Bawe npeoceewmencmeo,
HOWMOBAHYU 20CNOOUHE
2paodoHayentuie, NOWmosana
eocnolo npopexmope,
nowimosate oame u 20Cnooo,
dpace Kone2unuye u Koneze,

Bemuka mu je dWacT u 3aj0-
BOJBCTBO IIITO CaM 10OWO MPHITUKY Ja
YUYECTBYjeM y OTBapamy YETPHAECTOT
Hay4HOT ckymna ,,Hum u Buzanrtuja®.
Beh je mpommio TpuHaecT TroauHa
OTKaKo je Ha OBOM MECTy OIp»KaH
MIPBH HUIIKK CUMIO3WjyM. lonuHy 3a
TOIIMHOM TIOCTaje CBE HW3BECHUje JIa
Ce OCTBapyje OHO IITO Cy MOKPETadn
CKyla BU3WOHAPCKU MPEIBUICIH.
Humr je omabpao Haj0ObM HauWH
na moxcetd gomahy M HMHOCTpaHy
jaBHOCT — ¥ oH To ox 2002. ronuHe
PEIOBHO YMHH — Ha YHUELCHUILY 1A j& Y
BbeMy pol)eHa je/THa o1 Haj3HAYa HUjUX
JHYHOCTH CBETCKE HcTopuje. Hummk-
UM HayYHHM CKYIIOM UCTOBPEMEHO Ce
mokasyje na poauu rpajg Koncrantnaa
Bemmkor mocemyje u mpyre nmokase
0 CBOjOj ZIyrOj W CJIaBHO] WCTOPHjH.
TokoM MOPOTEKIUX TPUHASCT TOIM-
Ha TIPUJIO3U MHOTOOPOJHUX YUECHH-
Ka CHUMIIO3WjaMa 3HadajHO Cy pacBe-
TIIAJIK jOII YBEK HEMOBOJHHO TIO3HATY
MPOILIOCT Ipajia. MHoOra MuTama Jo-
Ouiacy oAroBope, aHeKacy MOKpeHyTa
U IeNUMHUYHO pereHa. CHMITO3HjyM

Your Excellency,

Respected Mr Mayor,

Respected Ms Vice-Rector,
Respected ladies and gentlemen,
Dear colleagues,

It is my great honour and ple-
asure to be given an opportunity
to take part in the inauguration of
the Fourteenth Symposium Nis and
Byzantium. Thirteen years have pas-
sed since the first symposium was
held at this place. Year after year, it
is becoming clear that the vision-
ary goal of the Symposium’s initia-
tors is coming true. The City of Ni§
has chosen the best way to remind
the national and international public
(which it has been regularly doing
since 2002) of the fact that one of the
most important figures in world his-
tory was born here. At the same time,
the Symposium seeks to demonstrate
that the hometown of Constantine the
Great has other pieces of evidence of
its long and illustrious history. Over
the past thirteen years, the contri-
butions of many participants of the
Symposium have significantly eluci-
dated the history of the city which still
remains insufficiently known. Many
questions were given answers, while
others were raised to remain only par-
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HHUje JoHeo Omaromar camo Humry.
Om je 3HawajaH 3a memy CpOujy u
CpIICKy Hayky. 3axBajbyjyhu memy,
MMaMO OYMIIIE/IaH IIPUMEp J1a IpaKca
CTBapama pPErHOHAIHUX HAYIHUX
cpenuiTa M JACUCHTpalu3aldja Ha-
yKe JIOHOCH BpEIHE IUIONOBE CBHMA,
W MarTvl{ U TOAPYYjUMa y HHEHO]
opbutu. PenoBHO onpkaBame CUM-
no3ujyma,,Hum u Buzanruja“ nosneno
je KOpUCTH M Ha mmpeM IutaHy. Tome
je TpecygHO IOIpUHENa Herona
MYJITHAACIHATUINHAPHOCT, KOjy YBEK
MpaTH Pa3sHOBPCHOCT M CIIOjEBUTOCT
obpahuBannx Tema. Ilpema cxpara-
By OpPraHH3aTopa, jeOHHO C TaKBHM
KapaKTepoM CHMIIO3HjyMa MOXe Ou-
TH cBeOoOyXBAaTHO MPOYYEHA CIIOXKE-
Ha uctopuja poxHor mecra Koncra-
HTMHa Benukor, kao u merosa cy-
JNOMHCKA TIOBE3aHOCT ca Pa3HHUM Ipa-
JOBMMa W Jp)KaBaMa Koje Cy er3u-
cTupane Ha bamkany um Memurepa-
HCKOM CBETY O aHTHYKUX BpeMeHa
0 Kpaja cpemmer Beka. Otyma je
Beh Imociie HEKONMKO NPBUX TORWHA
3Ha4aj cummnosujyma ,,Hum u Busa-
HTHja" JaJieKO MPEBA3HIIA0 JIOKATIHE
HHMIIKE, CPICKEe M OajlKaHCKe OKBH-
pe. llltaBuilie, KOHTUHYUTET Y OKYII-
Jbarby Hay4YHUKa PasiIMYUTHX TPOpH-
Ja U3 BENUKOr Opoja 3emuba, Bpe-
JHOCT MPOYMTAaHUX pedepara U pe-
JIOBHOCT y FHHXOBOM ITyOJIKOBAY
VUIMHIWIN Cy Haml CHMIIO3UjyM,
KaKo je TO y CJIWYHOj mpuiumu Beh
peUYeHO, Haj3HAYAJHHJUM TOIUIIEHUM
BU3QHTOJIOUIKAM OKYIJbaWkEeM OIILT-
er KapakTepa, a cCaBpeMeHa CpeCTBa
mobaHe KOMYHHUKaIldje CTBOpHIIA
cy MOryhHOCT J1a HeroBH pes3y/iTaru
Oyny onMax 1o o6jaB/bUBamy 300pHU-
Ka JIako JOCTYITHU Ha CBUM CTpaHama
CcBeTa.

