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sive levels was determined.10 In Trench 17, outside the southeast corner of the 
residence, that north-south street appeared to intersect with one running west 
along the south side of the residence.  But, although traces of pavement were 
noted outside the southwest corner of the residence, they did not appear in the 
middle, where part of the south wall (10) and probably also the street had been 
destroyed.11 (Fig. 9) 

Finds

It is interesting to note that from the first phase of the residence, except for 
the pithos in Room 2, all the small finds were discovered in Room 3, the “Room 
with Pithoi.” Fragments of four pithoi were found. They rested on the floor: 
three beside the middle part of Wall 8, but the fourth and largest pithos stood 
next to the north wall, where its sides were supported with stones. Furthermore, 
an important hoard of twelve coins was discovered just behind the fourth pithos, 
together with a carved bone object that resembles the handle of a very large 
comb.  The coins were mostly from the mid-6th century (Justinian I) and of vari-
ous nominal values, i.e., of 16, 20, and 40 nummi, except for one from the time 
of the emperor Valens? (367-375).  

Other finds included fragments of window glass, iron nails, a few bones, 
and potsherds.  To our surprise, several items from the Bronze Age came to 
light; sherds of a dark gray, burnished dish, with incised decoration, were found 
in the southeast corner of Room 2, under the foundations of Wall 3. Two more 

10	  Snively 2010, op. cit. in note 3, 379.
11	  Ibid. 380.  Other walls and features were also found at a higher level 

between the south wall (10) of the Northern Residence and the north wall of the 
basilica.  
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postholes and ditch, 
found immediately 

below the Late 
Antique floor level 
of the corridor, be-
tween the two later 

transverse walls;  
July 2009. 

Сл. 10. 
Праисторијски 

остаци испод 
касноантичког 
пода коридора, 

јула 2009



168	 Carolyn S. Snively, Goran Sanev 

items from the same period were discovered at a deeper level, ca. 1 m north of 
Doorway 2; one was a massive bronze bracelet with a fine green patina.  These 
were not, however, the only prehistoric artifacts from the northern terrace.12 
The ones mentioned above were isolated and without context, but investigation 
between the two later walls in the western corridor revealed a situation that 
confirmed the existence of prehistoric deposits under the residence. A layer of 
beaten earth with north-south rows of post holes appeared immediately below 
the level of the hypothetically paved corridor. Through the middle of the trench 
in the same direction ran a shallow channel with ash and animal bones. (Fig. 10) 
Thus far it has not been possible to provide an explicit explanation of this situ-
ation. But this deposit indicates that the other prehistoric items were not merely 
chance finds; together they provide an important piece of evidence for the his-
tory of the region and the settlement of the terrace; they suggest that the whole 
Northern Residence and probably the entire lower town were built directly over 
prehistoric (Eneolithic) deposits, which were disturbed or destroyed during the 
digging of foundations for the Late Antique structures.

The opportunity should be taken also to mention a wall whose preserved 
top was discovered at floor level in Room 2, running east from Doorway 1 and 
parallel with the west part of Wall 4. Its purpose is not clear, and our assumption 
has been that it did not function as a part of the residence but existed before the 
construction of the residence. Another such wall appeared at Doorway 3, under 
the level of the threshold and preserved only 0.7 m in length.13

Construction phases/Chronology 

At this stage of investigation, the term “phase of construction” is not en-
tirely appropriate, because in fact we are dealing with one primary phase of 
existence of the building and a possible secondary phase. The three perime-
tral walls (3, 5, 10) are from the first period, and they show no indications of 
rebuilding, although, until the east wall has been completely uncovered, we 
cannot say if this is true also for the northern part of the residence. In this first 
period, stone slabs paved the corridor; they are preserved at Doorway 2 and 
to a considerable extent in the southwest end of the corridor. Traces of paving 
were found also in the west part of Room 2, but it was probably only partially 
paved, given that in the central part of the room a pithos was found, completely 
dug into the floor and with a round stone slab forming a lid.  No pavement was 
noted in the “Room with Pithoi.” There the earthen floor lay at a level lower 
than that of Room 2; because of the damage to or dismantling of Wall 4, neither 
a doorway nor steps that could have connected the two rooms were found. In 
the southern half of the room were the remains of a small oven or kiln, in which 
appeared tiles with traces of burning around them.  

12	  Their existence was confirmed already during investigation on the north-
ern terrace in 2003, toward its northern side near the Kriva River.  See Snively 2010, 
op. cit. in note 3, 376; Sanev et al. 2011, op. cit. in note 3, 352.  

13	  Other early walls were noted in 2006, below the floor level of Room 4 
(Trench 15); see Snively 2010, op. cit. in note 3, 380-381 and Figs. 4 and 5.   
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As far as the final abandonment and destruction are concerned, the demo-
lition of the greater part of south Wall 10 and the smashed roof tiles beside it and 
in Room 3 mark the end of the use of the residence. The coin hoard discovered 
next to the fourth pithos in Room 3 dates the event in the third quarter of the 6th 
century, with a terminus post quem of ca. 560 AD. 

Our conclusions about phases as well as the sequence of destruction de-
pend heavily on the interpretation of events in the western corridor. One hypoth-
esis is that the two, later, dividing walls were built to support Wall 5, the west 
wall of the corridor and of the southwest wing, which had been shifted out of 
line by an earthquake; the corridor and Entrance 2 lost their functions. Smashed 
roof tiles found in the south part of the corridor and across Entrance 1, where no 
paving was preserved, indicate that the removal of architectural elements had 
already begun or was happening at the same time as the closing of the corridor. 
The residence continued in use, but damaged and without the corridor.   

