate, 2018 (N. Beaudry).

Cn. 12. Otrcak MepMepHe IJI04e Ha
jyxHOM criobary, 2018 (H. boxpn).

The sixth intramural Christian temple is an
original tetraconch church (24.60x16.60m) with mo-
saic floors, close to the eastern rampart, whose exca-
vation began in 2019. It was built over buildings in
use until the mid-fifth century but the widespread use
of spolia, including elements of ambo that probably
came from other local churches, indicates a construc-
tion in the mid-sixth century or later26,

Basilica 2

Basilica 2 stood at the northern end of the site,
where the defended perimeter juts out to the north,
between the north gate and a tower overlooking the
extramural cistern (Fig. 4). It is a three-naved ba-
silica with a projecting three-sided apse, a tripartite
narthex and an atrium, all in opus mixtum, compa-
rable in size to Basilica 3 (Fig. 6,7). Despite several
phases of looting that systematically targeted its
masonries, pavements, marble furnishing and decor,
excavation delivered the outlines of the plan and li-
turgical system of the church, as well as elements of
its architectural sculpture.

Its sanctuary includes a semi-circular apse
raised by a platform of compacted stones, bordered
by a narrow ambulatory which may have been cov-

BOCHHA 30HA: MPOCTPAHCTBEHH U KYJITYpHHU M3MepeHus, ed. A. Munanosa, Codust 2023, 57-60.

26 G. Atanasov, A. Milanova, E. Hobdari, Une nouvelle église tétraconque a Zaldapa
au regard des autres tétraconques de Bulgarie, Tetraconch churches in Late Antiquity, ed. D.
Moreau, I. Achim, G. Castiglia, N. Beaudry, Rome, forth.
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Fig. 13. The western fagade and the narthex, looking east, 2023 (A. Ivanov).

Cu. 13. 3anagna dacana u HapTeke, morren ka ucToky, 2023 (A. BaHoB).

ered by a synthronon27 (Fig. 8). The platform of the apse was extended into the
first bay of the nave by a rectangular space paved with thick limestone slabs.
This is certainly the base of a ciborium that was robbed but of which traces
remain in the mortar of the pavement. Fragments of a reddish conglomerate
column would belong to this structure (Fig. 9)28.

The sanctuary was undivided, following a Constantinopolitan model that
remained in use until the end of the sixth century. It was delimited by a marble
chancel on a stylobate made of spolia; its I1-shape was the most common in
the diocese of Thrace, particularly in the Justinianic period (Fig. 8). Numerous
small fragments of marble fence, both single and double-sided, belong to the
chancel screen but perhaps also to a parapet. They show common motifs, such
as lozenges and discs inscribed with crosses and rosettes, set in a variety of
molded frames. Fragments of pillars and columns with integrated capitals sug-
gest a high structure, as was common in the diocese of Thrace after the mid-fifth
century29. No remains of an ambo have yet been identified, but the nave remains
to be fully explored.

Unlike Basilicas 4 and 3, Basilica 2 did not host a crypt and thus did not
have the obvious martyrial functions of the central churches30. Looter pits in
the apse and in the base of the ciborium left no trace of the reliquary expected

27 Other possible synthronoi have been identified in the cemeterial basilica at Istria

and in Tropaeum Traiani’s “transept basilica”, but they remain rare in Scythia: 1. Barnea, op.
cit., 140-141, 168.

28 This material, probably of Phrygian origin, was also found in Basilicas 3 and 1.

29 . Hocesa, Pannosusanmuiickume oamapHuu npeepaou 6 Ipaxus u [axus,
[Ipo6nemu Ha uzkyctBoTO 35.3 (Codpust 2002), 10.

30 A small crypt or altar pit was also found in Basilica 1: Aranacos et al., AOP mpe3
2016, op. cit..
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Fig. 14. Fragment of parapet found in the atrium

(A. Milanova).

Cn. 14. ®parment naparnera npoHaljeH y arpujymy

(A. MunanoBa).

Fig. 15. Fragments of transenna found in the
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western part of the building (A. Milanova).

