Bawa Ceemocmu,

Towmosanu cocnooune

I padonauennuue Huwa,
Towmosanu 2ocnooune

Pexmope Yuusepzumema y Huuy,
nowmosamne oame u 20Cnooo,
Opaee Kolie2uHuye u Koneze,

[To3uBoM koju Mu je ymyheH na
OTBOPHUM OBOTOAMIIBU MehyHapoaHu
CHUMIIO3UjyM Bu3aHTOosora, HMUIII
N BU3AHTUIJA XII, ykazaHa Mu
je msyserHa 4uact. OBOromuIImBH
CHMITO3HjyM, JBaHACCTH Y HH3Y,
pasnmKyje ce y MHOTO dYeMy Of
ocranuX. Ha mucTH OBOTOAWIIBIX
ydecHuka Hamaze ce wumeHa 80
CTpyumaka, oa Kojux 55 je wu3
16 crpanux gpxaBa. Ha npsom
cummozujymy HUIIL 1 BUSAHTUJA
I, onpxanom 2002 roguHe, IPUCYTHO
je 6uno 20 yuecHuka, of KOjUX je
caMO YEeTBOPO M3 HHOCTPAHCTBA.
Bpoj yuecHuka y MeljyBpeMeny je u3
TOIMHE y TOAWHY HACTaBHO JIa PacTe,
yKa3yjyhu HeIBOCMUCIICHO Ha ycCIieXe
OBOT  HMHTEPHAIMOHATHOT  CKyIa.
[ocnenmux TOAWHA, CHMIIO3HjyM
HUII U BUSAHTHUIJA npepacrao je
y Haj3Ha4YajHUjU CKyIl OBE BPCTE HE
camo y CpOuju, Beh u Ha bankany,
ommrerosopehu. PenoBHa roaumima
mojaBa 30opHuka PanoBa, roToBO
je 06e3 mpecemana. Pesynratu Koju
Cce OBJC M0jaBbyjy HMajy IIUPOKH

Your Holiness,
Honorable Mayor of Nis
Honorable Rector of the

University of Nis
Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear Colleagues,

The invitation extended to
me to open this year’s International
Symposium NIS AND BYZANTIUM
XII is a great honor. This annual sym-
posium, the twelfth in the series, dif-
fers from preceding ones in several
respects. The list of this year’s partici-
pants includes 80, of whom 55 come
from abroad. By contrast, the first
Symposium NIS AND BYZANTIUM
I, held in 2002, was attended by 20
participants only 4 of whom came
from abroad. The number of partici-
pants since than has been continually
on rise, unequivocally demonstrat-
ing the steady increase in the quality
of thesymposium. In recent years the
Symposium NIS AND BYZANTIUM
has grown into one of the most dis-
tinguished gatherings of this type not
only in Serbia but in the Balkans,
generally speaking. The regular
Annual appearance of the Acts of the
Symposium is virtually unparalleled.
Papers published in the Acts have
a broad international significance.
Thus, the organizes of this important
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WHTepHAIMOHAIHK 3Hauaj. Crora
OpraHu3aTopu OBe 3HaYajHe

MaHHU(ecTaluje, Ha 4elly ca HhCHHM
mokperaueM MumomM  Pakommjom,
YOBEKOM HEHCLPITHUX WHCIIUpAIH]ja,
eHepruje u OpraHU3aToOpCKe
CIIOCOOHOCTH,  3aciyXyjy  Hamry
3aXBAJHOCT M YECTHTKE Ha CBUM
JOCaJlallllbuM ~ OCTBapemHMa, Koja
KyJAMUHHpajy, Oam naHac, gorahajem
OJ1 jeJMHCBEHOT MICTOPHjCKOT 3Ha4aja.

I'pax Hum, koju om mnpBor
cummozujyma HUIIT M1 BU3AHTUIA,
onpxkanor 2002 romuHe, Ha nmaH 3.
JyHa, CBaKe TOJMHE PEBHOCHO OeIIeKH

international annual gathering, with
Dr. Misa Rakocija, its founder and the
inexhaustible source of inspiration,
energy, and organizing skill, at its
helm, deserve our thanks and congrat-
ulations for their past achievements
over the years, culminating on this
very occasion, that marks an event of
singular historical significance.

