VYBakeHM TpaJlOHauYelIHu4e, T.
Bynarosuhy, Barie mpeocBeITEHCTBO,
TOCIIOOMHE ApCEHHje, IOUITOBAHH
TOCTH W JIpard noMahWHH, Iame |
TOCIION0, 33/I0BOJCTBO MU j€ J1a Bac
MO3J[paBUM y WME YHHBEp3UTETa Y
Hunry, u Hamer pekropa, mpod. mIp
Hparana Antuha, 1 1a BaM MOXKEITUM
JOIII jefaH ycIelaH CKyI y IHUKIyCy
Humr u Buzanrnja.

Cana hy npehm Ha eHmiecku
je3uK 300T y4eCHUKa KOjU Cy JOILIN
y Hum w3z Mabapcke, Illnanuje,

I'puke, Ayctpuje, bpuranuje,
Makenonuje, byrapcke, Typcke,
[Isencke, Pymynuje, Aycrpaimje,

Pycuje, Cnosenuje, Urammje, CA/l-a
1, HapaBHO, U3 PA3JIMINTUX T'pa/IoBa Yy
CpOuju, kako OW yueCcTBOBAIN Y HAIIIEM
CHUMIO3UjyMy. YYyIIC, U3BHHH, MPBU
nancyc. Beh 18 ronuna Mehynaponxu
CHMIIO3UjyM BH3aHTOJIOTa peaiu3syje
CC Y BEIMKOj calil YHUBEP3UTETa Y
Huiiry e ¢y y4ecHHI UMAIH [PBY
NpUIKKY 1 Buje Hacnehe Busantuje
y HallleM Tpajy: Iu3ajH Oere orpaje
OalkoHa y OONHKY KpcTa KOju je
Buneo Ilap Koucrantun y Hohu
npecyaHoj 3a mpencrojehy OWTKy u
3a xpumthanctBo. Takohe, y xoiy
YHUBEp3UTETA MODIM CYy Ja BHJE
HU3 MaluX Mo3auka Koju moxacehajy
MOCEeTHOIIe J]a ce Hajlase y Tpajay ca
BEJIMKUM BU3aHTH]CKAM HaclieheM.
Ia, T0 je OHO IITO OUCTE BUACITH
Jla Cy BpeMeHa HOpMaiHa. AJM, OBO

VYBaXeHU TpaZoHAYEIHUYE, T.
bynarosuhy, Bamre [IpeocBecTeHcTBO
Tocniogae  ApceHuje, TOMITOBaHH
TOCTH W JAparu noMahwHHU, Jame H
rOCII0/10, 33/I0BOJBCTBO MU je Jia Bac
[O3IpaBUM y HMM€ YHUBEp3UTETa Y
Humy u nHamer pekropa mpod. map
Jparana AnTtuha u 1a BaM moxenum
JOII jeAaH yclelaH CKyN y LUKIyCy
Humi v BusanTuja.

I will switch to English now
for the sake of the participants who
have come from Hungary, Spain,
Greece, Austria, Britain, Macedonia,
Bulgaria, Turkey, Sweden, Romania,
Australia, Russia, Slovenia, Italy, the
USA, and naturally from different
towns in Serbia, to Nis in order to par-
ticipate in our symposium. Oooops,
sorry, the first slip of the tongue. For
18 years the International Symposium
of Byzantologists has been realised in
the big hall of the University of Ni§
where the participants had the first
chance to see the legacy of Byzantium
in our city: the white balcony railing
design in the shape of the cross seen
by Emperor Constantine on the eve
crucial for the forthcoming battle and
for Christianity. Also, in the hall of
the university they could see a num-
ber of small mosaics, reminding visi-
tors that they are in the city with great
Byzantine heritage.

