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SERBS IN ASTA MINOR: 1313 AS THE BEGINNING OF THE
EVRENOS DYNASTY?

Abstract: This paper reviews the possible origins of the Evrenos fam-
ily, which spearheaded the Ottoman expansion in the Balkan Peninsula in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. First, it briefly introduces various approaches
regarding Evrenos Gazi’s ethnic and religious background. Second, relying on
contemporary and near-contemporary primary sources, this paper shows how
a Serbian military contingent campaigned alongside the Byzantines and their
Muslim allies in Asia Minor in 1313. Lastly, it concentrates on the early politi-
cal career of Evrenos’ father Pranko Lazarat and traces his initial participation
in Muslim political organizations in Asia Minor. In this way, relying on a num-
ber of Ottoman chroniclers and historians such as Asikpasazade, this research
will argue that Pranko Lazarat’s political career in Asia Minor has started after
the defeat of the Byzantine-Serbian expeditionary force in 1313.
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“[And then there was the Famous Commander, that is, Evrenos Bey, who
was the patron of pious deeds, the doer of good works, the courageous man who
engaged in holy war, the tall and handsome man, he of excellent character, he
who was a prince of the powerful. Most of the villages and towns comprising
the interior of Rumeli were his conquests. That renowned Commander, he and
his son have endowed pleasant soup kitchens (imarets) in seven different loca-
tions. It is related that when this famous Commander was residing in Glimiilcine
he was disturbed by some incident and moved to Siroz. At that point in time he
turned his houses [in Gilimiilcine] into a soup kitchen (imaret). Afterwards he
was unhappy and left there [Siroz] as well. When he came to Yenice Vardar he
settled down there. Then he endowed his houses in Siroz to his imaret (soup
kitchen). When the time had come that he journeyed to the other world [i.e.,
when he died] his Palace (saray) in Vardar was also turned into a soup kitchen
(imaret). It is well known that the aforesaid pious Foundation is permitted to be
the recipient of the incomes of several prosperous villages .... |1

I Gelibolulu Mustafa Ali Efendi, Kitabii t-Tarih-i Kiinhii’l-Ahbar ed. Ahmet Ugur
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Evrenos Gazi was a military and political leader who have arrived in
Thrace with the Ottoman crossing of Hellespont after the 1350s. Early Ottoman
sources reports that, he initially operated under the relative authority of the lead-
ing frontier figure in the region at the time, Hac1 Il1begi.2 With the demise of this
figure after 1371, it appears that he began strengthening his regional position
in Thrace, founding a new city in the plains of the river Axios by the name of
Giannitsa (Yenice-i Vardar).3 Later, at the Battle of Kosovo in 1389, he com-
manded the advance guards of the Ottoman army and served as the chief advi-
sor of the Ottoman sultan thanks his familiarity with the landscape as well as
the enemy military formations.4 Under the rule of Bayezid I, however, he fo-
cused on extending his political influence towards central and southern Greece,
capturing the city of Tirhala and raiding several strategic locations including
Corinth in Peloponnesus. In the subsequent years, Evrenos’ military operations
in the region were briefly interrupted due to the Ottoman military defeat against
the Timurid forces at the Battle of Ankara in 1402 and following civil war be-
tween the warring Ottoman princes. Evrenos Bey played a central role during
this period called Ottoman interregnum, since he appeared as a key figure in
determining the ruling figure on the Ottoman throne providing military support
to rival princes, Emir Siileyman and Mehmed I. However, under Musa’s short
rule in Edirne, he came into conflict with the Ottoman state administration, a de-
velopment which indicates the increasing tension and rivalry between the center
and the frontier establishments in the Balkans at the time.5> On the seventeenth
of 1417, Evrenos Bey had died to be buried in a mausoleum in his provincial
center, Yenice-i Vardar, however, his descendants called Evrenosogullar1 con-
tinued to exert a certain political influence in the Ottoman Balkans up until the
end of the sixteenth century.6

(Kayseri: Erciyes Universitesi Yaymlari, 1997), 126 The Turkish text reads: ,,Fe- amma
esher-i timeras1 Evrenos Beg’dir ki, sahib-i hayrat, ragib-i meberrat, sir-merd-i pise-i cihad,
seh-levend-i keramet-nihad bir emir-i biiziirvar idi. Rum-ili “nin I¢-il ‘i hilkmiindeki kura
ve kasabati ekseriyya ol feth itmigdir. Ol emir-i nam-dar kendinin ve evladinin yedi yerde
‘amayir-i latifesi vardir. Menkuldiir ki, ol emir-i nam-dar evvela Giimiilcine’de temekkiin
itmis, bir hususa inciniib Siroz’da temekkiin ider. Andag: evlerini ‘ayniyle ‘imaret tayin
itmis. Ba’dehu Siroz’da dahi hazz itmeyiib gd¢miis. Vardar Yenicesi’ne varub ikamet itmis.
Bu kerre Siroz’daki evleri de ‘amayir yirine miilhak itmis. Vakta ki, sefer-i Ahiret’e gitmis
Vardar’daki saray dahi ‘imaret olmus. Meshurdur ki, mezbur evkafda miisa’ade kasdina
birkag karye-i ma ‘mure reca itmis ... ,, quoted in Heath Lowry and Ismail Eriinsal, The
Evrenos Dynasty of Yenice Vardar: Notes Documents, (Istanbul: Bahgesehir University Press,
2010), 61.