Since the first Symposium NIS
AND BYZANTIUM, held on June 3,
2002, every year Ni$ ardently cele-
brates Saints Constantine and Helena,
its patron saints and thus, remem-
bers its fellow townsman, Emperor

XpuUCTOB MOHOTPaM Ha BPXY KOHCTAHTHHOBOT IIIeMa, Mynturia, 313-315. roqusa,
(Ticinum/IlaBua), MuaxXeH

Christ’s monogram on the top of Constantine’s helmet, multiplum, 313-315, Ticinium,
Pavia, Munchen

cBOjy cnaBy, CBetux KoHcranTuHa n
Jenene, u Tume nozgiceha cBe npucyTHE
Ha CBOT CJaBHOT cyrpahanuHa, napa
Koncrantnaa 1. Ope rogune, Humr
oJaje moceOHy YacT CBOM CIaBHOM
CHHY, YMjH je YyBEHHU LAPCKH EAWKT,
mnar y Mwrany, 313. romumne,

Constantine I. This year, Ni§ par-
takes in a special commemoration of
Constantine I, whose celebrated im-
perial edict issued in Milan in 313,
marked the initiation of Christianity
as the official religion of the Roman
Empire.
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o0enexxnuo movetak XpuinhaHCTBa
Kao 3BaHWYHE penuruje PuMckor
apCTBa.

Pohen y Humry, KoncrantuH je
CBOjY BOJHHYKY KapHjepy 3arodeo y
HCTOYHOM JeNy LapcTBa na Oum ce y
oxBupy Tako3paHe IIpBe Terpapxuje,
o0peo Ha 3amafgHUM TpaHUIAMa
Pumckor mnapctBa, Ha TEPUTOPHjU
moji yrmpaBom cBor ora Koncranimja
I. Tomuue 306., cturao je no oua Ha
BETOBOj caMpTH, y JOopKy, Tme ra je
HACJIEIUO HCTOT JaHa aKJIaMallhjoM
napcke Bojcke. M3 Jopka, moxe ce
pehn, 3amoyeo je \BeroB ModeT0HOCHU
myt, ox Tpujepa, mnpeko KeiHa,
JoJMHOM peke Pajue, mpeko Aunra, 1o
Mapceja, Topuna, Munana, Beposre,
no mpenarpaha CHaXHO yTBpheHOT
Puma, rme ra je uyexkao WEroB
Haj030UIJbHUjU IPOTUBHHUK, y3YPIIaTop
Maxkcenuuje. YyBena Outka, 28.
okToOpa 312. rogune, Ha o6anu Tubpa
KoJlT MWJIBHjCKOT MOCTa, KJbYYHa je
MpeKpaTHULA Y HCTOpUjH PuMckor
napcrea. [lobenuBmm MakceHnyja,
KoncranTuH je TpuymdanHo ymao y
Pum. Tlobeny je ocTBapmo, 6OXHjoM
nopykoM “In  hoc signo vinces”
OPUMJBEHY Yy CHY  HENOCPEIHO
npen omryuyjyhy Ourtky. Cnémehu
6oxaHcke peuu, KOHCTaHTHH je TOBEO
CBOjy BOjCKy y OWUTKYy Hocehn Gapjak
ca emOieMoM XpHCTOBOT MOHOTpaMa,
Kao rapanropa mobene. I[Ipemcrama
KoncranTnHa ca mepeMOHHjaTHIM
[JIEMOM ca X PUCTOBHM MOHOTPaMOM
Ha 4Yejly, UICKOBaHa Ha MyTuIiu 315.
romuHe 'y Tummaymy je cymbon
E-ETOBOT BOJHOT TpUyM(a OCTBApEHOT
312. roguHe, 10K je CTBapHU TPUjyMb
xpuithancke  mobene  obOerexeH
[apCKUM E€AWKTOM, wu3matum 313,
romuae 'y Mmiany, a umjy 1700-
Ty TOTUIIEHHITY obernexaBaMo
JTaHAIIBIM CKYTIOM.