Ci. 15. ®parmentu TpaHseHe npoHaheHu y 3anagHoM ey 3rpaje (A. MunaHosa)

Fig. 16: Holy water font carved in
a limestone pilaster (A. Milanova).

Ca. 16. Kpctuonnna ykiecasna
y Kpeumadky miacrap (A.
Munanoga).

under an altar. At least two rectangular tables
completed the furnishing, one of which bore
a poorly preserved painted inscription; they
were made of a whiter and finer-grained marble
than the other elements of liturgical furnishing.
Excavation of the sanctuary also yielded frag-
ments of marble wall veneer and several thou-
sand glass tesserae from a gilded apse mosaic, a
very rare example of such decor in Scythia (Fig.
10).

Strong foundations resting on the bed-
rock, 4.25 m deep at the west end of the naves,
suggest that the church had galleries3!. An Ionic
impost adorned with a cross (half preserved),
a Corinthian capital (almost complete) and a
probable fragment of double-zone basket capi-
tal suggest the arrangement of different orders
in the architectural decor (Fig. 11). The type
and style of the numerous surviving fragments
of acanthus associate them with the type of
thorny acanthus capitals produced intensively
in Proconnesian workshops from the late fifth
to the mid-sixth century, and widely distributed

31 S. Curéié (op. cit., 160) suggested that in the fifth-century Balkans, galleries would
generally be associated with a direct jurisdiction of Constantinople.
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along the Pontic and Mediterranean coasts. Fragments of echinus and basket
and the protome of a ram from a double-zone basket capital allow the decor to
be dated to the first half of the sixth century.

The spatial articulation of the church interior is further underlined by a
differentiated treatment of the floors. The central nave and the stylobates were
paved with large marble slabs laid on a bed of mortar, of which some fragments
and imprints remain; some of these slabs were spolia, as evidenced by the im-
print of a tomb door (Fig. 12). In the side aisles, clay beddings kept traces of
brick pavements. As for the narthex, one step down from the nave, it was paved
with large limestone slabs (Fig. 7,13). This treatment of the floors is exceptional
in Scythia, where churches are more commonly paved with bricks, like Basilica
3, or limestone slabs32.

From the west, three steps led into the narthex through a colonnade that
added to the monumentality of a plastered fagade (Fig. 13). The steps bear traces
of fire; to the west, a layer of ash mixed with mortar yielded one of the columns
of the fagade, fragments of parapet (Fig. 14), as well as numerous fragments of
window glass. Fragments of openwork marble transennae in opus pavonaceum
could also belong to windows (Fig. 15). A holy water font, carved in a limestone
pedestal, was found in front of the southern entrance to the narthex (Fig. 16)33.

To the west, the masonry of an atrium abuts that of the facade, but the
similar mortars of their opus mixtum suggest that the atrium was contemporary
or only slightly later (Fig. 6). Like the narthex, it was paved with large lime-
stone slabs, which is not a common feature of Scythian churches 34, while its
northern portico was paved with bricks like the side aisles of the basilica. The
north portico was accessible through a door in its northern wall, while the south
portico remains to be explored. A stone slab protruding from the western wall
of the atrium suggests an opening in the axis of the church.

The access to the atrium, to the narthex and to the naos were thus aligned
on the axis of the church. This linear continuity through different liturgical
spaces from west to east suggests an axial procession of the clergy, known as
the Great Entry in the churches of Constantinople, unlike other forms observed
in the Balkans such as in the basilicas of St. Demetrius and Acheiropoietos in
Thessaloniki.

32 Barnea, op. cit., 182. Dirt floors were also frequent.

33 The known specimen of such vessels in the diocese of Thrace were often found in
situ near the entrance to the nave and were first identified as holy water fonts by A. Mincheyv,
A lost rite in the Eastern Church II: Early Christian marble fonts with inscriptions of Sth-
6t c. AD found in Bulgaria and their function, Titulum Nostrum Perlege. Miscellanea in on-
ore by Danilo Mazzoleni, SAC 18, ed. C. dell’Osso, P. Pergola, Rome 2021, 728-739. These
vessels usually take the form of a cantharos or a mortar, but the Zaldapa specimen does not
belong to either of these types.