2 Adi asker iginde 6teden beri gazalarda nam salmig Gazi Evrenos derler bahadir bir
yigit vardir. Sultan (Seyyid Ali) o yigidi gazilere serasker tayin edip kalenin fethi i¢in yollar.
Bu arada Evrenos’a olur da bast sikisirsa kendisinden himmet talep etmesini tembih eder.
Seyyid Ali Sultan Velayetnamesi, ed. Riza Yildirim (Ankara: TTK, 2007), 20.

3 Heath W. Lowry, The Nature of the Early Ottoman State (Albany, State University
of New York Press, 2003), 64.

4 Mehmed Nesri, Kitab-i Cihan-Numa ed. Faik Resit Unat and Mehmed Koymen,
(Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1957), 266.

5 Orug Bey, Orug Beg Tarihi, ed. Necdet Oztiirk, (istanbul: Camlica Yay., 2008,), 45.
6 Heath W. Lowry, The Nature of the Early Ottoman State (Albany, State University
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Evrenos Gazi’s ethnic and religious background have been a question of
debate between scholars for more than a century. The first suggestion regard-
ing the identity of this historical figure had made by an Austrian orientalist and
historian by the name of Joseph Freiherr von Hammer who regarded Evrenos
Gazi as a Greek renegade.” This argument, however, later challenged by other
researchers who presented various hypotheses regarding Evrenos Gazi’s earlier
career in the Karasid Emirate and his father’s military activities in the Balkan
Peninsula. Briefly, these approaches can be grouped into four main categories.
Scholars including Hammer defended the idea that Evrenos Gazi was a Greek
convert who participated in expanding Ottoman military structure, awakening
to the nascent economic and political benefits in Bithynia in the first half of the
thirteenth century.8 Besides this point of view, some others argued that Evrenos
Gazi descended from a Latin warlord, possibly Catalan, who was active in the
west Asia Minor in the early 1300s.9 Majority of scholars who are of Turkish
origin, on the other hand, rejected these approaches, trying to connect his family
line to Oghuz/Turkmen communities which have been present in the Balkans
in the above-mentioned time period.!0 Finally, last groups of scholars have de-
veloped a recent theory concerning the ethnic background of Evrenos Gazi in
the latest years, revealing new findings about his Slavic ancestry.!l In this sec-
tion, I will briefly introduce various perspectives regarding the participation of
Evrenos family into expanding Ottoman political organization and then defend
my argument about Evrenos Gazi’ ancestral lineage. I argue that Evrenos’ fa-
ther, “Branko Lazarat” -voluntarily or involuntarily- joined the military struc-
ture of the Aegean Turcoman principalities when the joint Byzantine-Serbian
forces involved in armed conflicts between two rival Turkish strong men in the
area, Sasa Bey and Aydinoglu Mehmed Bey in the 1310s.

As stated earlier, Hammer led the discussions about the ancestral heritage
of Evrenos Gazi, presenting him as a local Greek political figure who preferred
to throw in his lots with the Ottomans. In defending this argument, he mainly
relied on an Ottoman historical work by Idris-i Bitlisi who made an anachro-
nistic connection between the Ottoman conquest of Bursa and the participation
of Evrenos Gazi in the Ottoman military organization.12 Therefore, according
to Hammer’s interpretation, Evrenos was the Greek governor of Bursa before

of New York Press, 2003), 64.

7 J. V. Hammer, Osmanli Devleti Tarihi I-II (Istanbul: Ugdal Nesriyat, 1983), 114.

8 H. Adams Gibbons, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Kurulusu (Ankara: 21.Yuzyil,
1998), 40.

9  Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanl Devleti Teskilatinda Kapukulu Ocaklar1 2,
(Ankara: TTK, 1988), 49.

10 Kemal Karpat, “Gagauzlarin Tarihi Kokeni ve Folkloriinden Pargalar” in Balkan-
larda Osmanl Mirast ve Ulusculuk, (Ankara: Imge Yay., 2004), 385.

