Zdravko Dimitrov

EARLY BYZANTINE ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS
FROM LYUTIBROD AND ITS REGION

At the northern end of the Iskar Gorge, near today‘s Mesdra town decades
ago has excavated one of the most interesting early Christian churches in
Western Bulgaria — the so-called “Basilica of the vicinity of Lyutibrod village™!1.
Most striking is the rich architectural decoration of the church. In that direction
this Christian religious complex is not an isolated phenomenon in the region.

In the area of so-called “Koritengrad” have already been identified: two
Early Christian churches (basilicas A and B) and the remains of a temple-
building from a pagan sanctuary of the Roman era2 — in this research see: fig. 1.
Most likely, they also contained orders architectural elements.

On the archaeological site “Mesdra-Kaleto”, excavated in the 70s, and
especially in recent excavations, started since 2005, were registered many
monumental Roman and Late antique architectural structures3. Around the area
of the Basilica of Lyutibrod also been found other late antique buildings, some
of which we can analyze using the partially preserved architectural details.

I T. lxxunros, C. Mamos, Apxeonozuuecku npoyyeanus kpati Jlomudpood, Bpauancku
oxkpuve, U3Bectust Ha Mysente ot CeBeposzamnaana benrapus, 1985, 10, 39-70, o6p. 6.

2 Ibidem, 39-45, 06p. 4-6.

3 1. ApemcusoBa-Hemuunosa, Haxooku om kpenocmma xpaii Mesopa, In: Thracia
Antiqua, 10 (Studia in memoriam magistri prof. Georgi Michailov). Sofia 1996, 254-263;
Cn. Mamos, Mesopa u neiinuam pecuon npe3 Anmuunocmma, B: bubnuoreka ,,bbiarapcku
cesepozanan’, 15 (Hayuna cecus ,,100 roquan O6umna Mesnpa”. I'p. Mesnapa, 18 maii 1998
r.). Bpama, 1998, 16-26; Kp. Jlyka, Aumuunu namemnuyu ¢ obwuna Mesopa, Mesnpa 2003;
C. Topbaros, I'. I'anenoBcku, Apxeonocuuecku npoyusanus na muozocioen obexm ,, Kanemo”
Kpau ep. Mesopa npes 2006 2, B: ApXeonoruuecky oTKpuTHs u paszkonku npe3 2006 . Codus
2007, 392-395; C. Topbaros, b. BanoBa, [Ipoyueanus Ha anmuuHus niacm Ha MHO20CIOEH
obexm ,, Kanemo” xkpaii 2p. Me30pa, B: ApXeonorndecKy OTKpUTHS U pa3konku mpe3 2007 r.
Codus 2008, 433-434; C. Topbaros, b. iBanoBa, Apxeonocuuecku npoyusanus Ha MHO20CI0€H
obexm Kanemo 6 epao Mesopa, B: Apxeonorndecky oTKputus u paskorku npe3 2011 r. Codust
2012, 274-275; C.TopbaroB, Mesopa npe3 pumckama enoxa u KvcHama awmuurocm, B: JL.
Kpymoga (pen.) Mesnpa, Kpamwvk ucmopuuecku ouepx, Copus 2009, 33-51.
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Fig. 1. General plan of the archaeological com-
plexes in the vicinity of “Koritengrad” — pagan
sanctuary and two early Christian basilicas
(plan after: [l)xunros, Matos 1985);

Ca. 1. 'eHepanHu IU1aH apXEOJIOMIKUX KOMIUIEKCa y
Onu3KHY ,,KopuTeHrpaaa™ — maraHCKo CBETHIIHIITE
U JIBe paHoXpuIThaHCKe Oa3IITHKe
(rutan no: Jxkuaros, Maios 1985);

Problems and prospects of the study

Previous studies commented, analyze
and give a complete catalog information
for architectural decorations, especially
Kampfer capitals from basilica4, but today
we needed some minor adjustments in the
architectural descriptions, general typology
of details and chronology.

