800 zo0una aymoxeganrrnocmu
Cpncke ypkse (1219-2019):

YpKEd, NONUmuKd u yMemuocm

y Buszanmuju u cyceonum semmama

[loBepeHa wMum je  BelWKa
9acT Ja OTBOPUM HAyYHH CKYII
»Hum u Buzantuja“, koju eBo Beh
0CaMHAECTH MyT OKYIJba MOCICHHUKE
HayKe ¥ KyJITYpe OKO BU3AHTOJIOIIKUX
Tema. JIBe TomMHE HAKOH IITO je
o0eNeKeHa 0CaMCTOTa TOMUIIELHIA
YCTaHOBJBCHA CPIICKOT KpPaJbeBCTBA,
OBOTOIUINLU CKyn mocBehyjemo jor
JEIHOM  HENpOIICEHHBO  3HAYajHOM
jyomiejy — 0camMCTOTO] TOTUIIEHITH
ayTokedanmnoctn  Cpricke  IpKBe.
CrunameM camocrtanHocTa Cpricke
apXMENHCKOIMje MPAaKTUYHO je OHO
320KPYXEH MpOIeC AP>KaBOTBOPHO-
CTH, a cpeamoBekoBHa CpOuja
je morBphena kao paBHOIpaBHA
€BpOIICKA JpXKaBa Ca CBUM CBOJUM
MOJUTUYKAM U CHUMOOIHYIKHM
ocobeHoctmMa.  Hemyro — motowm,
3aBpIIICH j€ U IPBH 300pHUK IPKBEHOT
n rtpabhanckor mpaBa, Kpmumja —
Homoxanon ceetor Case, Te Cpbuja
MOCTaje ¥ 3BAaHUYHO NpaBHA Jp)KaBa.
CaBun ,UuH OOHOBJBCHA CBETE
HWCTUHUTE BEpe IpaBOCIaBHE" 'y
cemuiuTy  apxuenuckonuje JKuum
1221. roguHe Y4YBPCTHO j€ CPIICKO]
UPKBH  TIPABOBEpje,  YTBPAMBIIH
OTpajy Ol jepeTUYKHX YUCHa.

800 years since the

Autocephaly of the Serbian Church
(1219-2019):

Church, Politics and Art in
Byzantium and neighboring countries

I have been entrusted with the
great honour in opening the scientific
symposium “Ni§ and Byzantium”,
which gathers, for the eighteenth
time, scientific and cultural work-
ers to discuss Byzantine topics. Two
years after the celebration of eight
hundred years since the founding
of the Serbian Kingdom, this year’s
symposium is dedicated to another
immensely important jubilee — eight
hundred years of the autocephaly of
the Serbian Church. Once the Serbian
Archbishopric gained independence,
the process of state-making was
practically finished, and medieval
Serbia confirmed as an equal among
European countries, with all its po-
litical and symbolic traits. Not long
after that, the first collection of eccle-
siastical laws and a civil rights code
Krmcija — the Nomocanon of Saint
Sava had been completed, with Serbia
thus officially becoming a state of law
as well. Sava’s “act of restoring the
holy true orthodox faith” at the seat
of the Archbishopric in Zi¢a in 1221
established the true religion of the
Serbian church, thus forming a pro-
tective wall against heretic teachings.
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Y HOBOYCTaHOBJbEHO] IIPKBEHO]
OpTaHM3allfji HApOUNTA MaKiba Omia
je moceeheHa pa3Bojy MOHAIITBA
CBETOTOPCKOT' THIIA, KOje j& TOBE3H-

BAJI0O MYCTHHAYKE — aHAXOPETCKe
W 3ajefHHYKE —  KHHOBH]jCKE
MOABUIC Yy CKJIAJHO CaIejCTBO.