An alternate explanation is that the stone paving of the corridor was dam-
aged and partly removed, but the corridor continued to function as an integral 
part of the residence. The two transverse walls in the corridor were constructed 
much later, after earth had covered the destroyed building; a cellar was created 

Fig.11. Room 2 of the Northern Residence, from the east; July 2010.  Note the west end of 
Wall 4 at right, with the early wall immediately south of it.  Stone paving at the south end 
of the corridor is visible at the top of the photo; remnants of paving and the top of a pithos 

may be seen in Room 2.  
Сл.11. Соба 2 северног резиденцији, са истока, јула 2010
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by digging out the earth from the central part of the corridor, re-using its east 
and west walls, and constructing cross walls against earthen banks at north and 
south.14  

This brief and still very preliminary survey of residential architecture from 
the anonymous city on the Kriva River provides a glimpse of how the inhabit-
ants of varying economic classes were housed in the 6th century in a provincial 
urban setting. Considered together with evidence from, for example, Caričin 
Grad and the very recently excavated southwest quarter at Stobi, the residences 
from Golemo Gradište suggest that people were living in relatively prosperous 
settlements and in comfortable and sometimes luxurious circumstances into the 
second half of the 6th century.  

Каролин С. Снајвли, Горан Санев 
КАСНОАНТИЧКА РЕЗИДЕНЦИЈА НА ГОЛЕМОМ ГРАДИШТУ,  

КОЊУХ, Р. МАКЕДОНИЈА

Археолошка истраживања на локалитету Големо Градиште, започета у 2000 
години, су прва већа и систематска истраживања на овом локалитету. Из ранијих 
рекогносцирања овог краја постоји више закључака и хипотеза исраживача, које се 
односе на правце фортификационих зидова, на локацију капија, на путеве, па и на 
идентификацију овог непознатог касноантичког града. Ипак, скоро ништа се није знало 
о архитектури, унутрашњој организацији или карактеру појединачних објеката, а ту су 
била и отворена питања њихове датације. Истраживање урбанизације и хронологије 
овог града је почело сондирањем на акропољу (2000-2004) и касније на северној тераси 
(2005-2013). Откривен је велики број објеката, који су резиденцијалног карактера или 
су били комбиновани - резиденцијални и комерцијални или производни.

Неколико сонди на источној половини акропоња показале су густо насељавање 
до саме ивице терасе. Објекти имају више просторија, а налази сугерирају да се 
највероватније ради о грађевинама резиденцијалног карактера које потичу из 
прве половине VI века. На стеновитом терену се виде удубљења за греде и друга 
прилагођавања стене т.ј. трагови њеног обрађивања за различне потребе домаћинстава. 
Код једне од већих грађевина у сектору И-А, јасно су видљиве три и више фаза 
конструкције, са остацима подова на стени, нивелираних кречњаком (вапненцом) и 
ломљеном тулом. 

У доњем делу града, на северној тераси локалитета, истраживања су дала 
пуно више информација о резиденцијалној архитектури. То су позиције Јужног 
резиденцијалног комплекса, Епископске Базилике и Северне резиденције, у сектору II, 
као и сегменти куће поред улице у источном делу терасе, у сектору II-А. На највишем 
делу терасе је Јужни резиденцијални комплекс, који претставља један неправилно 
обликован стамбени блок, ограђен са три улице са његове источне, северне и јужне 
стране. Ради се вероватно о неколико објекта, сваки са 1 до 3 просторија. Откривене 
степенице сугеришу постојање другог спрата код делова ових кућа, а њихови зидови су 

14	  The fact that the north wall has a well-built south face but a very rough 
north one and the south wall has a smooth north face but an irregular south one sug-
gest that they were built as retaining walls against earthen banks in one of several, 
poorly-preserved, post-Late Antique phases of use.  



Ni{ i Vizantija XI	 171

били највероватније од непечене туле на горњем и од камена на доњем спрату. Бројни 
питоси и други складишни судови, фрагмени стакла, алатке од гвожђа и ексери и 
слично, скоро су стандардни налази резиденцијалних објеката. Зидови овог комплекса 
откривају две фазе, које припадају VI веку али није искључено да су објекти имали и 
још неку обнову. 

Северна резиденција је највећа и најрепрезентативнија грађевина која је досада 
истражена на локалитету. Налази се одмах испод Епископске Базилике што наводи 
на помисао да је можда имала функцију епископске резиденције. Укупна величина и 
изглед објекта још нису познати. До сада су откривени 200м2, са дугачким ходником 
на западној страни, четири просторије, под поплочан каменим плочама и унутрашње 
двориште са колонадама. Иако зидови користе блато за везивање, техника изградње 
је импресивна. У самој конструкцији, за нивелацију горњих редова зидова се користе 
опеке. Од налаза, скоро сви су били откривени у просторији 3, међу којима је, иза 
једног од четири питоса, било откривено мало депо са 12 новчића, углавном од средине 
VI века. 

Овај кратки и још увек прелиминарни преглед резиденцијалне архитектуре 
непознатог града на обали реке Крива допуњује делимично наше поимање живота 
различних економских класа у провинциским градовима у VI веку. Узимајући у обзир и 
налазе из Царичиног Града, као и веома скорашња истраживања у југозападној четврти 
у Стобима, резиденције са локалитета Големо Градиште показују да су људи у другој 
половини VI века живели у релативно имућним насељима и у конфорним и понекад 
луксузним условима.