Over the past two decades have
found many new architectural details of
the region — Roman and Early Byzantines.

After excavations of the Basilica in
Lyutibrod and especially after recent studies
of Mesdra-Kaletoé archaeological picture
of the region has changed dramatically.

Nowadays we have opportunity
to complete architectural and decorative
analysis of the Basilica “Lyutibrod”.
Also there are excellent opportunities to
search and explore new Roman and Early
Byzantine complexes in the valley of Iskar
river, especially near Lyutibrod, Rebarkovo
village and Mesdra.

There is certain possibility for anas-
tylosis and full reconstruction of the interior
of the Basilica in Lyutibrod, according and
using the details, preserved in lapidarium
of RMH-Vratsa and in National Museum in
Sofia. Other pieces are on the terrain, in the

ruins of church. Architectural analysis that will present here is only a beginning
to the studies of trends in development of architectural sculpture from the
Roman era to the Early Byzantine period in the whole region of the valley of
Iskar. The study has potential to cover huge chronological framework - from the
era of Antonine and Severan dynasty to the Justinian’ period.

Architectural decoration of the Basilica “Lyutibrod”:

A. Analysis of the architectural details of the basilica in the village of

Lyutibrod.

It can be structured in two main criteria:
1. Details, studied according to their construction (plate 1).
2. Details, studied according to their architectural decoration (plate 2-5).

4 Jxuuros, Maros 1985, op.cit., 53-63, Tadn. I-IV

5 Topbaros 2009, op. cit., 43-45; 3. IAMUTPOB, AKAHMOBO-KAHENUPAHU KANUMEIU
om Pumcka Tpaxusa, Apxeonorus, XLVIL, 2006, 1-4, ctp. 26.

6  Topbaros, ["anenoBcku 2007, op. cit., 392-395; Topbaros, MIBanosa 2008, op. cit.,
433-434; Top6aros, MBanosa 2012, op. cit., 274-275.
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Details that are today in RMH Vratsa are three types - capitals, pillars
of the altar construction (so-called: Kanzel) and parts of the altar table. On the
field, in the ruins are preserved bases, columns, pillars, part of an altar slabs.

1. Capitals are from Kadmpfer type. They are divided into three types
according to their construction (plate 1):

1.1. Tonic K&mpfer capitals of free-standing columns;

1.2. Ionic Ké&mpfer capitals of semi-columns, facing the walls semi-
columns;

1.3. Unadorned K&mpfer, but with Christian symbols (like Crosses) of
freestanding piers.

2. As decoration Kampfer capitals are extremely diverse. There are five
leading architectural and decorative types (plate 2):

2.1. Unadorned Ké&mpfers with Christian symbols - Crosses;

2.2. Decorated Kampfers with plant decoration, acanthus leaves;

2.3. Unadorned Ké@mpfers in lonic order with Christian symbols - Crosses;

2.4. Completely unadorned Kadmpfers in Ionic order — only one single
monument.

But the most richly decorated K&mpfers from Lyutibrod basilica are
those carved in lonic order. They could be classified as follows:

3. Decorated K&mpfers in lonic order, with several subtypes — 9 subtypes,
each of these capital is unique (plate 3 and 4):

3.1. With acanthus plant decoration and horns of plenty (cornucopias);

3.2. With acanthus plant decoration and zoomorphic themes - like lamb;

3.3. With Christian symbols - Crosses, combined with floral decoration
of ivy leaves;

3.4. With fully cleared floral decoration — typical for the pulvinuses of
the Ionic capitals across the Byzantine Empire — smooth leaves, probably lotus;

3.5. With fluted decorative — style typical for the roman times in this
region;

3.6. With combined zoomorphic (two lambs) and floral (ivy leaves) deco-
ration and with Christian symbols - Cross in the center;

3.7. With zoomorphic decoration, subject to earliest Christian symbolism
— birds around the Crater;

3.8. With Christian symbols - alternating crosses that form stylized geo-
metric ornaments;

3.9. Even we could see a decoration transmissioned architectonical
interior decoration of the altar construction of the temple.