Born in 272 at Ni§, Constantine
began his military career in the
Eastern half of the Empire. Within
the so-called Tetrarchy, established by
Diocletian and Maximian as the first
co-emperors, Constantine was sent
to serve under his father Constantius
Chlorus in York. He arrived in York,
finding his father on his deathbed,
while his father’s army acclaimed him
on the same day as Constantius’ suc-
cessor. Thus we may say that it was
from York that Constantine began his
victorious journey — via the capital
of Trier, Cologne, down the Rheine
valley, across the Alps, to Marseilles,
Turin, Milan, Verona, to the suburbs of
the heavily fortified Rome, where he
faced his chief adversary Maxentius.
The famous battle between the two
adversaries, took place on October
28, 312, on the banks of the Tiber
River, at the Milvian Bridge. Having
defeated Maxentius, Constantine at
the head of his army entered Rome
in Triumph. Constantine achieved
his victory following God’s order —
“In hoc signo vinces” — received in a
dream, just before the crucial battle.
Following God’s order, Constantine
marched into the battle at the head of
his troops carrying the banner embla-
zoned with Christ’s monogram as the
guarantor of victory. The depiction
of Constantine wearing a ceremo-
nial helmet with Christ’s monogram
above his forehead, struck in Pavia
(ancient Ticinum) in 315 symbol-
izes the military triumph achieved in
312, and formalized by the imperial
edict recognizing Christianity as the
state religion, issued in Milan in 313,
whose 1700th Anniversary we are
marking today.

Constantine’s city remembers
this significant historical moment
and the deed of its celebrated fellow
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KoOHCTaHTHHOB Trpaj mamtTu U
Oenexxd 0Baj 3HAYajaH HCTOPH)CKH
TPEHyTaK ¥ [Jel0 CBOT BEJIHKOT
cua. On Tpama y kome je pobeH,
(U3MYKU ce cadyBaJOo BEOMaMallo.
VY OpoTeKIMX CeIaMHaecT BEKOBa
npeko Huma cy mpoxajana 6e30pojHa
pYIIMIauKa OCBajama, 3BYLM HEKHX
Ol KOjUX, HE TOIUKO JaBHHUX,
CUTYPHO jOII OA3Bamajy y YLIMMa
MOjeIMHUX  JNAHANIBUX  JKUTEhA.
3axBasbyjyin CBOM jeAMHCTBEHOM
IyXy, KOJUM je HAIKUBEO CBE CBOje
Tparenuje, Henahe u pymema, Hurr
CIIOHOCOM IIPOCJaBJba YCIIOMEHY Ha
KoncrantnHa Benumkor uwmje memno
ONICTaje 'y HAJIIUPUM CBETCKUM
OKBHpPHMA H KOje OCTISKUMO MU, OBJIE
OKYTUbCHH, Ha JAHAILIU J1aH, 3. JyHa,
2013 ronuHe.

Axademux op Cnobodan
‘hypuuh

Ilpogpecop Emepumyc,
Ynusepzumem IIpuncmon,
(I'osop ca ceéeuanaz omeaparea
cumnosujyma

., Huw u Buzanmuja XI11*)

townsman. Very little has been pre-
served of the ancient city. Through
the intervening seventeen centuries
numerous destructive armies have
stormed its walls, leaving havoc be-
hind. The sounds of the most recent
of the invasions undoubtedly still
echo in the ears of the living citizens
of Nis. With it unique spirit Ni§ has
endured through hardships of its trag-
edy, pain and destruction. With pride,
itremembers Constantine the Great,
whose achievement lives in global
memory that we have gathered here to
celebrate on this day, the third day of
June, 2013.

Academician dr Slobodan
Curcié

Professor Emeritus, Princeton
University

(Speech from the opening cer-
emony Symposium

., Nis and Byzantium XII*)