VY3 ymory AyXOBHHX 3ajeflHHLIA H
MPUBPEJHUX YECTUIA, MaHACTUPHU
MOCTajy  CpeluIiTa KyaType |
oOpazoBakka y  CPEAEOBEKOBHO]
CpOuju. M3mazak Ha E€BPOICKY
CIEHy Y CIIOXCHOM MOJIHTHIKOM
TPEHYTKY 3a CBE TaJallllbe aKTepe
Ha IupeM OalKaHCKOM IpOCTOpPY
y Meautepany — Hukejcko mapcTBo,
Enupcky necnoroBuny, JlatuHcko
LApCTBO,  YrapcKy  KpaJbeBUHY,
Byrapcky  npxaBy,  ykibydyjyhu
u  OXpUACKY apXHUEHMUCKONUjy —
noueno je CpOuju, mopen csera
JIPYTOT, KOCMOIIOJHMTCKY KYITYpy H
YMETHOCT KOja y30pe U HHCITUPAIH]y
W3 HEKONHKO W3BOpa Ipriarohasa
COTICTBEHOM 3Hauewy U ecteTui. O
TOME PEYUTO CBEIOUYE apXHUTEKTypa
W YMETHOCT CEOMINTAa CPICKHUX
CTIMCKOMM]ja TIO] MAjKOM CEUX YPKABA
— XKuuom.

ObGenexaBame jyOuieja mpe-
JCTaBjba BaXkaH aCHEKT CBAKOT
ckyna ,,Humr u Buzantuja“. Anu He
u jenuau. CycpeT HaydHHKa KOjU
Ce CBaKe TOIUHE OKYIJbajy na Ou
PasMOTPIIIN pa3IH4WTa MUTaka U3
nponutoctd BuzanTtuje u Cpouje nma
HapOYHTO 3HAYEH:-E YIIPaBO 300T MecTa
Ha KOjeM ce oiurpasa — rpaga Humma,
CJIaBHOT OAaIITHHHWKA T€ TUHAMHUYHE
mpouutoctd.  [logcehama  paawm,
npeteya caBpeMeHor Huia — puMcku
Hauc 3acHoBaH je y I Bexy Haite epe.
MebhyTuM, mBeroBa cllaBHa aHTHYKA
mponwiocT HajBehuM memom Besyje ce
3a pa3nobibe TETpapXuje W CHAKHY
mmgHoct  KoncrantmHa — Benmkor,
jemHor o 4eTupH Biajgapa Pumckor

In this newly established church
organization, special attention was
dedicated to the development of mo-
nastic orders in a system characteris-
tic of Mount Athos, which brought the
desert — anachoretic and communal —
cenobitic asceticism into a harmoni-
ous coexistence. Along with their role
of spiritual communities and econom-
ic units, monasteries became cultural
and educational centres of medieval
Serbia. Joining the European scene
at a complex political moment for all
the participants of the wider area of
the Balkans and the Mediterranean
of the time — Empire of Nicaea,
Despotate of Epirus, Latin Empire,
Hungarian Kingdom, Bulgarian state,
the Episcopacy of Ohrid included —
brought, among other things, a cos-
mopolitan culture and art to Serbia
which adapted the models and inspira-
tions coming from several sources to
its own meaning and aesthetics. This
is abundantly evident from the archi-
tecture and art of the centre of Serbian
episcopacies under the mother of all
churches — Zi¢a.

The celebration of jubilees rep-
resents an important aspect of every
“Ni§ and Byzantium” symposium.
But not the only one. These meetings
of scientists, who gather every year
to discuss different topics from the
Byzantine and Serbian past, have a
special importance precisely because
of the place where they unfold — the
city of Nis, the famous heir of that
dynamic past. Let us remember, the
precursor of modern Ni§ — Roman
Naissus was founded in the Ist cen-
tury AD. Its glorious Antique past,
however, is mostly linked to the pe-
riod of Tetrarchy and the powerful
personality of Constantine the Great,
one of the four rulers of the Roman
Empire at the time, who was born in
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mapcTBa, poheHOr y TOM Tpany.
3a Busantujy je Humr 6uo Beoma
Ba)XKHO BOJHO YIIOPHUINTE, TPrOBAYKO
U IPKBEHO CPEOUINTE Ha IyTy KPO3
MopaBcKo—BapAapcKy AOIHHY, Kaa
BenukH kynaH Credan Hemama ,,...
NPUNOICU 3eMBU OMAACmea ceojeca
obnacm HUWESCKY... U ceemoad U ee-
aukoz Mmyuenuxa Ilawmenejmona y
epady Huwy, u xojemy u xpam caszu-
oa my...“. Ty ce Hemama cacrao ca
napesuma Manojiom KomHHHOM H
Opuapuxom bapbapocom xopucrehn
MTOBOJbHE TIPHITHKE 32 0CAMOCTAJBCHHE
OJ1 BU3AHTH]CKE BIIACTH.