Yes, this is what you would
have seen had the times been normal.
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Cy YyOHa BpEMEHa TaKo Ia MOXETE
BUAETH CaMO BHUPTYCIHH OOMIa3aK
HaIler Tpaja W FETOBHUX Ba)KHHUX
ucropujckux wmecra. CBe 10K ce
BpEMEHa HE HOpMaIIu3yjy U Jto0ujere
NpUWIKKY aa v Gu3udKy BuanTe Hurr,

Crnenehe romune, ako cBe Oyne
y peny, opranuzatopu MelyyHapoaHor
CHUMIIO3MjyMa  BHU3aHTONOra,  TIpe
cera np Muma Paxouuja, umahe
TEXKaK 33/IaTak Ja obenexe 3Ha4dajaH
naryMm: 20 roguna cumnosujyma. OBo
je TIpUJIMKA 3a CJIaBJbe jep HHUje JIaKo
OIPIKaTH KOHTHHYHTET TOIUKO IYTO Y
CPIICKMM aKaJeMCKUM KPYTOBHMa TTIe
Cy mperpeke OpojHHje O pelicHa.
Caja cxBaTamo Jia 1ocToje mpooineMu
YaKk M BehW O CBUX OHUX Ha Koje
CMO HaBUKJIA y HAIlleM aKaJeMCKOM
OKpYyXelmy. Manu BHpyC, ako je
yorire Ouo BUPYC, JTOBOJHHO je MohaH
Jla IPOMEHH PYTUHY ¥ TPAIULIU]Y KOjy
OpraHM3aTOPH MOKYIIIABAjy 1a U3rpaje
u pa3eujy. OBe TOJIMHE CHUMIIO3UjyM
j€ TpoIIao BHPTYEIHO, IITO Ce YHHHU
BEOMa MOJCPHUM ald HaXaJOCT MU
cMO TmocBeheHH TpaAnuIHOHATHAM
HAYMHUMA, TIOMYT JIMYHHX CYCpETa,
UHTCpaKIMje, KOMyHUKaNuje M, IITO
je HajooJbe Of cBera, 3ajeJHHYKUX
oJlJla3aKa Ha Be4epy, y J0OpOM Iyxy
CpICKOI TocTompuMcTBa. Hummr je
MO3HAT N0 J00pOj XpaHW M HAIIU
ydecHUIH ce yBeK cehajy yKycHHX
heBanunha W COYHUX IJbECKABHIIA,
YaKk W aKo 3a0opaBe Tpe3CHTAIH]je
koje cy 3a mnamheme. OBe TOIMHE
camo here 3amMucinTH Kakas je ocehaj
otuhu y HajOOJBHM PECTOpaH y rpaay
HAKOH JIyror KOH(EPEeHIIHjCKOT TaHa
U yXHUBaTU y A00pOj IMIanu, CMeXy U

MIPUjaTeIbCTBY.
Tema OBOTO/IUIIHET
CHMIIO3WjyMa je Beoma J00po

omabpana: ,,[loxeana ucmunu uu
Backpc Buzanmuje”. He mory na ce
0CII000AMM acOITHjalija Ha TTaHIEMH] Y

But these are strange times and you
can only see the virtual tour of our
city and its great historic sites. Until
the times get normal and you get an
opportunity to see Nis in your physi-
cal body.

Next year, all being well,
the organizers of the International
Symposium of Byzantologists, dr
Misa Rakocija foremost of all, will
have a difficult task to mark a sig-
nificant date: 20 years of the sympo-
sium. This is an occasion for celebra-
tion because it is not easy to maintain
the continuity for so long in Serbian
academia where obstacles are more
numerous than solutions. Now we
realize that there are problems even
larger than all those we are used to in
our academic environment. A small
virus, if it was a virus at all, is power-
ful enough to change the routine and
tradition which the organisers have
been trying to build and develop. This
year the symposium went virtual,
which seems to be very trendy, but
unfortunately we are devoted to tra-
ditional ways, like meeting in person,
interacting, communicating, and best
of all, going to dinner together, in a
good spirit of Serbian hospitality. Nis
is noted for its good food and our par-
ticipants always remember delicious
¢evapcic¢i and juicy pljeskavice, even
if they forget memorable presenta-
tions. This year, you will only imag-
ine what it feels like to go to the best
restaurant in town after a long con-
ference day and enjoy a good joke,
laughter, and friendship.