An important feature in the decoration of the K&mpfer capitals in Ionic
order is the level to which is given the canonical form of the Ionic capital. On
this very important criterion K&mpfer Ionic capitals of Basilica Luytibrod are
divided into four types (plate 5):

Ionic K&mpfers follows the scheme of the lonic capital but without any
decoration,;

Ionic Kampfers also follows the general scheme of the Ionic capital, but
with volutes whose curves are delivered well and even in some places with
performed the Ionic cyma on the echinus;
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Ionic Ké&mpfers where cyma is strongly modified and reduced, but the
idea of its implementation is quite straightforward;

Ionic Kémpfers with fully canonical modeled Ionic capital, but with
replacing of the cyma on the echinus with floral ornaments — like, acanthus
scrolls and ivy leaves.

Besides the mentioned architectural details from the Basilica in Lyutibrod
in the region we could find a great number of earlier architectonical monuments.
They are from the Roman era. There are also other Late antique details, some
of which should also be of Lyutibrod vicinity and now they are stored in the
Municipality of Mesdra and in the lapidarium of RMH in Vratsa.

B. Details of the region from the Roman era.

These monuments give rise to the tradition of fluted decoration that we see
so strongly expressed in the early Christian complexes near Lyutibrod. Fluted
decoration is widely practiced in Mesdra and is represented by the Roman-
Doric capital with fluted neck as well as with one example of Acanthus-and-
Fluting capital.

In the museum of Vratsa is
preserved Roman-Doric capital
from the same region, which
belongs to the so-called “Figural
capitals” of the Antiquity. The
detail is decorated with the Head
of Medusa and with the figure of
an eagle, all placed on the abacus
plate.

C. Details of the region of
Mesdra and unknown complexes
around Basilica of Lyutibrod,
which are also Roman or Early
Byzantine in their chronology.
Now all they are stored in the
municipality of Mesdra.

A few years ago in Mesdra
were harvested very beautiful and

Ca. 2. Kanuten cty6a ca kaHenypama u3 0071acTu perfectly preserved architectural

Jbytu6pon: III-1V B. — cana ycxmagumreH y details from th.e region, some of
MespH. them from the village of Lyutibrod.

Probably from Lyutibrod’s
vicinity is very beautiful column capital in with fluted decoration (fig. 2). It is
column capital, used in free-standing column construction. In chronology the
details is earlier then capitals from basilica in “Koritengrad”. But in the region
the late roman complexes are also well known (III-IV c¢. AD). This capitals
could be one of the examples of these architectural structures, build before two
early Christian basilicas — probably from pagan sanctuary or from architectural
structures somewhere around it.

Fig. 2. Column capital with fluted decoration
from the region of Lyutibrod: III-IV ¢. AD — now
in stored in Mezdra.
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In Mezdra town are preserved also two anta capitals, again with fully
made fluted decoration (fig. 3). They are from the temple building found in the
archaeological complex “Kaleto”. Today we could see the temple reconstruc-
tion and the place of the complex on the terrain?.

In RMH-Vratsa are preserved also some other Early Byzantine
architectural details of the interior of a church building, but today it is not sure
whether they are of the basilica near Lyutibrod or from other Early Christian
temple.

These are two double piers — so-called bifori, and a Foot of the altar table.

As architectural decoration the capitals of Lyutibrod basilica are largely
unique. But consider general architectural and decorative types, especially
those of the lonic K&mpfer capitals, they are typical for the Early Byzantine
architecture of the 5th/6th century. If we look at the region of Naissus - in the
valley of Morava are also available such magnificent lonic K&dmpfer details.
They are from the Basilica at Bregovina - Kémpfer Ionic capitals with lush
plant decoration on the pulvini 8.