Pesynratn pocamammux apxe-
OJIONIKUX MCTPAKUBAkha Ha TOAPYYjY
Humra Tex menmMu4HO oOapakaBajy
3Ha4aj Herose mnpouutoctu. Ocramu
AHTHYKOT Tpajia ¥ HaceJba U3 PAaHOBU-
3aHTHjCKOT Pa3a00Jba U CPelHET BeKa
Ha npoctopy Humike TBphase, 6azu-
JMUKa ca KPHUITOM y JaromgmH Mmanw,
rpaheBuHa ca okToroHOM y I'pamckom
MoJby, KAaCHOAHTHYKH aIMHHHUCTpa-
THUBHO—PE3HUICHIINjATHI KOMILIEKC Ha
Menujanu, Hekporone Ha [macuju u
oxo llpkee Cgreror IlanTenejmona —
caMo cy Heka Off TIO3HaTHjHX apXeo-
JIOIIKKX HaJa3WIlITa y apeaiy rpaja.
Ca moHOCOM U 33/I0BOJbCTBOM KOH-
ctaryjeM aa kyha u3 koje gomasum
— ApXCOJIONIKA UHCTHTYT — AKTHBHO
YUECTBYyje y UCTpaKuBamuMa Hwumna
Beh myHHX 65 roxuHa, y capaimu ca
TPaJICKUM HHCTHUTYIHjaMa KYIAType H
TPaJICKOM aIMHUHHICTPAIIH]OM.

3ajeTHIYKAM HalopuMa Hc-
TPajHO OTKPUBAMO CJIOjE€BUTY IIPO-
nutocT Huia, Taj HeucupaH U3BOP
cazHama O IojaBamMa Kkoje cy oOe-
JNEKUIIE Tpajabe Tpaja y MEpUOAY
IOyroM BHIIE ON [Ba MHJICHUjyMA.
MehytumMm, Tek HaM MpeacToju nedu-
HUCame PUMCKOT YTBphema, Cpemambo-
BEKOBHE W TypCcKe TBphaBe, kKao H
BUXOBUX YHYTPANIBUX CTPYKTypa.

this city. Ni§ was a very important
military stronghold for Byzantium, a
commercial and ecclesiastical centre
on the road passing through the valley
of the Morava and the Vardar, when
the Grand Zupan Stefan Nemanja /...]
added to the lands of his fathers the
area of Nis [...] and the Saint and
Grand martyr Pantaleon in the city
of Nis, in which he built him a temple
[...] This was where Nemanja met
with Emperors Manuel Komnenos
and Friedrich Barbarossa, using the
opportune circumstances to gain in-
dependence from the Byzantine rule.

The results of archaeologi-
cal researches performed in the area
of Ni§ so far reflect the importance
of its past only partially. Remains
of the Antique city and settlements
from the Early Byzantine period and
the Middle Ages in the area of the
fortress of Ni§, the basilica with a
crypt in Jagodin Mala, the octagonal
building from Gradsko Polje, the Late
Antiquity administrative-residential
complex in Mediana, the necropoles
in Glasija and around the Church of
Saint Pantaleon — represent merely
some of the more famous archaeo-
logical sites from the areal of the city.
I can say, with pride and pleasure, that
the institution that I come from — the
Institute of Archaeology — has been
actively participating in researches of
Nis for a period of full 65 years al-
ready, in collaboration with cultural
institutions of the city and city admin-
istration.