The theme for this year’s sym-
posium is very well chosen: , In
Praise of Truth or the Resurrection
of Byzantium.* 1 cannot get rid of
associations to the Covid-19 pan-
demic since now the buzzword is
truth. What is the truth and what are
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KoBupa-19, jep je cama ped o kojoj ce
mrymkano ucrtuHa. lllra je mctuHa
a mTa Cy JaXH IOBE3aHe Ca OBHUM
mio6amHuM  jtorahajem.  OuunienHo
je na cy (heHOMEH UCTHHE W HheroBa
CYIPOTHOCT YBEK OWJIHM 3Ha4ajaHH, a
CBaKa Hay4YHa 00JAacT HyAW JOBOJEHO
MarepHjaja 3a UCTPaKUBAEC UCTHHE
y Toj oxmpehenoj obmactu. Uunu ce
Jla ce Hallla [IMBUIIK3allFja TPEHYTHO
HaJla3u Ha packpuuhy, jep ce UCTUHE
KOje IMOApKaBajy MHOTE HayKe caja
MPEUCITUTY]Y.

Hpyru neo teme OBOTOIUIIEE
koH(bepeHuje ,,Backpc Buzanmuje,
MoJIjeTHaKO je 3HauajaH. ATMocdepa
OIILTEr Maja MOPAIHHUX BPEIHOCTH
y Hallle BpeMEe 3axXTeBa BACKPCCH:E
WU3BOPHUX BpegHOCTH. ,lleHTpanna
KapaKTepHCTHKa BU3aHTH]CKe KYITYpe
OuJI0 je mpaBOCIAaBHO XpHUIThaHCTBO.
BuzanTtujcko ApymTBo je Ouino Beoma
PEIUTHO3HO W BHCOKO j€ IMOIITOBAJIO
oipeheHe BpemHOCTH, YKIBYUyjyhH
MIOIITOBAKhE pela W TPaJuIHOHAIHE
xujepapxuje. Ilopomuma je Owia
y CpemMIITy JApyIiTBa, a Opak,
YEHOCT U LENn0ar Cy ce CIaBWIN U
nomroBanu. Kao Bu3zaHTOI03MMA,
OBE BPEAHOCTH Cy BaM J0OPO MO3HATE,
MaJa LMPOKY jaBHOCT 4YECTO Tpeda
nozacehatn Ha OCHOBHE XpuIINaHCKe
BPEIHOCTU: MIJIOCT, Hady, Bepy,
MIPaBIy, PaJOCT, CIYXKEEhe, MHP, a Ipe
cBera Jpy0aB.

Jaxie, yak u (OKyc Ha KOjH
he ce Bamm pagoBH yCMEPUTH
MoKazyje 3Ha4a] CUMITO3UjyMa
Hum un Buszanrtwja. Ilpuxyrmbajyhn
MIO3UTHBHY EHEPTHjy MPOUCTEKITy U3
nojpuike YHusep3urera, llpkse u
rpana, oBaj gorahaj HayuHO UCTpaxyje
pa3NUuUTe AaCHeKTe BU3AHTHjCKHX
BPEIHOCTH M TPaIMIHje. 3a Bac KOjH
yUYeCTByjeTe TPBU IyT, YKparko hy
BaM TIPEICTAaBUTH YHUBEP3UTET Y
Humry. Ham je jemuHm npskaBHH

the falsehoods related to this global
event. Evidently, the phenomenon of
truth and its opposite has always been
significant, and every scientific field
offers ample material for the explo-
ration of truth in that particular area.
It seems that our civilization is at the
crossroads at the moment, since the
truths many sciences uphold are being
questioned now.

The second part of your top-
ic for this year’s conference the
Resurrection of Byzantium is equally
important. The atmosphere of the
general decline of moral values in
our times calls for the resurrection
of original values. “A central feature
of Byzantine culture was Orthodox
Christianity. Byzantine society was
very religious, and it held certain val-
ues in high esteem, including a respect
for order and traditional hierarchies.
Family was at the center of society,
and marriage, chastity, and celibacy
were celebrated and respected”. As
Byzantologists, you are well aware
of these values, though the general
public should be often reminded of
the core Christian values: grace, hope,
faith, justice, joy, service, peace, and
foremost of all, love.