11 Aysegiil Kilig, “Evrenos Bey’in Babasi Pranko Lazarat’in (Pranko Isa) Vakfi Ve
Tiirbesi”, GAMER, 1, 1 (2012): 62.

12 Bitlisi gives the date of the conquest of Bursa as 706 (1306) according to Hijri
calendar. However, this event had happened twenty years later in 1326. “Ol tekvur-i Bursa
evvela Evrenos-1 bi-haya idi” Idris-i Bitlisi, Hest Bihist I, ed. M. Karatas and S. Kaya-Y. Bas,
(Ankara: Betav Yay., 2008), 172.
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being converted to Islam; thus, thanks to his noble lineage, he was able carve
out a career for himself in the Ottoman politics.!3 Later, this standpoint was
also shared by an American researcher by the name of Herbert Adams Gibbons
who asserted the idea that the “western” elements in the early Ottoman prin-
cipality were mainly responsible its rise as a regional power at the time. As
put forward by him, the governor of Bursa, Evrenos, was disappointed with
Constantinople’s disinterest in the Anatolian politics; therefore, he decided to
cooperate with the Ottoman forces in return.!4

This argument, however, severely criticized by later historians who pre-
sented a number of theories regarding Evrenos’ lineage. The Turkish historians
in the early republican era, for example, relied on various strategies to prove
Evrenos’ alleged connection with several Turkish communities active in the
Balkans and west of Asia Minor. A highly influential Turkish scholar of the
twentieth century, F. Kopriilii spearheaded these criticisms, putting forward his
etymologic claims in his attempts to reveal the “Turkish” origins of Evrenos
name. According to him, the word “Evrenos” has a clear resemblance with
an ancient Turkic word, “Evren” which means cosmos and appears in one of
the earliest Turkic inscriptions, Kutadgu Bilig; therefore, Evrenos must be a
Turkish given name.!5 Afterwards, several non-Turkish researchers also began
supporting this argument about Evrenos’ Turkish origins, presenting their own
personal opinions without initiating a specific research on the issue. D. Nicol,
for instance, is in the opinion that Evrenos Gazi was a Turkish military leader
under the command of Michael Palaiologos, before declaring his allegiance to
Osman Gazi.16 Colin Imber, on the other hand, seems to have followed the
same patter, portraying him as a Turkish warlord who conquered Macedonia
under the nominal authority of the Ottoman sultan.!7 Besides these approaches,
a Turkish historian called Kemal Karpat, reworded an idea which was expressed
by Paul Wittek before, making a connection between the name, Evrenos and a
mountain called Evren in the south of Varna. Thus, as he implies, Evrenos might
have descended from a Turkish-Christian community by the name of Gagauz
which has been mainly located in the Dobruja region in the late middle ages.!8

Aside from this, a recent hypothesis was set forth by Heath Lowry who
argued that Evrenos might have had a western European ancestry. Relying on
the historical information provided by a Catalan chronicler Ramon Muntaner
and Pachymeres, Lowry thinks that the leader of the Catalan contingent which
joined the Turks in 1305, must have been the father of Evrenos Bey, Isa Prang1.19

13 J. V. Hammer, Osmanli Devleti Tarihi I-II (Istanbul: Ugdal Nesriyat, 1983), 114.

14 H. Adams Gibbons, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Kurulusu (Ankara: 21.Yuzyil,
1998), 40.

15" Fuad Kopriilii, Osmanli Devleti 'nin Kurulusu (Ankara: T.T.K, 1999), 83.

16 Theodore Spandounes, On the Origins of the Ottoman Emperors (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997), 15.

17 Colin Imber, Osmanli Imparatorlugu 1300-1650 ed. Siar Yalgn (Istanbul: Istanbul
Bilgi Unv. Yay., 2006),17.

18 Kemal Karpat, “Gagauzlarin Tarihi Kokeni ve Folkloriinden Pargalar” in Balkan-
larda Osmanli Mirasi ve Ulusguluk,” (Ankara: Imge Yay., 2004), 385.

19 Heath W. Lowry, The Nature of the Early Ottoman State (Albany, State University
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He further notes that there is a substantial possibility that “Prangi” is the dis-
torted version of the word “Frengi” which signifies western European ancestry
in the Islamic world. Therefore, he asserted that this Catalan lord might have
developed a career for himself in the Karasid realm, being converted to Islam
and participating in their military structure. Later, his son, Evrenos, appeared
as one of the leading military figues at the time when the Ottomans began an-
nexing the Karasid realm, a development which paved the way for him to join
the Ottoman military structure and pursue new career opportunities in Thrace.

Finally, this approach was confuted by recent findings introduced by a
Turkish scholar by the name of Aysegiil Kilic who revealed Serbian origins
of Evrenos’ father, Isa Prang1.20 First, focusing on a relatively less known en-
dowment records of Evrenos’ son, Isa Bey, she put forth that Evrenos’ father’s
name was recorded in an atypical fashion as “Pranko Lazarat” in this docu-
ment.2! Then, in an effort to confirm that this phrase is not made by mistake by
the script, she compared the endowment record with other archival informa-
tion which came down to us from the sixteenth century, finding out its wide-
spread use in the Slavic-inhabited areas.??2 Subsequently, she traced the use of
“Pranko” in the Byzantine sources, concluding that the Serbian family/dynastic
name, “Brankovi¢” was recorded as such in these documents. Also, considering
that Evrenos’ father has a mausoleum where he died presumably during a mili-
tary action in the region Kichevo in the Republic of North Macedonia today, she
suggested the idea that this figure should have had ties with the regional Serbian
aristocracy in this area.23