Through joint efforts, we per-
sistently keep uncovering the multi-
layered past of Nis, that inexhaustible
source of information on occurrences
which marked the duration of the city
in a period which is over two millen-
nia long. We have yet, however, to
define the Roman fortification, medi-
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Hapounto cy 3HadajHa mHTama y
BE3W Ca W3MICAOM rpaga TOKOM pa-
HOT CpeIIber BeKa U KacHHje, Y BpeMe
BH3aHTH]CKO-CPIICKAX  TPOKUMAamba.
Cynehn npema 10 caia IpUKYIBEHUM
nojganuMa, Humn npezacraBiba jeqHO
O]l PEeTKHX ypOaHuUX cpenuiiTa Ha
BHU3aHTHJCKOM IIeHTpasHOM bankany
tokoM XI—XII Beka, mTo My aaje uz-
y3eTaH HUCTPAXUBAUKHU IMOTEHLHjal.
Yenex nocamammux cKymnosa ,,Hurm
v Buzantuja® ynuea Haly y CTBapame
MMO3UTUBHE aTMOC(epe OKO UCTPAKH-
Bama (HE camo) BH3aHTHjcKor Humra.
Uctpajnomihy,  HEHCIPITHOM
CHEPryjoM W IpelaHuM PajoM Opra-
HHU3aropa, ckyn ,,Hum u Buzantmja“
ce W3 TrofivHe y TOAMHY pa3BHja, IO-
CTaje TEeMAaTCKH pAa3HOBPCHUjH, aJH
U Jajbe Mpeno3HaTbuB. Tome cBaka-
KO JONPUHOCH U PEIOBHO U3IAKCHE
ncronMeHor 30opHuKa. Bepyjem na he
U CKYTI KOJH YIIPaBO MMOYHELE, OCaMHa-
€CTH TI0 peLy, CICIUTH UIC]y BOOIIBY
BETOBUX OCHUBAYA M OpPTaHH3aTopa,
Ila pacBeTJbaBambe BU3AHTH]CKE IPO-
nutocth Humra Ha cBojeBpcTaH Ha-
YUH JIOIPUHOCH 00JbEM pa3yMeBamby
BU3AHTUjCKOT YTHIaja Ha >KUBOT Yy
cpenmosekoBHOj CpOuju u EBponu.

op Becna buxuh,

HAYYHU cagemHuK Apxeunoukos
uncmumyma beoepao,

(I'osop ca ceeuanoz omsapara

cumnosujyma ,, Huw u Buzanmuja
XVIiI®)

eval and Turkish fort, as well as their
interior structures. Especially impor-
tant questions still remain regarding
the appearance of the city in the Early
Middle Ages and onwards, during the
time of Byzantine-Serbian intertwin-
ings. Judging by the information gath-
ered so far, Ni$ represented one of the
rare urban centres of the Byzantine
Central Balkans during the 11th-12th
century, which gives it an exception-
al research potential. The success of
“Ni§ and Byzantium” symposia held
so far gives us hope for the creation
of a positive atmosphere around the
researches of (but not limited to) the
Byzantine Nis.

Through the perseverance, lim-
itless energy and dedicated work of
the organizers, the symposium “Ni§
and Byzantium” continues to develop
year after year, becoming more di-
verse in topics it covers, but remain-
ing recognizable. This is certainly
supported by the regular publications
of collections of papers bearing the
same title. I believe that the confer-
ence which is about to begin, the
eighteenth one, will follow the guid-
ing principles of its founders and or-
ganizers — that shedding light on the
Byzantine past of Ni§ contributes in a
manner to a better comprehension of
the Byzantine influence on life in me-
dieval Serbia and Europe.

dr Vesna Biki¢, Principal
Research Fellow,

Institute of Archaeology,
Belgrade

(Speech from the opening cer-
emony symposium

,»Nis and Byzantium XIII*)