34 The stone pavement of the atrium finds a parallel at the Marble Basilica of Trope-
um Traiani (Barnea, op. cit., 173-174).
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Discussion

In their final state, the churches of Zaldapa form a network centered on
Basilica 3, which succeeds the first known Christian temple of the city and en-
sures the continuity of its martyrial character. The three other basilicas seem to
gravitate around this pole, each near one of the gates. Although other churches
can still be discovered, both inside the city walls and outside, they seem to com-
plement each other well in serving both the intramural city and its suburbs to the
north, southwest and southeast.

Basilicas 3 and 1 were both inserted into the urban fabric without affect-
ing its street network; the axis of the atrium of Basilica 3 was even diverted to
adapt it to the direction of a thoroughfare. The implantation of the tetraconch
church did not interfere with the street network either. On the contrary, the im-
plantation of Basilica 2 in the urban fabric seems to have been more intrusive
since it partially closes access to the northern tip of the intramural city (Fig.
3). To the east, a pavement around the apse could be a street on which it would
have encroached. To the west, its western fagade dominated by almost 2.5m the
via sagularis and the postern which opened onto the corridor to the extramural
cistern. The northwest corner of the narthex leaned against the rampart (Fig.
3,6), still allowing passage to the postern but closing the access from the west
to the northern end of the city. This temple would thus have taken control of
its neighborhood, including part of the rampart and access to a strategic water
reserve: its footprint would thus have given precedence to the Church, at least
locally, in the defense and communications of this part of the city.

Basilica 2 also stands out as the most sumptuous monument of Zaldapa,
outshining even the city’s central church, Basilica 3, built to house martyrs and
be the city’s main temple. It would even be one of the most sumptuous in the en-
tire province of Scythia, its decor finding no equivalent in its neighbor Palmatis,
nor in the old urban center of Tropaeum Trajani, nor even in the provincial
capital, Tomis. Everything therefore seems to indicate that Basilica 2 held an
important place in the city’s affairs. Comparable in its dimensions to the large
central basilica, it seems less to gravitate around it, like Basilicas 1 and 5, than
to define a new pole in the urban landscape of Zaldapa, distinct from the central
pole founded on the presence of martyrs.

On a provincial scale, Zaldapa itself stands out in the sixth century for its
concentration of Christian temples, the large size of some, the original plan of
its tetraconch church, and their sumptuous decoration and liturgical furnishings.
Four of them display a combination of decorative elements including marble
floors and veneer, mosaics, openwork slabs with complex interlace patterns, and
imported architectural sculpture, both Proconnesian and of other provenance.
Together, these churches testify to a close cultural connection between Zaldapa
and Constantinople at the turn of the sixth century. If the flow of sculpture and
architectural ideas is an indicator of the capital’s interest in Zaldapa, the city’s
churches and the sumptuousness of Basilica 2 may reflect the importance of the
stronghold in the Lower Danube defensive system and its links with the capital,
as well as the strengthening of imperial authority over the region.
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The construction of monumental and richly decorated churches also testi-
fies to a growth in the provincial economy between the end of the fifth and the
mid-sixth century. The abolition of the chrysargyron tax freed urban economies
from a heavy burden. The settlement of craftsmen and merchants from the east-
ern provinces, particularly from Syria, contributed to the economic dynamism
of the coastal cities35. New networks of communication, supply and resource
management, set up within the framework of the quaestura exercitus created in
536 and centered at Odessos, allowed more intensive exchanges with the capi-
tal, also facilitating the supply of marble and the mobility of craftsmen36. If the
archaeological material currently available allows the construction of Basilica 2
to be dated to the first half of Justinian’s century, the evolution of the regional
economic context suggests that it should be attributed to the second quarter of
the century.