[loceOHYy BpEmTHOCT CHUMITO3U-
JjyMy naje ¥ TO mTO cBaka ciencha
TOIMHA TOHOCH HEKy HOBY TEMY Koja

tially resolved. The Symposium has
been beneficial not only for the City
of Nis but also for the whole of Serbia
and Serbian science. Thanks to it, we
have a clear example that the practice
of creating regional scholarly centres
and decentralization of science yield
valuable fruit to all — both to the centre
and the surrounding areas. By follow-
ing a regular schedule the Symposium
Nis and Byzantium has provided ben-
efits to a wider community, primarily
due to its multidisciplinary character,
which is always accompanied by the
diversity and complexity of topics.
The organizers believe that only a
symposium of this character can en-
able to comprehensively study the
complex history of the city where
Constantine the Great was born, as
well as its fateful links with various
cities and states that existed in the
Balkans and the Mediterranean world
from ancient times to the late Middle
Ages. Therefore, it was already after
the first several years that the sig-
nificance of the Symposium Ni§ and
Byzantium far exceeded the local
framework of the City of Ni§, Serbia
and the Balkans. Moreover, the con-
tinuous efforts to bring together schol-
ars of different profiles from many
countries, the value of presented pa-
pers and the regularity in their publi-
cation have made the Symposium — as
it has already been said on a similar
occasion — the most important annual
general-type conference on Byzantine
studies, while modern means of global
communication have made its results
easily available all over the world im-
mediately upon the publication of the
symposium proceedings.

The special value of the
Symposium lies in the fact that every
edition places a new topic in the focus
of participants’ attention. This year,
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ce craBjba Y (OKYC HCTPAKUBAYKOT
pama ydecnnka. OBe rogmHe Ta Te-
Ma Bpio je mmpoka — [pamoBu u
rpahanu BHU3aHTHjCKOT cBera. JloOpo
je mo3HaTo Ja Cy TPaJoBH jOII Off
BpEMEHa OCHHUBamba CyMEpCKOr Ypy-
Ka, KOJH C€ CMarpa HajCTapHjoM
MO3HATOM TPaJICKOM HAceoOMHOM Y
UCTOpUjH — OWNIM KaMEH TeMesball
BehuHe npeBHUX UuBMWIK3andja. OHU
Cy OWIM UEHTPH Ip)KaBHE YIpaBe,
TPrOBUHE, 3aHATCKE MPOH3BOIILE,
YMETHHYKOT CTBapama, Kao U pa3Boja
KyaType y neiavnd. Tako je Ouiio u ca
HcTouHUM pEMCKHM [IaPCTBOM KOje je
JIOYEKaI0 Kpaj KaCHOAHTHUKE epe ca
BUILIE OfI IEBET CTOTMHA HACEJbEHUX
rpajgoBa. Mely mHUMa Ccy y CBakom
nomeny uctunanu Llapurpan, Aune-
KcaHapuja u AHTHOXMja. [lBa moO-
MEHyTa MErajomojiuca OCHOBaHA 3a-
CIIyroM BelMKOr AuiekcaHapa Ouia
cy, Mehytum, om mpBe NONOBHHE
VII Beka wusryospena 3a IlapcTo
Pomeja. BuzanTuja, kako MOMEHYTO
[IapCTBO JlaHAcC Hajuenihe Ha3uBamo,
ryou y wucroMm cronehy w MHore
opyre rpagoBe, a BehmHa OHHX
HITO Cy CE€ cadyBaJld JIOKUBENA je
TeMeJbaH Mpeodpaxkaj, HaKaIOCT
y HEraTHBHOM CMHCIY, Ca CTaJHOM
TCHJICHIIUjOM HA33/I0Bamba y MOy
Opoja CTaHOBHHUKA, yCJOBa >KUBOTA,
pa3Boja mpuBpene u Kynrype. Yak
je u Llapurpan y TUM TEIIKAM Bpe-
MEHHMa TIPEKUBIHABA0 TYOOKY KpU3Y
koja he moTpajath cBe 0 cpenuHe
IX Beka. Onm TOr BpeMmeHa ma CBE
J0 JIaTUHCKE OKyIaluje LapcTBa
BH3aHTH]jCKU TPaJIOBU U ypOaHU KU-
BOT HUXOBHUX TpahaHa HempecTaHo
ce OmIOpaBJbajy M Hampenyjy, auu
BehMHA CIABHHX TIONMCA HHKAZa
BUIIC HHje INOBpaTHia 3Hadaj H
ynory u3 noba antuke. [locnmemmu
MIEPHOJT BU3AHTH]CKE UCTOPH]jE, ermoxa
[Taneosora, oOeNeXKEeH  YITIABHOM