This point of view was later partially shared by Heath Lowry who pub-
lished a book in 2012 on the possible Serbian origins of Evrenos’ father “Pranko
Lazarat”. However, he seems to not agree with Kili¢’s idea about the reading of
“Pranko” as “Brankovi¢”, suggesting that this should have a distorted pronun-
ciation of a Slavic name, “Branimir”. He further notes that this figure was prob-
ably a Serbian local lord who decided to throw in his lots with the “Ottomans”,
converted to Islam and took the Muslim name Isa. His son, Evrenos, also con-
verted to Islam retaining his Slavic name albeit in a distorted version.24

Although I concur with the idea that Pranko Lazarat was a Serbian provin-
cial lord who became Muslim, taking a new name, I do not think that he joined
the “Ottomans” since they were not active in Thrace until a relatively late peri-
od. Secondly, I am not in the opinion that he participated in the Turkish military
forces from the Balkans; instead, I think we should look to Anatolia. When the
Ottomans had initiated their invasion of Karasid realm, Pranko Lazarat seems
to have died afore. Therefore, early Ottoman chroniclers do not mention him;

of New York Press, 2003), 58.

20 Aysegiil Cali Degerli, ,,Gazi Evrenos Bey“ (Doctoral Thesis, Ankara University,
2011), 55.

21 Jbid, 59.
22 Jpid, 60.
23 Jbid, 243.

24 Lowry, W. Heath, Fourteenth Century Ottoman Realities in Search of Haci-Gazi
Evrenos, (Istanbul: Bahcesehir University Press, 2012), 8.
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instead, they portray his son, Evrenos Gazi, as a full-grown raider lord active in
the Karasid realm. I think they would somehow mention Pranko Lazarat in their
works if he himself participated in the Ottoman military structure, considering
his importance as the father of the Evrenos Gazi, who was the most prominent
raider commander in the Balkans in the end of the fourteenth century. Indeed,
Pranko Lazarat joined the Turkish forces who were militarily active in Thrace
in the first half of the fourteenth century, however, these groups were not the
Ottomans as Lowry argued in his book.

In this light, I argue that Pranko Lazarat joined the Turkish political es-
tablishments in the Aegean region in 1313 when a group of Serbian provin-
cial soldiers engaged in military exploits against the Aydinid Emirate. Enveri
states that a Turkish political figure, “the son-in-law of the ruler of Mentese”,
Emir Sasa Bey appeared in west Asia Minor in the early 1300s, rallying a sub-
stantial Turcoman military force round him.25 First, he directed his attention to
the Byzantine cities of Tire and Birgi, and then initiated his naval operations
against the Byzantine islands by pillaging Chios.26 At the same time, another
Turkish lord, the commander of the Germiyanid forces, Mehmet Bey, seized the
city of Ayasulug from the Byzantines and began appearing as a local power in
the area.27 Although these two Turkish lords cooperated against the Byzantines
initially, later they came to see each other as regional rivals. Also, it appears
that Mehmed had the military superiority over Sasa Bey at the time, since his
military stance gradually strengthened with the participation of the Germiyanid
units in his cause, a situation which eventually forced Sasa Bey to seek for al-
lies to properly take up the challenge presented by Mehmed’s forces.28 In such
a situation, Enveri reports that Sasa Bey aligned himself with the “Christians”,
in an attempt to achieve the balance against Mehmed Bey.2% However, consider-
ing that the Byzantine regional authority was collapsing in the west Asia Minor
after the Catalan withdrawal in 1304 and the subsequent fall of the Byzantine
strategic locations in the area, it is not within the realm of possibility that Sasa
Bey cooperated with a local Christian force; thus, we should look elsewhere.

Around the time when the intensity of the political rivalry between Sasa
and Mehmed Beys had increased, the Byzantines were dealing with a group of
Turkish raiders who led by a commander called Halil Ece in Thrace; however,
I think, after the removal of this figure they carried their military operations to
Anatolia in a bid to eliminate the “nests” of these raiders, having been supported
by the Serbian provincial soldiers. The Byzantine sources hints that Halil Ece
was one of the commanders of the Turcopole units in the Byzantine army.30

25 “Sasa beg derler idi bir yazi er gelmis Aydin eline evvel meger.” Le Destan
D’Umur Pacha. ed. Irene Melikoff-Sayar, (Presses Universitaires de France: Paris, 1954), 47.

26 “Evveli Birgi’yi feth eylemis Aydinogluni getiirmis toylamis.” Ibid, 47.

27 “Aydinoglu Ayasolugi geliip feth eder hem da’iresini alup.” Ibid, 47.

28 “Bes garindas idi isbunlar temam, ulusi Mehmed beg anun nik o nam/ biri Osman
u Qaraman u Hasen Hamza begdiir kigisi ki dinle sen/ Germiyan elinden ediip fethi bab,
Germiyan tutaridi ana rikab.” Ibid, 46.