Zaldapa housed up to five churches at one time, as many as Tomis and
Tropaeum Traiani. They demonstrate the Church’s growing footprint on the ur-
ban fabric and an influence that extended beyond the city walls, through basili-
cas located close to the gates. In its final state, Basilica 2 even controlled parts
of the urban and suburban space, of its defensive system, and of its strategic
water reserves. The status of the clergy of this church is further expressed in the
faunal remains and ceramics collected in material dumped between the atrium
and the postern, which testify to a privileged consumption different from that
of the military personnel of the northern gate. It is likely that the large-scale
investment in the Christianization of the urban landscape of Zaldapa reflects the
importance of its role in the Christian Lower Danube.

Huxona Boopu
(YuuBepsurer KeOeka y Pumyckujy)
Anbena Munanosa
(Yuusepsurer y Coduju ,,Cetu Kimment Oxpuncku™)
BA3UJINKA 2 YV 3AJIAAIIN U XPULLTHhAHCKU PA3BOJ JEAHOI
KOHCTAHTHUHOBOI T'PAJTIA

Cabenemom gyrum 2,05kM KOji LITUTH 25 XeKkTapa yHyTap 3uanHa, 3anaamna (Kpymapu,
Byrapcka) je HajBehe MO3HAaTO KAaCHOPHMCKO YTBpheme Yy YHYTPalIl-OCTH HPOBUHIIM]jA
Jomer nyHasckor pernona (ci. 1, 2). OcHOBaHa je y OKBUpY YTBphema JyHaBCKe TPaHUIIE
Kojy je ycranoBuo Koncraurus 1. PeruoH je no taga 6uo cnabo ypbanusoBaH, ocum obaiHe
nuHYUje, anu he mwerosa ypOaHHM3aMja IyropouyHo Why mapanesHo ca MIJIMTapHU3alijoM H

35 M. TaueBa, Ponsma na npecennuyume om Mana Asus, Cupus u Eeunem 6
UKOHOMUYECKUS U KYIMYPeH JICUB0m Ha 3anaonononmuiickume epaooge (I-111 68.), I3Bectus
Ha Hapomaus my3seit — Bapna, 8.23 (Bapna 1972), 17-43.

36 S. Torbatov, Quaestura exercitus: Moesia Secunda and Scythia under Justinian,
Archaeologia Bulgarica 1.3 (Sofia 1997), 78-87. Funeral inscriptions include that of a mar-
ble trader: B. Bemesnues, Cmapoxpucmusinckume naonucu om Bapna xamo ucmopuyecku
uszeop, zBectus Ha Hapoxuus myseit — Bapna 19.34 (Bapna 1983), 26-27.
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xpHucTHjaHu3anujom rpaga. OBaj pax ce 6aBu pasBojeM xpuinhaHCKe CTPYKType 3asjaarne
(dokycupajyhu ce Ha jenHy o1 leHUX IpKaBa u3 VI Beka, 0a3winky 2, Koja je u3y3eTHa 300r
CBOj€ BEITMYMHE, IeKOpaIrje 1 yJIore y ypOaHo] CTPYKTYPH.