the topic is very broad: Cities and
Citizens of the Byzantine World. 1t is
well known that ever since the found-
ing of the Sumerian Uruk, which is
considered the oldest known urban
settlement in history, cities were the
cornerstone of most ancient civiliza-
tions. They were centres of adminis-
tration, trade, crafts, art and the devel-
opment of culture as a whole. That was
also the case with the Eastern Roman
Empire, which had more than nine
hundred urban settlements at the end
of the Late Antiquity. Constantinople,
Alexandria and Antioch had the most
prominent role among them, in every
sense. However, the latter two mega-
lopolises, which had been established
thanks to Alexander the Great, were
lost for the Basileia Romaion already
in the first half of the seventh century.
Byzantium, as the mentioned empire
is now commonly called, lost many
other cities in the same century, while
the most of those which survived
came through a profound transfor-
mation, unfortunately in a negative
sense, accompanied by a constant
decline of the population, living con-
ditions, economic development and
culture. In these difficult times, even
Constantinople was coming through a
deep crisis that lasted until the mid-
ninth century. From that time until
the Latin occupation of the Empire,
Byzantine cities and the urban life of
their inhabitants continuously recov-
ered and developed. However, the
most of famous poleis would never
regain the importance and the role
which they had had in ancient times.
The last period of Byzantine his-
tory, the Palaiologan era, which was
primarily marked by a weak central
administration, enabled some cities
to gain substantial autonomy and nu-
merous concessions, but that could
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caboM IICHTPAIHOM YIPaBOM, OMO-
ryhuo je mojemuHMM TpagoBUMa Ja
CTEKHY 3HaTHY ayTOHOMH]Y W OpojHE
KOHIIECH]e, aJId HU TO HHUjE MOMOTIIO
Jla ce OOHOBU CTapH cjaj WM Jia ce
0ap JOCTUTHY TPaJIOBU KOjU Cy cC€
TOKOM TTO3HOT CPEJIHhET BEKa Pa3BHIIN
y 3amanHoj EBpomn.