Conclusion

1. Architectural decorations
from Early Byzantine era in the village
of Lyutibrod are very highly developed
and in some aspects — unique;

2. The data about the decoration
are not only form the famous basilica,
but also from the different unknown
complexes in the region of the village;

3. Early Byzantine details are
available mainly from the vicinity of _ . _
Lyutibrod, but also from the site of Fr s ; BTN

Mesdra-Kaleto; . . Fig. 3. Fluted capital from Mesdra region. Anta capital
4. The main reason for' thls from the temple building in Mezrda-Kaleto. Roman
strong development of Early Christian Imperial Era.

archlte(.:ture in the arca of the Iskar Cn. 3. Kanenmypupanu kanuren u3 obnactu Mesnpa.
Gorge is a 10r}g tradition of execution Amra kanuTen ca 3rpaje xpama y Mesapa-Kainero.
of ornate details and order monumental Tlepuoa pUMCKOT [1apCTBa.

complexes - since late II — early III
century to the Justinian period;

5. The strongest evidence of this is the preservation of tradition to fulfill
the fluted details — both, in Doric and Ionic order — and it is for more than two
centuries;

6. Another very strong architectural and decorative tradition is in so-
called “figural decoration”: preserved in Roman-Doric capital of type II, deco-

7 Topbaros 2009, op. cit., 43-45.

8 M. Jeremi¢, La sculpture architecturale de 1’église de Bregovina (VI-e s. ap. J.C.) en
Serbie du sud, In: Crapunap (Starinar), vol. LIII-LIV, 2003/2004. Belgrade 2004, 111-137, fig. 13.
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rated with an image of Medusa and Eagle, and continued even better with early
Christian symbols in the Ionic K&mpfers from Basilica of Lyutibrod. These
capitals are also very important annex to the Corpus of E.v. Mercklin “Antike
Figural Kapitelle” 9.

3npasko JJuMuTpoB
PAHO-BU3AHTHUIJCKU APXUTEKTOHCKU EJIEMEHTH 13 JbYTUBPOJIA U
BEI'OBOI' OKPYTA

V Omu3uHU capammer rpaga Mesagpa, Iyx peke Vckap, perncTpoBaHU Cy BEJIUKH
apXeOoNOMIKN KOMITIEKCH Bepckor Kapakrepa. OHM ce Hamasze y OONAacTH TAaKO3BaHOT
.Kopurenrpana®, 6iausy cena Jlutubpon. TokoM cenamaeceTHx roanHa, OTKPUBEHE Cy IBE
panoxpuirhaHcke npkse (6asmwiuke A u b) n ocranmma xpama-3rpajie pUMCKOT ITaraHCKoT
CBETHIITA KOj€ Cy WACHTH(PHUKOBAHH Kao JIBE PAHOXpHUIITNAaHCKe Oa3MINKE W CBETHIIHIITE U3
naraHckor nepuoga. Ca oBUX KOMILIEKCa, KA0 U U3 CyCeIHHX apXHUTEKTOHCKHX KOMILIEKca
KOjU HHUCY HpOyYaBaHU ITyTeM HCKOIaBama MIM HCTPAXKUBAmba, IIOTHYE BEJIUKA IpyIa
ApXUTEKTOHCKHUX JIETasba.

Mehy muma ce Hamase Kamutenu u3 paHoxpumhaHckux komiuiekca. OHu cy
JjEAMHCTBEHH 110 CBOjUM yKpacuMma. HajBaxkuuju n HajumnpecuBHHju ¢y Kammngep kanmntenn
JOHCKOT pefa.