29 Hem hasedden fitne Sasa eyledi, mu’miniken avn-i tersa eyledi.” 7bid, 48.

30 Pachymeres, George. Georges Pachymérés, Relations Historiques 13, ed. Albert
Failler, (Paris, 1984-2000), 695.
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However, sensing the political and economic opportunities that had aroused in
Thrace in the early 1300s, he decided to participate in the Catalan company, of-
fering his military service to them.31 After the departure of the Catalans to the
central Greece, however, he preferred to stay behind, focusing on his raiding
activities in Macedonia and Eastern Thrace. Having cut the connection between
Constantinople and Thessaly, Halil Ece gradually became a source of concern
for the Byzantines who made a purported agreement with him, promising a
safe-conduct to him and his companions on their return to Anatolia. In fact, the
Byzantines had other plans as they requested a military assistance from their
allies at the time, the Serbians, who sent a contingent of two thousand feudal
cavalries to support their operations.32 It seems that at the end of the military
conflicts, the allies were able to overcome their opponents, killing some of them
and forcing others to surrender to the Genoese to be sold as slaves in Galata dis-
trict.33 However, the Byzantine-Serbian military activities did not end here as
Oikonomides convincingly argues that after the elimination of Halil’s forces, a
second Serbian cavalry detachment had arrived. 34 According to him, consider-
ing that Thrace was cleared from the Turks as of 1312, the Byzantines directed
these units to the area where the raiders have originated from: the Aegean re-
gion.35

In this light, I argue that when the allied forces arrived in the Aegean
coast, they aligned themselves with Sasa Bey who stuck in a challenging situa-
tion in the face of Aydinid Mehmed Bey’s growing political influence in the re-
gion; however, the allies had been defeated in the ensuing battles which resulted
in the imprisonment of some of the provincial Serbian lords. Enveri reports
that at the time when allied Christian forces appeared in the Aegean coast, Sasa
Bey’s military capabilities were severely diminishing due to the reinforcements
that Mehmed Bey secured from the Germiyanid principality. In the face of such
a situation, Sasa tried to throw in his lots with the newly appeared Byzantine-
Serbian force, turning his old enemies into friends.36 Oikonomides asserts that,
this expedition was in a piratical character; that is, they did not aim to have
long-term territorial gains.37 Instead, reinforced by the Serbian contingents, the
Byzantines sought to make a display of power, in a bid to give a clear mes-

31 Nicolas Oikinomides, “The Turks in Europe (1305-13) and the Serbs in Asia Mi-
nor (1313)”, The Ottoman Emirate (1300-1389) ed. Elizabeth Zachariadou. (Rethymnon:
Crete University Press, 1993), 163.

32 Ibid, 166.

33 “gig 16V Paciréa, oté of &v Arydg TTotapoig kai év ] Zvkn BapPapdt apd tdvV
fuetepov anmiovto.” Manuelis Philae, Carmina ed. E. Miller, v. I, (Paris: Excusum in Ty-
pographeo Imperiali, 1855), 220-225.

34 Nicolas Oikonomides, “The Turks in Europe (1305-13) and the Serbs in Asia Mi-
nor (1313)”, The Ottoman Emirate (1300-1389) ed. Elizabeth Zachariadou. (Rethymnon:
Crete University Press, 1993), 166.

35 Ibid, 166.

36 Nicolas Oikinomides, “The Turks in Europe (1305-13) and the Serbs in Asia Mi-
nor (1313)”, The Ottoman Emirate (1300-1389) ed. Elizabeth Zachariadou. (Rethymnon:
Crete University Press, 1993), 168.

37 Ibid, 163.
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sage to their enemies that they still have the capabilities to engage in military
operations in the area. As hinted by Enveri, the Byzantine army initially joined
Sasa Bey’s forces and then, they headed towards the headquarter of Mehmed
Bey in Ayasulug. However, it appears that they were subsequently defeated by
Mehmed Bey’s forces, a development which forced the Byzantines to with-
draw from the area and Sasa Bey to surrender to his enemies to be executed,
being accused as the enemy of the faith. Regarding these military encounters
between the two parties, Enveri says that Mehmed Bey’s forces “killed and
vanquished the infidels”.38 He also adds that Mehmed Bey gained so much loot
from the vanquished enemy.39 Referring to these verses, I think, some of the
feudal Serbian lords have fallen captive to the Aydinids and then carve out a
career for themselves in their military structure, being converted to Islam. The
word that Enveri used to signify the defeat of the Christians was “simak”. This
is an old Anatolian Turkish word to convey the idea of submission of the en-
emy by force, but not necessarily by killing. An early Ottoman chronicler who
wished to write about a surrendering or routing enemy unit during a military
encounter could also use the same word. Asikpasazade, for instance, rely on the
verb “simak” in the same context while conveying the idea of the “submission”
of the infidels of Moldovia during Mehmed II’s campaigns in the area.40 The
other word that Enveri used on to signal the defeat of the Christians in the same
sentence was “kirmak” which obviously means to kill. However, I think Enveri
does not use these words as synonyms; instead, he wants to give the message
that, after the military defeat of the Christians, -at least some of them- accepted
the authority of Mehmed Bey. Besides Enveri’s work, there is no other primary
source evidence which relates the armed conflicts between Sasa and Mehmed
Bey at the time, however, Pranko Lazarat’s military activities in Thrace and
his subsequent demise in southern Macedonia -possibly- in the 1330s seems to
support this view.