[TpBu no3uatu xpumhancku xpam y 3anganu je 6a3unnka 4, nogurayra kpajem IV
WY TIOYETKOM V BeKa y IIEHTPY I'pajia, Ha paCKPCHHULM INIaBHUX caobpahajuuna. Vsrpahena
je U3HA KPUIITe MYYCHHKA JIOBOJHHO IPOCTPaHE Jia IPUMHU OCTAaTKE HEKOJIMKO CBETHUTEIbA.
Pa3opena oko cpeauHe V Beka, 3aMerbeHa je Ha npernasy y VI Bek Behom 1ipkBom, bazunukom
3, m3rpal)eHOM Ha MCTOM MECTY H ca CBOjoM KpunrtoM. basmiuka 2 je carpaleHa kacHuje,
y npBoj monoBuHu VI Beka, Ha CEBEPHOM Kpajy JIOKaIHUTeTa, Iae OeeM n3nasu Ha ceBep
n3Mmely ceBepHUX BpaTa U Kylie Koja je yCMepeHa mpeMa eKcTpaMmypajiHoj nuctepau (ci. 3,
4). To je TpoOpomHa 0a3MiIMKa ca TPOCTPAHOM alCUIOM M HAPTEKCOM, KOjeM je y KacHHjoj
¢da3u momar arpujym (ci. 6, 7). BbeHo cermnmiuTe, mocTaBibeHO yHyTap II-oOmukoBane
nperpaje, ykJby4nBajo je HOOpHjyM 1 MOXKIa CHHTPOHOH ca YCKHM aMOyJ1aTopHjyMoM (CII.
8). Huje nmasa kpunty 3a pa3yiuKy of IEHTpajHe IpkBe y 3anaany. [IpuinkoM HcKomaBama
CBETIJIMIITA OTKPUBEHH CY ()parMEeHTH MEPMEPHUX YKpaca U HEKOJIMKO XHibaza nosnaheHnx
Tecepa Mo3anka (ci. 10).

CHaXHM TeMeJbU W ()parMEeHTH IapareTa Cyrepuily Ja je IpKBa MMaja Trajiepuje
(cm. 14). OparMeHTH pa3THMYUTHAX TUIIOBA KalmuTela M UMIIOCTA, YKa3yjy Ha IOCTOjame
pasnuuuTux TUnoBa ctybosa (ci. 11). Ca 3amazna, Tpu cTeneHUKa Cy BOAWIA Y HAPTEKC KPO3
KOJIOHAly KOja je JoJaBajla MOHyMeHTaiHocTH (e 7, 13).

IIpocTopHa opraHu3anmja eHTepHjepa T0AATHO je HaralleHa pa3InIuTHM TPETMaHOM
nozoBa. LleHTpanHu 6pon U cTuiiodaTi OHIIM Cy MOIIOYaHH BEJIMKUM MEPMEPHUM ILI0YaMa,
0]] KOjUX Ccy Heke Owmte crionuje (cin. 12), 1ok cy 604HM pota3u OWMIIM MOIUIOYaH! ONleKaMma, a
HapTeKC BEJIMKUM IIIodama off Kpeumaka. tberos xkacHUju aTpujyMm Takohe je Ono moruioyan
BEJIMKMM KPEUauKiuM II0uaMa, 10K je CeBepHHU TpeM OHo norioyan ornekama (ci. 13). OBaj
TpeTMaH 1o/0Ba je kopuinheH y CKUTHjH CaCBUM H3y3€THO.

Kao n 6azmimke 1 u 5, koje cy ce Hanasmie y Onu3uHu Apyre kanuje (ci1. 3), 6a3minka
2 je COyXuiia M yHYTpalllbeM Ipaay U BeroBuM npenrpahuma. Mehytum, mo BeanuuHH je
Ouiia ynope/rBa ca [NIaBHUM XpaMOM T'pajia, HbeH PACKOIIHH JICKOP je 3aCCHHO APYre IPKBE
y 3anmanu u, 3a pa3iuKy Of FbHX, 3ay3elia je jaBHH MPOCTOP CBOje YETBPTH. Y ILENHHH,
U3IJIe/a /1a je Mabe IPaBUTHPajIa OKO LICHTPAIHE LPKBE, MOMYT APYTuX Oa3uivka, Hero mTo
je neduHmECcana HOBY, XpHIIhaHCKY OpHjeHTalnjy Y ypOaHOM IUIaHy 3aiiiare.

Y cBOM KOHaYHOM CTamYy, lEeH aTpHjyM je 3aTBapao via sagularis. OBaj cHaXkaH yTHIIaj
Ha ypOaHH3alujy U 1€j3ax rpajia CBaKako ofpa)kaBa BaKHOCT Oaswinke 2 y XpuirhaHckoj
MPOLLIOCTH 3aj/are; Takolje, BenKa yaarama rpaja y cBoje IpKBe ofipaxkaBasia Ou HeroBy
ynory y xpuihanckoM JomeM [1oxyHaBby.