Mory ce NOIeTUTH y HEKOJIIMKO apXUTEKTOHCKO — IeKOpaTHBHUX rpyna. To cy joHCKn
Kamngepu ca ykpacuma y o0lIuKy akaHTyca M pora H300msba (cornucopias); ca ykpacuma y
00IMKy aKaHTyca 1 300MOPGHHX TeMa - TIOMYT jarlkbeTa; XPUIThaHCKH CUMOOIIN — KPCTOBH Y
KOMOMHaLMjH ca (GIopalHUM yKpacuMa nomyt juirha OpiibaHa; YucTH (GIopaaHu yKpacH
— TUITUYHH 3a pulvinuse jOHCKHX cTyOO0Ba MIMPOM BH3aHTH]jCKOT apCTBa — IIATKHX JINCTOBA,
BEPOBATHO JIOTOCA; KAaHEITypHPAaH JEKOPATUBHM CTHJI — THIIMYAH 32 PUMCKH IIEPHOL y OBOM
pervoHy; KOMOMHOBaHU 300MOpP(HU (Ba jarmera) U (IIOPATHU YKpacu ca XpUIIhaHCKUM
CHUMOOJIIIMa — KPCTOM y LIEHTPY; 300MOP(HHKH YKpacH, Kao MpeAMeT HajpaHHjeT XpUIThaHCKOT
cumbonm3ma — ntune oko Kparepa; xpuimhaHCKH CHMOONH — Pa3lMYUTH KPCTOBH KOJH
CaYMbaBajy CTUIIM30BaHE FEOMETPHjCKE OPHAMEHTE; YKPacH, YHYTPALIbH apXUTEKTOHCKU
yKpacu IpeHeTH ca OJITapcKe KOHCTPYKIIHje XpaMma.

Ilopen oBe rpyme cacBHM jeOUHCTBEHHX PAaHO-XPHIThaHCKHX jOHCKHX KalHTena
y obnactu JlutnuOpona, Mo3HaTH Cy HaM joul HeKkH aeTasbu. OHM ce Hana3e CaKyIUbCHH Y
ca/lalIkbeM My3ejy Ha apXeoJIoIKoM Haja3umty Mecapa-Kaneto kao 1y 3rpajy ONIITHHE.
ApXUTEKTOHCKY KOMIUIEKCH ca KOjUX Cy MOTEKIN HHUCY TO3HATH alld C€ CUI'YpHO Haiase Ha
TepeHy U Tpebano OU MX TPaXKUTU Y apXEOJIOIIKUM UCKONaBamuMa. J[eTasbu cy yriiaBHOM
JIOPCKOT pena: PHMCcKo-opcky KamuTell ca KaHeIypHUpaHUM BpaToM Kao U jeJaH IpHMep
KaluTeNna ca akaHTHjyCOM H KaHEeIIypPOM.

W3 panoxpumnithanckor mepuoma Takole je cadyBaH KamuTesl ca KaHEeIypHUPaHUM
calathos, xoju ciexm TpaauIMjy pHMCKOT Iieprofa y oBoj obGmactu. Ha ocHoBy aHammze
apXUTEKTOHCKHUX yKpaca CaKylJbEHHX Y OBOM PETHOHY, MOJKE C€ 3aKJbYUNTH J]a c€ y 00nacTi
Meszpe u nyx pexe Mckap, Hapouutu oko cena JbyTubpon, Hala3uo apXeosoLKy KOMILIEKC
KyJITHOT KapakTepa W3 PHMCKOT IlepHojia kKao W paHoxpumrhancku. OBH KOMIUIEKCH OMin
cy 60raTto ykpamieHHu paslHIUTHM BpCTaMa J€Tajba: PUMCKO TOPCKH KalMTENH, aKaHTYCH,
KaHeTypHpaHU KallMTeNld, MOTIIYHO KaHEeNHpaHH JaeTajbu paHoxpuinhaHckux Kawmmdep
karntena. bynryha mpoydaBama 0BOT perroHa Moria O J1a OTKpH]jy HEKa Off OBUX BaXKHHX U
OYHIVIEHO BeOMa OOTaTHX apXEeOoMOUKUX KOMITIEKCa.

9 E.v. Mercklin, Antike Firguralkapitelle, Berlin 1962.
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PLATE 2
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PLATE 4

FLATE S