We do not have any reliable historical data which indicates that the
Ottomans engaged in military operations in southern Macedonia until 1360s
and even 1370s; however, it is known that Aydinid Umur Bey was militarily
active in the area to support his Byzantine ally, John VI Kantakouzenos long
before that time.4! On top of that, the Byzantine sources reports that he had lost
a considerable number of his troops while participating in raiding activities in
the area adjacent to Thessaloniki.42 Therefore, | argue that Paranko Lazarat who

38 “Geldi bes qardasi ile dérdi geri, uyrasuban qirdi sidi kafiri.” Le Destan D’Umur
Pacha. ed. Irene Melikoft-Sayar, (Presses Universitaires de France: Paris, 1954), 47.

39 “Ol yazada qatl old1 ol dahi, ¢oq yanimet mal alur mir-i sahi.” Ibid, 48.

40 The phase Asikpasazade used is as follows: “Ani beyan ider kim padisah Kara
Bogdan’1 kim sid1, dondi, Tuna kenarma geldi.” Regarding “Kara Bogdan’1 kim sid1” part,
since it is not possible to “kill” a geographical location, the author clearly wants to give the
message about the submission of at least a group of Moldovian population. Asikpasazade,
Osmanogullari 'mn Tarihi ed. Kemal Yavuz and Yekta Sarag, (Istanbul: MAS Matbaacilik,
2003), 542.

41 Nikephorus Gregoras, Nicephori Gregorae Byzantina Historia Vol 2, ed. Ludwig
Schopen and Immanuel Bekker (Bonn: Weber, 1829), 652.

42 “¢mer & N opad TOV YEWMDVOG £KEWOL VOKTOP Koi ped’ Muepav det mpodg o
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had a new name, Isa, after his conversion, had lost his life during the Aydinid
campaigns in the Balkans; that is why Evrenos Gazi commissioned the erection
of a mausoleum for his father in Kirchevo later. Although I agree with the fact
that there had been other Turcoman raiding units active in Thrace in the first
half of the fourteenth century, many of them were led by lowborn opportunistic
Turcoman ringleaders; therefore, it is not very convincing to argue that a rela-
tively high-ranking provincial lord possibly from a Serbian aristocratic family
would join them.43 One exception to that might be, Karasid Yahsi Bey who
was militarily active in Thrace in the 1330s; however, he was not a successful
political figure in Thrace as was defeated by the Byzantines on two different oc-
casions. Aside from this, another question regarding Pranko Lazarat’s decision
to join the Turks could be worded as follows: Did Pranko Lazarat anticipate the
rise of a great Turcoman Emirate in the Balkans beforehand, rushing to side
with them to share their material and political gains?44 This seems also im-
plausible to me, thinking that Serbia under the rule of Nemanji¢ dynasty was a
prosperous nation, capable of extending his political and economic influence as
far as Adrianople in the east and Peloponnesus in the south. Therefore, it is not
convincing to argue that a Serbian provincial aristocrat willingly joins the Turks
in Anatolia during the heyday of the Serbian Empire in the pre-1355 period.
Besides this, Evrenos’ age at the year of his death also reinforces my ar-
gument since considering that he was over one hundred in 1417, he must have
been born in the 1310s.45 Although it was mentioned by some of the Ottoman
chroniclers that Evrenos Gazi had died at the age of one hundred twenty-nine,
this seems to be an exaggeration.46 However, thinking that Evrenos was a fully-
grown military figure during the Ottoman annexation of the Karasid realm in the
1340s, it appears that he was at least close to one hundred when he died. Lowry
thinks that Evrenos was a Serbian warrior who followed his father’s footsteps

OKLLOLOTEPOV TPOVKOTTE, KOl OAVEATIGTOV TEMG €T10EL TO TOV 0€POG UEWBIALOL, KOl Lo TOAAN
Kot ovveyng Tig Emevepeto PBopd tov Iepocdv otpatdv, Nv 1 10D YEWDVOS ETIKTEV VYU Kol
poOg v TV Gvaykaiov M dropaf...]” Ibid, 652.

43 While Lowry does not reject the possibility of the aristocratic background of
Pranko Lazarat, Kili¢ thinks that he must have been descended from a Serbian noble family
based in Macedonia. Lowry, W. Heath, Fourteenth Century Ottoman Realities in Search of
Haci-Gazi Evrenos, (Istanbul: Bahcesehir University Press, 2012), 8. Aysegiil Cali Degerli,
,,Gazi Evrenos Bey* (Doctoral Thesis, Ankara University, 2011), 61.

44 Tt was argued by several scholars that the monks of Athos, for example, perceived
the rise of the Ottomans in the Balkans in advance, hurrying to secure an official document
from the Ottoman sultan, Orhan, in a bid to enjoy their economic privileges in the future.
Elizabeth Zachariadou, “Monks and Sailors Under the Ottoman Sultans” Oriente Moderno
20/81 (2001): 141.