So, even the focus your papers
will aim at shows the significance of
the symposium Ni§ and Byzantium.
Gathering positive energy from the
support of the University, the Church
and City, this event scientifically ex-
plores diverse aspects of Byzantine
values and traditions. For those of you
who participate for the first time, I
will just briefly present the University
of Nis. Ours is the only state univer-
sity in the south-east of Serbia with
the population of about two million
people. The University of Ni§ has
over 24.000 students at all levels of
study, and it comprises 14 faculties
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YHUBEpP3UTET Ha jyrouctoky CpOuje
KOjU TIOKpWBAa TIOMYJAIK]y O OKO
IIBa MIUTHOHA JbYOH. YHUBEP3UTET Y
Humy nva mpexo 24.000 crymenara
Ha CBMM HHMBOHMMA CTY/H]ja, & CACTOjJH
ce o 14 akynTera y CBUM HayIHUM
obnactuma. HacrtaBy wu3Bogm 1700
npodecopa U HUXOBUX ACHCTCHATA.
W, oBe romuHe, Haml YHUBEP3UTET
je Tpebamo 1a MpOCiaBH 3HAYAjHY
TOJMIIBUIYY - 55 TomuMHA pasBoja.
Oner ce Bpahamo Ha Kosua-19.
[IpocnaBa Mmopa OUTH ITPaBU HUIUUKH
norahaj a oummienHo ce TO Hehe
JOTOANTH.

Wnak, norahaju momyT oOBOT
19.  wmelhynapomHor  CcHMMO3Hjyma
BU3AHTONOTA JOMPUHOCE YyIIeAy |
BUJUBMBOCTH HAIlET YHUBEP3UTETA.
Hp Muma Pakonuja U HEroB
noceeheHn TUM ycmenw cy Ja Hac
OKyIle, BHPTYCIHO, Ha JIUCTH, Ja
pasroBapaMoO U XBaJIUMO HCTUHY
y Hamu nOa he TpamMIpioHaNHE
BpPEOHOCTH  Bu3aHTHje  OXUBETH
y Hamie Bpeme. YHuBep3uTeT he
MIOAP’KaTH Ballle HANOPE M IIPYXHUTH
momMoh U y TorHaMa Koje Jojase.

Y oBOM AyXy onTUMH3Ma U
Bepe, JKEeJIMM BaM yrojaH OOpaBax ...
yyImc, joul jenaH Jyamncyc ... JKemum
BaM YycHemHo yuemhe Ha Hamloj
koH(pepeHuju, Y Haau na hemo ce
cnenehe romuHe (QU3MYKK yHO3HATH
U YXKUBaTH y CBUM OlarogaTmMa
(U3IYKOT KOHTaKTa. XBasa Bam!

IIpogh. op Becna Jlonuuuh
Peoosru npoghecop
ananoamepuyke KrudceGHOCHuU U
Kynmype

Yuusepzumem y Huwy,
Qunosogcku axynmem,
Lenapmman 3a enenecku jezux
(Tlo30pasna peu ucnped
Yuueepsumema y Huwiy)

in all fields of science. The teaching
is carried out by 1700 professors and
their assistants. And, this years, our
University was supposed to celebrate
a significant anniversary — 55 years of
development. Again, we go back to
Covid-19. The celebration has to be a
real physical event and evidently this
will not happen.

Nevertheless, the events like
this 19th International Symposium of
Byzantologists contribute to the repu-
tation and visibility of our University.
Dr Misa Rakocija and his dedicated
team managed to get us all together,
at list virtually, to discuss and praise
the truth in the hope that the tradition-
al values of Byzantium will be resur-
rected in our times. The University
will be supporting your endeavours
and provide help in the years to come
as well.

In this spirit of optimism and
faith, 1 wish you a pleasant stay...
ooops, another slip of the tongue,....
I wish you successful participation in
our conference, in the hope that next
year we will meet physically and en-
joy all the benefits of physical contact.
Thank you!

Dr. Vesna Lopicié, full profes-

sor Anglo-American Literature and
Culture

University of Nis, Faculty of
Philosophy, English Department
(Welcome speech on behalf of

the University of Nis)