Hum je xao crapu puMCKH U
BHU3aHTHJCKU Tpaj [eIuo CyaOuHYy
OKpYKEHha KOME je aIMHUHHCTPaTH-
BHO W CYIUTHHCKH mnpumanao. On
BpeMeHa OCHUBama mpBe Behe
HaceoOWHE HAa OBOM IIPOCTOPY, TOKOM
OpoHzaHor 100a, 10 manga mon Typke
HajOepuheTHHje JnaHe IOXHBEO je
y BpeMe Pumckor mapctBa kana je
0M0 BOJHM W TPrOBHHCKU LIEHTap,
CTpaTelllka PacKpCHUIIA, TIaBHU TPpaj
MPOBHUHIUjE, CENUINTE eHmapxuje y
KOjO] Cy CTOJIOBajM Y4YEHHU TpEeJaTH.
Nako oOHOBJbEH cTapameM MohHOr
napa JyCTHHUjaHa, TEIIKO je CTPaiao y
CJIOBEHCKHMM Hamaguma ¢ mogerka VII
Beka. OmopaBuo ce TeK y BpeMe Kaja
je Bacwmje 11 o6HOBHO BiacT Pomeja
Ha ckopo menioM bankany. Kacauje
je ITOKMBEO HOBHU MpoIBarT y no0a
napa Mawuojna I Komauna. ¥ 6ypaum
BpeMEHHNMA Koja Cy ycleauia mocie
MaHoj0Be CMPTH HEKOJIIMKO TyTa je
MEHAa0 TOCIO/Aape, JeTHO BpeMe OO
je u mpecronnna Credana Hemame,
Ila OW jemBa JeceTak ToArHA Mpe maja
Hapurpaga nomao TmOX OCMaHCKY
Bract. Ilom TypckoM OKymaImjom
ocrahe Hapemnux 430 ronuHa, anu
HU Taga Hehe n3ryouTtn cBoj ypOanu
kapakrep. Yecro je OuBao jemgHo 0Of
BaXXHUX CPEAUIITa OCMAHIIHjCKE BO-
jHE W UMBUIHE BJIACTH, HAPOUYHUTO
HAKOH  TYpCKO-ayCTPHjCKOI  para
1717. romune. Tama je y Hwumy
casumaHa BeiHWka TBphaBa, HA MECTY
ocraraka yrBphema rpaljeHux ToxoM
PUMCKHX, PaHOBH3aHTHjCKUX U Cpe-
IFOBEKOBHAX BpeMeHa. Ta Bemmda-

not help them restore the former glo-
ry, or at least come closer to the cities
that developed in Western Europe in
the late Middle Ages.

As an ancient Roman and By-
zantine city, Ni§ shared the fate of
the environment to which it belon-
ged administratively and substantial-
ly. From the time of the establishment
of the first major settlement in this
area, through the Bronze Age, until
the fall under Ottoman rule, the city
saw its most prosperous period un-
der the Roman Empire, when it was
a military and commercial centre, a
strategic crossroads, the provincial
capital, the seat of the diocese headed
by learned prelates. Although it was
restored owing to the mighty Emperor
Justinian, it suffered significant dam-
age in the Slavic attacks at the begin-
ning of the seventh century, to recover
as late as the time when Emperor Basil
IT restored the power of the Romaioi
over almost the whole Balkan
Peninsula. Later, the city flourished
once again in the time of Emperor
Manuel I Komnenos. In the turbulent
times that followed Manuel’s death,
it repeatedly changed its masters:
for a while, Ni§ was the capital of
Stefan Nemanja’s state, to fall under
Ottoman rule barely a dozen years
before the fall of Constantinople. It
would remain under Ottoman occupa-
tion the following 430 years, and even
then, it would not lose its urban char-
acter. Ni§ was frequently in the posi-
tion to serve as one of the important
centres of the Ottoman military and
civilian authorities, especially after
the Turkish-Austrian war in 1717. A
large fortress was built at that time,
upon the remains of fortifications
built in the Roman, Byzantine and
early medieval times. This magnifi-
cent structure still bears witness to the
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HCTBeHa rpal)eBHHA U aHAC HAjOOJbE
CBEJIOYH O Nyroj ypOaHoj TPaaulju
rpaga Ha HumaBm u o Bume ox
JBA MWICHHUjyMa JYyIOM Tpajamy
ypOaHOT KHBOTAa HEHUX rpalaHa.
VY ucro BpeMe jgaje My ITyHO TPaBO
Jla C TIOHOCOM OpraHu3yje CKyn Ha
TeMy O Kojoj he TokoM oBa Tpu AaHa
6utn peun. Hagam ce u BepyjeM y
TO na he OBIE OKYIJbCHH HAYYHHUIIH
U3 pa3HUX KpajeBa CBETa JONPHHETH
Ja Hala 3Hama O BHIICCIOJHOM
MUTalky XXUBOTA TpaxoBa U rpahaHa
Yy BHU3aHTHjCKOM CBETy Oyay yHampe-
hena.

IIpogh. op Muodpae Mapxoeuh,
OdonucHu ynan CAHY

(To6op ca ceeuanoe omeaparba
cumMnosujyma

. Huw u Buzanmuja X1V”’)

long urban tradition in the city upon
the NiSava River and the urban life of
its inhabitants that has lasted for more
than two millennia. At the same time,
this fact justifies its right to proudly
organize a symposium on the topic
that will be discussed during the next
three days. I do hope and I do believe
that the scholars who have gathered
here from around the world will help
improve our knowledge of this multi-
layered topic relating to the life of
cities and citizens in the Byzantine
world.

Prof. Dr. Miodrag Markovic,
corresponding member

of the Serbian Academy of Sciences
and Arts

(Welcoming speech at the
Symposium Nis and Byzantium XIV)