45 “May God illumine his grave and may his dust be fragrant to the mercy of Al-
mighty God, and his approbation, on Wednesday, the seventh of the month of Shawwal in the
year 820 of the Hijra [Wednesday, November 17, 1417].” quoted in Heath Lowry and Ismail
Eriinsal, The Evrenos Dynasty of Yenice Vardar: Notes Documents, (Istanbul: Bahgesehir
University Press, 2010), 136.

46 According to this calculation, he must have been born in the 1280s, which seems
to be highly unlikely.
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and converted to Islam.47 As I mentioned before, he gives the original name of
Evrenos’ father Branko as Branimir therefore, he thinks that “Branko” cannot
be associated with the royal “Brankovi¢” family.48 I also concur with this ap-
proach, however, locating the birth of Evrenos Gazi to the post-1313 period.
We do not have any historical records which indicates Evrenos as “Abdullah”
which is a name given to the new converts. Besides this, some of the early
chronicles shunned from portraying him as a convert. Therefore, I think, con-
versely, he seems to have born born Muslim retaining his family name “Vranjes,
Vranesi¢, Vrane§” which is still a common surname among the Slavic people in
the Balkans (one example is Slavko Vrane§ who is a Montenegrin former pro-
fessional basketball player, and the other example is Jurica Vranje$, a Croatian
former professional footballer). This pattern is also observable among other
frontier families, for instance, it is also known that Malkogoglu (Malkovi¢) was
a Serbian warrior family which participated in the Ottoman military organiza-
tion after the Battle of Maritsa in 1371, adjusting to the realpolitik in the region
at the time.4® Founder of this family, Malkog¢ Bey, had been even assigned as
one of the commanders of the advance guards during the Battle of Kosovo in
1389, which gave way to the “Kosovo Myth”, becoming important forming
Serbian national identity.50

Therefore, the question arises: Why did Evrenos Gazi was operating under
the Karasid banner if his father, Pranko Lazarat, was an Aydinid commander?
The answer is simple: the raider leaders under the command of the Turcoman
lords were highly independent in their military actions, being ready to change
their allegiance whenever a better opportunity arose in the neighboring princi-
palities.5! As I mentioned before, Pachymeres states that a considerable number
of troops from the Aegean Turcomans had joined the Ottomans in pursuit of
the material gains before the Battle of Bapheus in 1302.52 Also, we know that
Aydinid Umur Bey and Sarukhanid Siilleyman Bey were conducting their mili-
tary operation together in Thrace in the 1330s and 40s, having been supported

47 Lowry, W. Heath, Fourteenth Century Ottoman Realities in Search of Haci-Gazi
Evrenos, (Istanbul: Bahcesehir University Press, 2012), 8.

48 Jbid, 8.

49 Fatih Bayram, “Sultan I. Ahmed Tarafindan Sadrazam Malkogoglu Ali Pasa’ya
Tevcih Edilen Engiiriis Seferi Serdarligi Berat1” Divdn 33/44 (2018), 94.

50 Mesut Ugurlu, “Kosova Efsanesi” Hacettepe Universitesi Tiirkiyat Arastirmalar
(HUTAD) 14, (2011): 241.

51 In his historical work, Oru¢ Bey presents the intimate relationship that Aydinid
Mehmed Bey had formed with other western Anatolian principalities. According to him,
when Siileyman Paga attempted to cross to Anatolia, leaving his possessions behind in Thra-
ce, Mehmed Bey prevented this saying to him that “you are not allowed to move to Anatolia”.
“0 vakit el beglerinden Aydin Beg’in oglunun oglu Gazi Umur Beg deniz yiiziinde gemilerle
gazilerle gaza ederdi. Evliyaligi zahir olmus er idi. Silleyman Paga, Bolayir’1 aldikta Gazi
Umur Beg beraberdi. Siileyman Pasa’ya: «Paga Sultan! Simdiden sonra artik Anadolu’ya
gegmeye sana izin yoktur.» dedi. Siileyman Paga, Umur Beg’in s6ziinii dikkate aldi. Takdirde
olsa gerekti.” Orug¢ Bey, U¢ Osmanli Tarihi- Oru¢ Bey Tarihi, ed. Nihal Atsiz, (Istanbul:
Otiiken, 2011), 35.

52 Georges Pachyméres, Relations Historiques 10, ed. Albert Failler, (Paris, 1984—
2000), 365.
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by the Karasid military units.53 Aside from Umur Bey’s traversing the Karasid
realm to reach the Hellespont, Karasid commanders were also active in Thrace
concurrently; thus, they must have had personal bonds with the raider units
who were operating under other Turcoman lords.54 Therefore, the increasing
crusader threat towards the western Anatolian principalities in the 1330s and
1340s and occasional military defeats in the Aegean as well as Thrace, made it
unfruitful for at least some of the Aydinid lords to stay in a defensive position.55
Besides this, the death of Pranko Lazarat in the Balkans during these military
operations, might have personally urged Evrenos Gazi to look for other political
opportunities in the adjacent territories. Therefore, in my opinion, he threw in
his lots with the Karasids, deeming this move as the best option for his future
political career in the region.

In essence, reinforced by the Serbian provincial cavalry forces, the
Byzantines initially managed to eliminate the Turkish raiders in Thrace in 1312
and then, launch a counterattack against the Aegean Turcoman principalities in
the following year. A local lord in the region by the name of Sasa Bey who was
put in a difficult political situation by Aydinid Mehmed Bey, welcomed the ag-
gressors with open arms, rushing to make an alliance with them. Subsequently,
the allies could not fulfil their political objectives in the area, having been de-
feated by Aydinid forces which led to the imprisonment of several Serbian lords
by the Aydinids. Pranko Lazarat was probably one of the Serbian captives who
later converted to Islam and initiated a new political career for himself as a
Muslim raider commander this time. After the death of this figure during the
Aydinid military operations in Macedonia in 1330s and 40s, his son, Evrenos,
seems to have participated in the Karasid military structure, looking for a better
political career himself in this frontier principality. This later paved the way for
Evrenos to pursue new political opportunities and establish his own political
enterprise in Thrace in the subsequent period following the Ottomans annexa-
tion of the Karasid realm in the 1340s.

53 Enveri says that Sarukhanid Siileyman Bey had lost his life due to an ilness during
the campaigns in Thrace: “Saruhan oglu Siileyman beg ki var, haste old1 yolda qildilar qa-
rar.” Le Destan D’Umur Pacha. ed. Irene Melikoftf-Sayar, (Presses Universitaires de France:
Paris, 1954), 125.

54 Feridun Emecen, [Tk Osmanlilar ve Bati Anadolu Beylikler Diinyas:, (Istanbul:
Timas Yayinlari, 2016), 247.

55 “Bildi pasa kim geliir coqluq firenk, igleri kin tolu tislaridi cenk/ gériniir bu s6z-
deken nagah gemi, toldurup avaz-i yavya alemi/ gemileriin kimisidi Rodosun kimi Babosun
kimi Eyribosun.” Le Destan D Umur Pacha. ed. Irene Melikoft-Sayar, (Presses Universita-
ires de France: Paris, 1954), 111.
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Xycamemun Cumuiup
(noxropany Yuusepsutera Hotp Ham, CA)
CPBI Y MAJIOJ ABUJU: 1313. KAO ITOYETAK AMHACTUJE EBPEHOC?

ITurame eTHOreHese U pesurno3HocTd 'asu EBpeHoca oaBHO je 1e0 aKaeMCKHX
IMcKycuja. HayyHunm M3 pasnMuuTHX AMCLMIUIMHA MOKYILIABAJIM Cy Ja o0jacHe IOPEKIo
EBpenoc nuHactHje, anmu Wmak HUCY ycmenu npoHahu onrosapajyhe ymopuiiTe 3a CBoje
MPeTHOoCTaBKe. Y jeqHOj HeaBHO 00jaBibeHOj cTynuju o OTomMaHckoM Baky(dy y CeBepHO]j
I'pukoj Ajseryn [erepau HaBena je moryhe cprcke Bese EBpenoca oma Hca Ilpanruja
KOjU ce ToMHume Kao ,[Ipanko Jlazapar®. Kacuuje je cimuHy uaejy momenuo u XHT
Jlopu xoju Ilpanko mpenosHaje kao bpankoBuhi. Y oBoM pamy ce TOBOpH O TONUTHIKHM
oKoJHOCTHMa y Maioj A3uju 1 Ha GalnKaHy KpajeM TPUHAECTOT U MOYETKOM YEeTPHAECTOT
croneha. [loceOHa maxkma je ykaszana KaramaHnmuma, ka0 M YMICHUIM Ja CE CPIICKO-
TypcKa capajima HUje OKOHYala enMMUHandjoM Typaka. Ociamajyhm ce Ha OTOMaHCKe
U3BOpE, y pajly c€ TOBOPH O CPICKUM BOjHMM BEJMKAIIMMA KOjU CY BPJIO BEPOBATHO MaJH
y pyke AjAMHHIA, TaKO Ja Cy MOCTENEHO MOYeNN CIY)KUTH HBUXOBUM jenuHuIama. [Ipanko
Jlazapar je MOXXIa jemaH O TaKBUX IOjeuHAIa Oynyhu 1a je meroB May3oiiej MOAUTHYT
y KuueBy, nanac y Peny6muim CeBepHoj Makenonuju. OH je 1Mo CBUM HpHIMKama
n3ry0Ho JKMBOT Ha CTPaHU ajAMHMICKHX BOJHHX jeAnHHMIA y mepuoxy ox 1330. mo 1340.
IberoB cunr EBpenoc ['a3u je mocTao MCTakHYT BeJNMKaml Ha Typckoj crpanu (Kapacman),
any je cacBuM Moryhe NpeTrnocTaBUTH M PEKOHCTPYHCATH HErOBY HPOLUIOCT M KOPEHE.



